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Itisindeed my honor and pleasure to offer some comments for publication to our

® friends at the Kyushu Defense Bureau. In truth, this is quite easy for meto do! My
experiencein working with KDB over these past two yearsis one of personal and
professional respect and admiration. Firstwith Mr, Yukinori Hirose and now with
Mr. Akthiro Tsuchmdchi as dimctnm, oui' meetmgs and communications have been
open, honest and with the mutual goal of building upon an already solid relationship.
el nm&wfm

wou rmtssmttomenﬁon KDB’s role in facilttatmg, over the course of many

A Yokose With KDB’s Iead, they Saikai aty and CFAS partwipated inaseriesof

- -

' 3paytytaﬂcsthatbmughtaﬂtogetherinaddressingtsmsandquesﬁonswthg
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population. Through the U.S. ' “Eriendshlp Blossoms Initiative” to pmvide 3,000 dogwood trees to Japan,the base and
American Consulate Fukuoka assisted in obt&'i}‘uﬁ'g'wes planted in Aprilin Sasebo and Saikai cities, a symbolic
gestureas 2012 was the 100th annimrsw'yof.hpan’sgiﬁofs OOOcheny treesto theU.S. At CFAS we work side by
side with almost 1,700 Japanese employees and indeed, we genutnelyfeel like memberso f the community. Twould

offer that KDB has had a role creating this environment we ¢ enfoy

On behalfofthe 5,200 U.S, citizens temporarily calling Sasebo “home,” I extend my thanks and gratitude to KDB and
the citizens of Sasebo and Saikai City.
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I wish you a pleasant voyage.
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