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[My family and I love living in Japan, the people are very friendly and welcoming, the
scenery is beautiful, the environment is safe, and the food is delicious. My wife still
wanted to stay in Japan after 4 years of living in Okinawa, so when MCAS Iwakuni, was
listed as an option for me, I immediately put it on the top of my list. When we first arrived
in Iwakuni, we immediately appreciated how much cooler and less humid it is than Okinawa.
Since we were more used to seeing palm trees than bamboo trees, seeing bamboo tress
everywhere and traditional style Japanese houses we felt like we were stepping in to a new

\ond exciting world to be living on mainland Japan.
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(One of the exciting things about working as the Director of Communication Strategy
and Operations is that I have a more interactions with different Japanese media
organizations and people. I get to work with plenty of friendly, interesting and exciting
people like you. One of the things I would like to keep in mind while serving here is to work
with the local media as often as possible to help the local community understand what we
are doing here. This, in my opinion, combined with other community relations events like
MCAS Iwakuni's Friendship Day, strengthen the relationship between MCAS Iwakuni and
the local community by building the understanding of importance of the work the Marines,

\ Navy, and JMSDF do on the Air Station.
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(1 too like to ride, but I usually ride a bicycle and not a motorcycle, but I have not ridden
my bike for a long distance since moving to Iwakuni because I'm still a bit intimidated
by the mountain roads compared to riding the comparatively flat roads of Okinawa with on
some hills. While in Iwakuni, I would like to take the opportunity to travel throughout
Japan, especially with the easy access by driving and Shinkansen. I hope to explore more, I
saw the fall foliage in Kyoto last fall by taking the shinkansen, and I think the next trip I

S have planned is to visit Himeji castle during Sakura season. )
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