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Happy New Year! I'm AKASAE, the Director General of Chugoku-Shikoku Defense
Bureau. I am glad to see so many participants at today’s joint calligraphy event. Mayor
YONEMOTO of Waki Town and Commanding Officer Colonel FUERST from Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, thanks for being with us today.

The main event, "First Writing of the Year" is Japanese tradition in the new year season.
We take up our brushes to solemnly write goals and wishes for the year.

There are many new people around you today. Please don’t be anxious of language
barriers and take a bold step forward in making new Japanese friends.

In conclusion, I hope that not only the children and students, but also guardians and
everybody here will enjoy today’s bilateral event. Thank you.
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Happy New Year.I’ m Yonemoto, the mayor of Waki Town.

Thank you for coming to Waki Town today. I wholeheartedly welcome all of you.

Waki Town is located between Yamaguchi and Hiroshima Prefecture. We have Hachigamine Park on the
mountain and Japan’ s first petroleum complex center near the ocean. The nature and industry are
well-balanced here.

Kakizome is Japan® s traditional calligraphy event. In the new year, we write our goals for the year or our
feelings, in hopes to have better handwritings. Please express your thoughts as you get hands-on
experience.

Otake High School students are back with us this year to show calligraphy performance. I am excited to
see their live artwork completed with strong brush strokes and team work efforts. I hope participating
children from both countries will have fun interacting and deepening their friendship through other
Japanese traditional games, such as Hanetsuki and Takoage.

Lastly, I would like to express my deep appreciation to Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau, Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, and everyone who have supported this event. That concludes my welcoming
remarks. Everyone, please enjoy.

Ake-mashite omede-to gozaimasu.

It is a pleasure to be here today, and on behalf of the MCAS Iwakuni community, I
want to thank you all for attending and participating.

(Translation)

I am very excited to be here to see the performance and experience Japanese traditions.
This kind of exchange is a great way to learn a new culture and traditions, while
making new friends and having fun. The US and Japan alliance is an important
relationship and events like this build a great foundation for better understanding now
and later in life.

(Translation)

I want to thank Waki Town and the CSDB for hosting this event. I hope you enjoy
today’s exchange.

(Translation)

Thank you!
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(The First Writing of the year in Waki)

The New Year U.S.-Japan Joint Calligraphy Event “KAKIZOME"” Program
Sat.5th Jan.2019 9:30am-1:00pm (210min.)
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Opening Ceremony 9:30./ 2 0min.

Ll PERER TRAEIEE
Oenianrk T BRI = = ¢ ¢ s s e e e e e e e e e e e JrEEIE;
RS e BT Director General of Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau = - - - Masahiro Akase
- FIARBIE + + « « ¢ v o v s e e e e e e KAIFEA
Greetings Mayor of Waki Town = = = = = « « = = « = = = = - - . . Masaaki Yonemoto
RKBEREEMEREM FASE - - - - - = -+« = - - - JF+—RF.77—RMKIE
Commanding Officer of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni- - - Colonel Richard F. Fuerst
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Guest Performance by Calligraphy Club' 9:50
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Calligraphy Club from Hiroshima Prefectural Otake High School
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Calligraphy “KAKIZOME" Time by the Participants
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
Waki Town’s Junior High Schools and Elementary Schools
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Cultural Exchanges and Lunch 11:00./1 05min
& MBIF. FAE. BFREEDAEDERDEVTIHR

Let’s play Japanese traditional games-flying kites, kendama and hagoita
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Lunch menu : fried noodles, miso soup with pork and vegetables, fried chicken or fried potatoes
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Closing Ceremony (Group Photo Shooting)" 15 4 508icHins
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Impressions and messages from the U.S. and Japanese participants
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Closing Remarks Director of Planning Department = = =+ = « = = « « « « « . Hiromitsu Honda
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Local Coordination Division, Planning Department, Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau

Hosted by Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau
Supported by Waki Town and MCAS Iwakuni



