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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
USA Girl Scouts Overseas, West Pacific Iwakuni Home Schoolers
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Waki Town'’s Junior High School and Elementary School
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Calligraphy Club from Hiroshima Prefectural Otake High School
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Masahiro Rkase

Director General of
Chuyoku - Shikoku Defense Bureau

FAHRTE
AKAIERA

Masaaki Yonemoto

Mayor of Waki Town
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Colonel Richard F. Fuerst

Gommanding Ofiicer of
Marine Corps Rir Station Iwakuni
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Happy Hew Year everyone! | am RAkase, Director General of Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau. Luckily the weather is
heautiful today. | appreciate that so many people have come, including Mavor Yonemeto of Waki Town and Colonel Fuerst,
commanding Officer of MCAS Iwakuni.

We, Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Burean, hosts U.S-Japan exchange programs aiming fo deepen mutual understandings
between MCRS Iwakuni and its local communities. We besan hosting “U.S-lapan Friendshin Goneert” in 2010. Since 2013,
elementary school and middie school in Waki Town have participated, taking an active role in promoting hilateral
exchanges. In order to expand the exchianges, today's calligraphy event is newly held in Waki Town. We hope that chiidren
will have good time interacting with each other, making lots of friends through “kakizome” and other Japanese traditional
games such as Fukuwarai and Hagoita. Thank you very much.
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Happy New Year everyhody. I'm Yonemoto, mayer of Waki Town.

Thank you for coming to Waki Town today. | wholeheartedly welcome all of you.

Waki Town is located hetween Yamaguchi Prefecture and Hiroshima Prefecture. With Hachigamine Park on the mountain
and Japan's first petroleum complex center near the ecean, Waki Town realizes harmony hetween the nature ant indusiry.
Today, you will set hands-on experience of kakizome and see calligraphy performance by Diake High School. | hope
participating children from hoth countries will have fun interacting and deepening their friendship through Japanese
traditional games, such as Hanetsuki and Takoage.

Lastiy, | would Iike to express my deep anpreciation to Ghugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau, MCAS Iwakuni, and everyone who
have supporied this event. That concludes my welcoming remarks. Everyone, please enjoy.
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It is a pleasure o be here today, and on behalf of the MCAS Iwakuni community, | want to thank you all for atiending and
participating.

| am very excited to be here 1o see the periormance and experience lapanese traditions. This Kind of exchange is a great
way to learn cultures and traditions, while making new friends and having fun. Early interaction makes a great foundation
for greater understanding later in life.

1want to thank Waki Town and the CSDB for hosting such a great evenL. [ hope you enjoy today's exchange.

Thank you!
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(The First Writing of the year in Wakil The New Year U.S. - Japan Joint Calligraphy Event “HAKIZOME" Program $at.6th Jan.2018 9:30am-1:00pm (Z10min.)
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Opening Speech —— Director General of Chugoku - Shikoku Defense Bureau ---  Masahiro Akase
Greetings

Ma"m‘ OF Waki TOWI cocccrerrrerecresesesanaccncncncacnsnsans Masaaki Yonemoto
Commanding Officer of Marine Corps Rir Station Iwakuni -- Colonel Richard F. Fuerst

#"";%: [ Y ‘3‘ ”W I

TE%LR.J.*‘I’T EFi a6

Calligraphy Club from Hiroshima Prefectural Otake High School
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Marine Gorps Air Station Iwakuni USA Girl Scouts Overseas,

West Pacific Iwakuni Home Schoolers
Waki Town’s Junior High School and Elementary School
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Let's play Japanese traditional yames - takoage, fukuwarai and hagoita
Lunch menu: yakisoha, zenzai and fried chicken or fried potatoes
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Impressions and messages from the U.S. and Japanese participants
Closing Remarks — Director General of Chugoku - Shikoku Defense Bureau --- Masahiro Akase
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Local Coordination Division, Planning Department, Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau ,Tel.082-223-1153
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Hosted hy Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau Supported hy Waki Town and MCAS Iwakuni




