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Good afternoon, everyone.

| am Gakuto FUKAWA, Director General of Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau.

I am grateful as an organizer that so many people are attending U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert in
IWAKUNI today.

Thank you very much.

We have hosted this U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert since 2011 for the purpose of creating an
opportunity to communicate with each other between students in MCAS Iwakuni and students in local
community around the base through music, and this year marks the fifteenth.

This year, students from seven Japanese and the U.S. schools are participating: Iwakuni Middle School
and M.C. Perry High School, Iwakuni Municipal Marifu Elementary School, Otake Municipal Ogata Junior
High School, Waki Municipal Waki Elementary School, Suo-Oshima Municipal Towa Elementary School
and Takamizu Junior and Senior High School.

| heard that all the Japanese and the U.S. students had practiced jointly and made intense efforts for
today’ s Friendship Concert.

Although Japan and the U.S. have a different language, | think you could deepen the bonds between
Japan and the U.S. through music.

Today, | am looking forward to listening to the wonderful harmony that has been cultivated between
Japan and the U.S. as a result of your practice.

Also, | would like to ask audience including family members to enjoy and help make the concert
exciting.

Finally, | would like to close my remarks by extending my cordial gratitude to all concerned: MCAS
Iwakuni, Iwakuni City, Otake city, Waki Town and Suo-Oshima Town for their cooperation to make this
happen.

Thank you.
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Hello everyone. | am Yoshihiko FUKUDA, Mayor of Iwakuni City.

| have been greatly looking forward to today’ s U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert.

| understand the students here have already held two joint dress rehearsals in preparation for today’ s performance.

I believe each participating school has expanded its circle of friendship through these international exchanges.

As you know, lwakuni City hosts both U.S. base facilities and Self-Defense Force installations, and daily life here
fosters many U.S.-Japan community exchanges.

I, too, continue to deepen ties with Colonel Rossman and many others.

The mutual trust and understanding that grow between Japanese and U.S. residents as members of the same
community will, | believe, make our city an even brighter place to live.

This morning, | took part in an event celebrating the second anniversary of the renovated McDonald’ s lwakuni
and the thirty-fifth anniversary of its opening.

I made Big Macs and French fries and handed them out at the drive-through.

The venue was filled with smiles from Japanese and U.S. children, which made me feel that Iwakuni offers many
opportunities for international exchange throughout the city.

Today you are the stars of this event.

I hope your hard work leads to great success and that this joint concert further expands the positive circle of
international friendship.

In closing, | would like to express my deepest gratitude to Mr. FUKAWA, Director General of the
Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau, and to all those who have contributed to making this event possible.

Please join me in wishing today’ s performers a successful concert today.

Minasan Konnichiwa.

It is a pleasure to be here today, and on behalf of the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni community, |
would like to thank each of you for attending.

I would also like to extend a personal thank you to Director General FUKAWA; the Mayors of lwakuni,
Otake, Waki, and Suo-Oshima; the Superintendents of municipalities; the principals and teachers of the
participating schools; and everyone who has made this concert possible for their efforts in sponsoring,
planning, and coordinating this friendship exchange.

This is my first time to attend this U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert.

I am excited to be here to see the performance of everyone who practiced so hard for this event
especially knowing that this started as a joint concert for students of Iwakuni City and MCAS Iwakuni in
2011 and now it has become a great annual event with the participation of students from Otake City,
Waki, and Suo-Oshima Towns.

Music is often called a universal language — not because we understand every lyric, but because its
rhythms, instruments, and voices connect us beyond words.

| hope today’s event deepens your appreciation for music and helps you build lasting friendships
between our American and Japanese communities.

Thank you and please enjoy the concert.
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© FERF K SBIIIERFNIVERE Suo-Oshima Municipal Towa ES
[ hA4IF ~I\DLDRE~ | [ Kaimana-Our Hawaiian Friends ]
fEH : 7—bh-OXZX ZEFIV-IXX Composer: Art Umezu, Michiru Umezu
1E58 . 7—bh-oXX Songwriter: Art Umezu
[ ECFTH ~How Far I' ll Go~ | [ How Far I'll Go |
el : U= ZaT)L-ZSS5V% /Rl . T4 T - XYFH— Composer: Lin-Manuel Miranda / Arrenger: David Metzger
1658 : U= =aI)L-Z5V% Songwriter: Lin-Manuel Miranda
1B 58 BF / #5=  LH & Conductor: FURUTANI Akiko / Accompanist: YAMADA Mizuki
® HARSRISIE U.S.-Japan Joint Chorus

EETIIFERIVER / FIARBISIAIA/IVER  Iwakuni Municipal Marifu ES / Waki Municipal Waki ES
AT ZRIVAT—=IV / MCANU—-J]\?XT—]l  Iwakuni Middle School / M.C. Perry High School

[ $TDHFIC ] [ Over the Rainbow |
1E8f : /\OJVR-7—L> / fRmll : A—RU—-RF A5 — Composer: Harold Arlen / Arranger: Audrey Snyder
ez : EY.J\—=I\—=5 Lyrics: E.Y. Harburg
g . AT 1-TI—h— / #E . 4TI XUX Conductor: Grady Fluker / Accompanist: Michael Perez
® SEMIIMEBM/IVER Iwakuni Municipal Marifu ES
[ #REBDZIUT A2 ~HAIEDESR~ | [ Little Brown Jug |
el : J.Ur 7 — / $REA - KO & Composer: J. Winner / Arranger: MINAKUCHI Toru
EERA tE Conductor: NAGAHATA Nanae
[P —=Te— ] [ Under the Sea |
EH : 7S AT Composer: Alan Menken
EERA tE Conductor: NAGAHATA Nanae
® HXRSREZ= U.S.-Japan Joint Ensemble
KIMILIVEDRER / BKEERR -FEfTBHRER  oOtake Municipal Ogata JHS / Takamizu HS and Takamizu JHS
M.CAU— )\ RT—=])L M.C. Perry High School
[ Happiness | (&) [ Happiness | (song by Arashi)
1Em : [ K5 / fwEh : 5/ %5 Composer: OKADA Mio / Arranger: GOMA Mikio
g JUARN T 7—1kwY Conductor: Christopher Hodge
[ T Zbssig | @ : )<rL—y4THUETY) [ He's a Pirate ] (from Pirates of the Caribbean)
el : 5D -INFIVS / Rl : I\ R I — Composer: Klaus Badelt / Arranger: Hans Zimmer
B8 | THA @ Conductor: NIIMOTO Ken
[ DI IRAN | [ Washington Post March |
1EfA : Yav-TJqUvT- 2= / fFil : ON\—NE- T4 RAY—-I21=7 Composer: John Philip Sousa / Arranger: Robert E. Foster,Jr.
f5iE  THA Conductor: NIIMOTO Ken
o HXBSR&EE -85 U.S.-Japan Joint Ensemble and Chorus
28R All Performers
[ PUINIRIR=F | (F=X:PVIKUTY) [ Anpanman March | (from Anpanman)
1EM : =K feh'U / 1Rl RS HF Composer: MIKI Takashi / Arranger: ASANO Yuri
{E&d : w58 fehL Songwriter: YANASE Takashi
bt Conductor: NIIMOTO Ken
-— ANy &Y 4 v
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There are 11 members in the Takamizu HS and Takamizu JHS Concert Band, six
high school students and five junior high school students.

Due to our group’s small size, we will only be participating in the joint
performances.

But we all love music and have been looking forward to the wonderful
opportunity of joining in today’s U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert.

We will perform to the best of our abilities until the very end.

Thank you for your support.
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Hello everyone!

We are the “Beauty and the Beast Band” from the Otake Municipal Ogata JHS
Concert Band.

Otake Municipal Ogata JHS is home to spirited students who put their hearts into
greeting others, their academics, and school events.

The Concert Band is no exception.

Our 15 members practice hard every day, aiming to create music that truly
reaches the hearts of our listeners.

Today, we will do our very best to share the results of all the effort we have made
in preparation for this stage.

Please enjoy our harmonies until the very end.
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Hello everyone.

Our hometown, Waki Town, is located along the Oze River, which flows
along the border with Hiroshima Prefecture.

It is a charming town rich in natural beauty.

Hachigamine Park, in particular, is a wonderful place, with a beautiful rose
garden and a 255-meter-long roller slide.

Many people visit from outside our town as well. We hope you will pay us a visit too!

We, the third graders at Waki Municipal Waki ES, love to sing. We have been
practicing passionately for this U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert.

We hope to deliver our beautiful harmonies with our many friends.

Please enjoy our performance.
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The Matthew C. Perry High School Band and Choir program is a vibrant and
growing community of young musicians dedicated to excellence, creativity, and
collaboration.

Each ensemble meets every other day for 90-minute rehearsals, giving students
the focused time needed to strengthen their musical skills, build confidence, and
form meaningful connections with their peers.

Throughout the academic year, our musicians participate in three major
performances that highlight their dedication, artistry, and growth.

In addition to these cornerstone events, students also take part in numerous
smaller performances on campus and in the surrounding community, ensuring
a well-rounded and impactful performance experience for every participant.

At Matthew C. Perry High School, we believe that music education fosters
discipline, creativity, teamwork, and personal growth.

Our band and choir members take great pride in representing their school
with integrity and passion, and we remain committed to offering enriching
opportunities that inspire students to excel as musicians and as individuals.
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The Iwakuni Middle School Choir is thrilled to take the stage at this
year’ s U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert in Iwakuni.

With nearly 40 determined young musicians from grades 6 through 8, the
choir brings together singers who are discovering—many for the very first
time—the joy and discipline of performing in a vocal ensemble.

Each rehearsal is filled with focused effort as students strive to create a warm,
resonant tone and shape every phrase with intention and musicality.

Throughout the year, the choir has proudly shared their growing artistry with
the community, performing at the Kintai Bridge Art Festival, the MCAS Iwakuni
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony, and their annual Winter Concert.

Under the direction of Michael Perez, the ensemble embraces challenges,
explores new repertoire, and approaches each performance with enthusiasm and
commitment.

This time, the choir is especially excited to feature 7th grade student Grady
Fluker, who will make his conducting debut with Somewhere Over the Rainbow.

We are honored to share our music with you and hope you enjoy the
performance.
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Hello everyone.

We are students from Suo-Oshima Municipal Towa ES, which is located in
the easternmost part of Suo-Oshima Town.

Suo-Oshima Town has a long tradition of cultural exchange with Hawaii,
including hula dancing events and other cultural activities.

Today, our first and second graders will perform “Kaimana-Our Hawaiian
Friends.”

Please enjoy their energetic and charming dance.

Also, students from grades three to six will sing “How Far I’ Il Go,” the theme
song from the movie Moana.

Learning to sing in three-part harmony was challenging, but we have
worked hard to bring our hearts together and create a beautiful harmony.

We hope you enjoy our performance.
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lwakuni Municipal Marifu ES
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Iwakuni Municipal Marifu ES is a large school with 742 students in total.

Under the school motto“Niko-Niko, Waku-Waku, Don-Don,” which roughly
translates into“More and more smiles and excitement,” all students, from
first graders to sixth graders, spend time playing and cleaning together
with students from other grade levels to forge friends hips and strive for a
better school life.

It is a wonderful school overflowing with “Happy and Merry Words” that
fill everyone with joy.

20 members from fourth to sixth grade perform in our brass band.

Every day, we practice diligently during lunchtime.

Over the past year, we performed at Sports Day, the Respect for the Aged
celebration, the Iwakuni Festival, and the Marifu Elementary and Junior
High School joint concert.

Today, we will also play with all our hearts, so please enjoy the music.
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Hosted by Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau

Jointly hosted by Iwakuni City,
Iwakuni City Board of Education and MCAS Iwakuni

Supported by Yamaguchi Prefecture,
Otake City, Waki Town and Suo-Oshima Town




