020l T

2026
Joint

SSHIOEFER

Memory of KAKIZOME

S84 &
181083 10:00~13:30 1

Sat., January 10,2026 10:00~13:30 (&

FOARBIILFOAR/NNERE \WwOezmesfAERIA1 TE13-1

Waki Municipal Waki Elementary School ¢
1-13-1 Waki, Waki Town, Kuga County, Yamaguchi Prefecture

S

Y949

»
KEEMEEMEENA—IVZAAYN hT ZANININYT77
Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni Girl Scouts
Cub Scouts Pack 77, Marine Corps Air Station Iwaku%.
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'Yamaguchi Prefectural Iwakuni High School \

'Sakaue Branch Kagura Dance Club ¢
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9:30~ 2 Reception

10:00~10:15| f & I Opening Ceremony

ZHULED Opening Remarks

TENERERR R EA
FUKAWA Gakuto,
Director General of Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau

AR A BE=
SAKAMOTO Keizo,
Mayor of Waki Town

KBRBEEMEZBMHTRE FRA OAVVKIE
Col Kenneth K. Rossman,
Commanding Officer of MCAS Iwakuni

10:15~10:50 | Z:'E/NTF+—T VR Calligraphy Performance
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Yamaguchi Prefectural Iwakuni High School Calligraphy Club
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Yamaguchi Prefectural Iwakuni High School Sakaue Branch Kagura Dance Club

10:50~11:30| &< New Year's Calligraphy

FEREFEZEVWTHFULLS!
Let's enjoy writing your favorite words!

11:30~12:30 Japanese Traditional New Year's Game

F—LDHABEEULSBEVDELLS!
Let's enjoy playing games with the team members!

12:30~13:15 Luncheon

HABTEULSBEIRZERBNFLLS!
Let's enjoy having lunch with everyone!

13:15~13:30 Closing Ceremony

Group Picture
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Group Pictures will be taken.
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Good morning, and Happy New Year everyone.

| am FUKAWA, Director General of Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau, MOD.

Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau hosts and co-hosts various cultural exchange programs to strengthen mutual
understanding among residents of MCAS Iwakuni and local municipalities.

| am extremely grateful that we are able to hold the 7th New Year U.S.-Japan Joint Calligraphy Event KAKIZOME again at
Waki Town.

I would like to thank everyone from Waki Town, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Girl Scouts, and Cub Scouts Pack 77, for
participating in The New Year U.S.-Japan Joint Calligraphy Event KAKIZOME.

I want all of you to socialize and make friends with each other through Japanese new year traditions, such as the calligraphy
writing.

Also, | wish all the family members can enjoy and make the most out of today’ s event.

To conclude my speech on behalf of Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau, | express my gratitude to Waki Town, Marine Corps
Air Station lwakuni, Otake High School Calligraphy Club and Student Council, Iwakuni High School Calligraphy Club, lwakuni
High School Sakaue Branch Kagura Dance Club, and Yamashiro-Shiraha Kagura Preservation Troops for your cooperation.

Thank you very much.
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Happy New Year, everyone!

It is my great pleasure to welcome you all today’ s The New Year U.S.-Japan Joint Calligraphy Event KAKIZOME.

I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to everyone who contributed to making this occasion possible.

KAKIZOME, or the First Writing of the year, is a Japanese culture that originated as a court event in the Heian period and
spread to people during the Edo period.

This practice not only serves as an opportunity to improve our handwriting but also encourages us to start the new year
with a fresh mindset by writing auspicious words or New Year’ s resolutions.

As we engage in this activity today, | invite you to reflect on the kind of year you hope to have and the goals you wish to
achieve.

This year, we are honored to have Yamaguchi Prefectural Iwakuni High School Calligraphy Club present a special calligraphy
performance.

Please enjoy watching the impressive works being created.

Additionally, you can enjoy a dance performance by the Kagura Dance Club members of Iwakuni High School Sakaue
Branch.

With more entertainment than ever before, we hope you will experience and enjoy traditional Japanese culture through
these performances and the New Year games featured in the second half of today’ s program.

| hope that today’ s event will serve as a meaningful opportunity for participating students and all attendees to strengthen
mutual understanding and forge lasting friendship.

Minasan Akemashite Omedeto - Gozaimasu - Happy New Year everyone.

It is a pleasure to be here today, and on behalf of the MCAS Iwakuni community, | want to thank you for inviting American
children to participate in this event.

Waki Town is a beautiful town.

My family and | haven’ t visited Hachigamine Park yet, but | hear great things about it with beautiful scenery, roller slide,
dinosaur and playground equipment for not only children, but adults as well to enjoy.

This is my first time to attend this First Writing.

| am excited to be here to see the performance and experience these unique Japanese traditions.

Events like this make living in Japan special for Americans and form memories that are sure to last a lifetime.

| want to thank Waki Town, Waki Town Board of Education, and the CSDB for hosting such a great event.

I look forward to meeting you today as we further the bonds between our communities.

I wish you all a prosperous and healthy 2026.
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