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Good morning, everyone.

My name is Gakuto FUKAWA, and | am the Director General of Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau, Ministry of Defense.

Let me say a few words as one of organizers of this event.

Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau hosts and co-hosts a variety of exchange programs for residents of MCAS Iwakuni and local
municipalities to better know one another and achieve mutual understanding.

| am very glad to be able to hold 10th SUO-OSHIMA U.S.-Japan Children Soccer here in Suo-Oshima Town.

To all players, thank you very much for joining us today.

Today, we have so many players from Suo-Oshima Town, lwakuni City and MCAS lwakuni.

This event is probably the first opportunity for most of the participants from Japanese and American side to meet each other,
but I hope you can have a great time socializing and making new friends through today’ s games.

Please make sure to do enough warm-up to avoid injury.

Although our time is limited, | would also like parents attending today to enjoy yourselves as much as your children do.

Finally, to conclude my remark before opening SUO-OSHIMA U.S.-Japan Children Soccer 2025, | would like to express my
sincere gratitude to Suo-Oshima Town, lwakuni City, Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni and all those involved for your efforts and
cooperation in making this event happen today.

Thank you.
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Good morning, everyone. Welcome to Suo-Oshima Town. We extend a warm welcome to all of you here today.

Suo-Oshima Town is renowned as the "Island of Oranges" floating in the clear blue waters of the Seto Inland Sea.

It is also fondly regarded as the "Hawaii of the Seto Inland Sea" thanks to its warm climate.

Moreover, in 1963, Suo-Oshima Town established a sister island relationship with Kauai, Hawaii given that the large
community of Hawaiian immigrants live here.

To this day, we actively engage in cross-cultural exchange.

Every year, starting in June, we wear aloha shirts to warmly welcome visitors with the spirit of aloha “the spirit of hospitality”.

Many people from within and outside the prefecture join us for "Saturday Hula," held every Saturday during the summer.

This year marks the 10th anniversary of the "SUO-OSHIMA U.S.-Japan Children Soccer."

Soccer has helped Japanese and American children to strengthen their ties and expand their friendships.

| hope that exchanges between these children will continue hereafter.

Finally, | would like to express my gratitude to the Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau, Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,
Iwakuni City, and all those involved in Suo-Oshima Town for your efforts in organizing this event.

Director General FUKAWA, Suo-Oshima Mayor FUJIMOTO, Suo-Oshima Town Board of Education Superintendent HOSHINO,
Iwakuni City Board of Education Deputy Superintendent KAYA and Minasan Konnichiwa.

It is a pleasure to be here today and on behalf of the MCAS Iwakuni community, | want to thank you all for attending and

articipating.

: Suo-gshingw Town has beautiful mountains and beaches, and many people from MCAS Iwakuni visit here often.

We enjoy swimming, biking, camping, trekking and also eating at various cafes and restaurants.

Today, we are lucky to play soccer at this special place while we feel the island breeze and soak in the beautiful nature.

This is my second time attending this event.

Last year, | enjoyed seeing all the children have fun playing soccer with their American and Japanese teammates.

Everybody learned how to work together, cheer for other teams, and maintain a positive attitude.

Today, you will improve your soccer skills and make new friends.

Please keep in touch with friends that you make today.

| hope this event will become a fond memory that lasts a lifetime.

| want to thank Suo-Oshima Town, Iwakuni City, and CSDB for hosting such a great event.

| hope you enjoy today's exchange.

Thank you!
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— U.S.-Japan Children Soccer in Suo-Oshima 2025 Program

10:00~10:30 | 32 f{ Reception
THNED hENEERE A EA
Opening FUKAWA Gakuto
10:30~10:40 B Remarks Director General of Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau
Opening A XBEE B B2E
Ceremony FUJIMOTO Kiyotaka, Mayor of Suo-Oshima Town
KB EEMEENTSHANPRRIANE
FZIFUI AT NIVhE
LtCol Federico W. Mendizabal,
Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron CO
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Group Picture | Group Pictures will be taken.
Practice Let’ s enjoy practicing with everyone!
11:30-12:30| B K & BhIBERULBBTHEBNELLS!
Lunch Break | Let’s enjoy lunch together!
] HFRIEERULLAELELLS!
Game Let’ s enjoy playing games with everyone!
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12:30~12:45
12:55~13:10
13:20~13:35
13:45~14:00

14:10~14:25

Yellow
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14:35~14:50

F£10@EZ4FRUSKS 10th Anniversary Special Game

15:05~15:10

&IV Closing Ceremony
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The game pitted all 75 players against all 10 coaches!
It was an intense battle involving 2 fields and 10 balls, but the team of players who managed to steal
the ball from the coaches and score the most goals won!
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