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Good afternoon, everyone. | am Hiroyuki TAJITSU, Director General of Chugoku-Shikoku Defense
Bureau.

First of all, let me appreciate the size of today’s audience and thank everyone for attending the
annual U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert in IWAKUNI despite your busy schedule.

We started to host this U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert in 2011, marking the fourteenth time this
year, for the purpose of creating an opportunity for students in MCAS Iwakuni and local
municipalities to communicate with each other through music.

This year, we have students from seven Japanese and the U.S. schools in total, which are lwakuni
Intermediate School, Iwakuni Middle School and M.C. Perry High School in MCAS Iwakuni, Iwakuni
Municipal Takamori Elementary School, Waki Municipal Waki Junior High School, Suo-Oshima
Municipal Shimanaka Elementary School and Otake Municipal Otake Junior High School.

| understand that students from Japan and the U.S. have already practiced together and worked
very hard for today’s Friendship Concert. Although we do not speak the same language, | believe
that music helps us deepen the bond between the two countries, transcending our language
barrier. Today, | am looking forward to listening to the beautiful harmony that has been cultivated
as a product of your joint effort.

Also, | would like to ask the audience including parents and family members to cheer for the
performers on stage and enjoy the concert.

Finally, to conclude my speech, | would like to extend my deepest gratitude to all those involved
from MCAS Iwakuni, lwakuni City, Waki Town, Suo-Oshima Town and Otake City, for your
cooperation in making this event happen. Thank you very much.
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Hello, everyone. My name is Toshiharu Moriyama, and | serve as the Head of the Board of
Education for lwakuni CitK.

It is truly an honor to be here at the U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert in Iwakuni.

This wonderful event brings together students from M.C. Perry High School, Iwakuni Middle
School, Iwakuni Intermediate School, Otake Municipal Otake Junior High School, Waki Municipal
Waki Junior High School, Suo-Oshima Municipal Shimanaka Elementary School, and Ilwakuni
Municipal Takamori Elementary School.

This concert represents a remarkable opportunity for students from Japan and the United
States to come together, transcending cultural and linguistic barriers, and uniting their hearts
through creating a harmony of music.

| sincerely hope that this event will serve as a catalyst for deeper understanding beyond national
and cultural boundaries, and lead to mutual respect as good neighbors and strengthen the
bonds of friendship and collaboration between the two nations.

| also wish every student performing today the very best in showcasing the fruits of their hard
work and dedication. To conclude, | would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to the teachers
arrw]d ekveryone who has contributed their time and efforts to bring this event to life.

Thank you.
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Minasan Konnichiwa.

It is my pleasure to be here today, and on behalf of the Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni
community, | would like to thank each of you for attending.

| would also like to extend a personal thank you to Director General Tajitsu; the Mayors of
Iwakuni, Otake, Waki, and Suo-Oshima; superintendents of City and Town Board of Education;
the principals and teachers of the participating schools; and everyone who has made this concert
possible for their efforts in sponsoring, planning, and coordinating this friendship exchange.
Since 2011, this great annual event showcases the exceptional talent in our community.

For those of you that have not had the chance to attend this concert in the past, you are truly
in for a treat today. Although our native spoken languages are very different, music is truly the
great universal language, and these students will no doubt demonstrate that for us today.
Music is an incredibly important part of our experience as humans. It both conveys and elicits
emotions. It soothes us in our times of trouble and helps us celebrate our moments of triumph.
It is central to every culture in the world. | cannot imagine either Japanese or American culture
without the wide variety of musical genres interweaved within.

Music performance is not possible without music education. For me, music education was a
central part of my childhood. My grandmother was a high school music teacher.

| played saxophone throughout my elementary, middle school, and high school years.

Some of my most fond memories in life are creating coherent sounds as a group from the
disparate individual parts within a band.

But beyond the specific instrumental skills, music education has so many side benefits.

It teaches leadership, enhances communication abilities, and improves interpersonal skills that
are critical to all professions and in-life, in-general.

| appreciate how hard these students and music teachers have worked to make this concert
possible today. | know that the parents here have also made many sacrifices to ensure their
children can participate. | know these things because there is a tuba player, a trombonist, and
vocalist on stage today that sit at my dining room table.

As we listen to the beautiful music today, let us reflect on the fact that we are so lucky to live
in a place that values both music and the interactions it creates. | believe that Iwakuni continues
to set the standard with respect to community relations between a military installation and
the surrounding community. Today is a highly visible reminder of that.

Thank you for your support of these students and please enjoy the concert.
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[Witness]
Arranger: Victor Johnson
Conductor: Michael Perez / Accompanist: Jana Williams

[Something Told the Wild Geese]

Conductor: Michael Perez / Accompanist: Jana Williams

[Banaha, Congolese Round]
Conductor: Michael Perez

Otake Municipal Otake JHSJJ

[Disney Film Favorites]
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[Disney Film Favorites]
Arranger: Johnnie Vinson Conductor: MATSUMOTO Iku

[J-BEST 23]
Arranger: MIYAGAWA Seiji  Conductor: MATSUMOTO lku

lwakuni Municipal Takamori ES /4
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[Ghibli Collection Vol.2]

Arranger: YAMAZATO Sawako Conductor: TANAKA Tetsuji

Iwakuni Intermediate School J3

[RU=ART— AL R-Ry—-H Ls- k)L —]

EdD: FH_TIL-R91> R FHZIIL-RI91>

1818 D)7 -W-Rh—> / 8 IRF\TF1)
[EENRI—([D1val&h)) |

{EER: P27 RATIA NI TvI 51 / R W. DPvv7
E5: VAV T RATIWANI THI 51 R

1518 V27 -W-Rh—> / 5 IX%\TF)

t 28 Je

J A ASHIIEP/NER

[Dreams Were Made to Come True]

Composer: Nathaniel Stine Songwriter: Nathaniel Stine
Conductor: Julia W. Stone / Accompanist: Mizuki Hamagiri
[I’'m A Star from WISH]

Composer: Julia Michaels, Benjamin Rice / Arranger: W. Jack
Songwriter: Julia Michaels, Benjamin Rice

Conductor: Julia W. Stone / Accompanist: Mizuki Hamagiri

Break S
Suo-Oshima Municipal Shimanaka ES J3
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[Shimanaka Daiko]

lwakuni Middle School J9
M.C. Perry High School
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[Freedom City March]
Composer: Karl King / Arranger: James Swearingen
Conductor: Christopher Hodge

[{(AYBEGINNING]
Composer: RYOSAKUMA / Arranger: GOMA Mikio
Conductor: Christopher Hodge

Joint Ensemble JI
Iwakuni Middle School
M.C. Perry High School
Iwakuni Municipal Takamori ES
Otake Municipal Otake JHS
Waki Municipal Waki JHS
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[Detective Conan Main Theme]
Composer: ONO Katsuo / Arranger: MIYAGAWA Seiji

1518 B TR Conductor: TANAKA Tetsuji
[72 R RRN] [Washington Post March]
{Edy: 23> 71 )y T 2= / Jlh: ON—NE- 7RI —T2 =7 Composer: John Philip Sousa / Arranger: Robert E. Foster, Jr.

518 B BR Conductor: TANAKA Tetsuji
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GRE%-8018 Joint Ensemble and Chorus J9

ESNR All Performers
[EARE~ERYDRD~] [Stroll from “My Neighbor Totoro”]
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Composer: HISAISHI Joe / Arranger: SAIJO Taiki
Songwriter: NAKAGAWA Rieko Conductor: TANAKA Tetsuji
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The combined Middle School and High School Chorus from
MCAS Iwakuni consists of almost 60 singers from 6th grade
through 12th grade.

The music selections they will be performing tonight represent
a diverse selection of contemporary American choral music
for young voices.

“Witness” is a traditional African/American Spiritual that sings
of hope andtriumph over challenges.

“Something Told the Wild Geese” is a beautiful poem set to
l%rical melodies that capture natures capacity to withstand
the harsh winter days.

Lastly, “Banaha” is an acapella children’s song from Central
Africa. The lyrics are fun and enjoyable to sing. We hope that
you enjoy our performance.
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We are the Iwakuni Middle School and MC Perry High School
Combined Band comprised of students from grades 7 to 12.
These ensembles practice everyother day at two different schools,
and then rehearse to%ether after school for this performance.
Both groups have multiple performances throughout the year
and perform for many kinds of events at their schools. In the
spirit of bringing everyone together through music, our
performance today reflects music from both countries. We
will be performing a traditional Karl King march from the United
States Mid-West, and a song entitled “(A)BEGINNING” by the
?opular Osaka J-Pop ensemble Ae!_l%roup. We are looking

orward to performing foryou today. Thank you.
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The Waki Junior High School Brass Band currently consists of
three first-year students following the retirement of our third-
year members in the fall.
Although we are only performing in the joint ensemble today,
we have practiced diligently and are excited to take the stage
at the U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert in IWAKUNI. We are truly
grateful for this opportunity to connect with others through
) the universal language of music. We look forward to sharing
| this moment and fully enjoying the experience of performing
Y together. ‘
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Herl1[o, Fveryone! We are the brass band club from Otake Junior High
School.

We have been practicing under the motto,“Pour our hearts into every
note - Perform to inspire!” Our efforts were rewarded with the Excellent
Award at a competition last August. We're also grateful for oppor-
tunities to perform, not only at competitions but also at various
community events.

Today, we aim to inspire you with our performance. We hope you
enjoy it to the very end!
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We are the Takamori Elementary School Brass Band Club, composed
of 21 enthusiastic students ranging from third to sixth grade. We're
thrilled to take part in the lwakuni U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert.
Seven of the 21 members only began playing in the brass band in
the spring, but we achieved the silver prize in the summer compet-
ition. Beyond competitions, we perform at various events, includin
school sports days, local respect-for-senior-citizens meetings, cultura
festivals, shrine celebrations, and more, contributing to the vitality
| of our community. We have a deep love for music and are committed
to continuing our practice to bring joyful melodies to those around
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The White Snake Chorus is an after-school club at Iwakuni Interme-
diate School consisting of 23 students in grades 4 and 5. This group
meets every Monday.

The Chorus will be presenting two selections chosen by the students.
The first selection will be “Dreams Were Made to Come True”. This
anthem reminds us that dreams create endless possibilities. The
pop-style melody makes this easy to learn and a joy to sing.

Our second selection is “I'm a Star (from WISH)”. Enjoy the upbeat
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Hello everyone.

Shimanaka Elementary School is a school with a total of 18 students
located on Suo-Oshima Island in the Seto Inland Sea. Although it is
a small school, the students Fet along well, cooperate with each
other, and enjoy their school life

The area near the school is rich in nature, with a sandy beach called
Shiratori Beach and mandarin orange orchards. This year commem-
orates the 150th anniversary of our school’s founding. We are grat-
eful for the continued support we have received from so many local
people. Toda¥, we will be performing the "Shimanaka Taiko" drumming,
a tradition of Shimanaka Elementary School.

We will play with all our hearts, so please listen and enjoy.
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