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First wri’[ing of the year/in Waki,

Memory of KAKIZOME
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S Scouting America, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni Girl Scouts
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Chlldren from Waki Town
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Voulunteers from The Calligraphy Class “Miyabi Kai" (Guest)

LWORTEERFFRIR ESRMEET 57 (5 X MHE)
Kagura Dance Club from Iwakuni High School Sakaue Branch(Guest)
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Good morning, and happy new year. My name is Motohiro Ariga, and | am Director of Planning Department of Chugoku-Shikoku
Defense Bureau, MOD.

First, | would like to thank everyone from Waki Town, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Scouting America and Girl Scout, for
participating in U.S.—Japan First writing of the year 2025.

| want all of you to socialize and make friends with each other by doing the calligraphy writing together, which is a Japanese
tradition for new year.

Also, | wish all the family members can enjoy and make the most out of today’s event.

Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau hosts and co-hosts various cultural exchange programs to strengthen mutual understanding
among residents of MCAS Iwakuni and local municipalities. | am extremely grateful that we are able to hold the 6th New Year
Writing again at Waki elementary school, which marks its 150th anniversary this year.

To conclude my speech on behalf of Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau, | express my gratitude to Waki Town, Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Miyabi-kai, lwakuni high school Sakaue branch school Kagura club, and Yamashiro—Shiraha Kagura Troupe for
your cooperation.

Thank you very much.
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Happy New Year, everyonel

It is my great pleasure to welcome you all to today’s New Year U.S.—Japan Friendship Calligrahpy Event “Kakizome”. | would
like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to everyone who contributed to making this occasion possible.

Kakizome, or the first writing of the year, is a cherished tradition in Japanese culture that originated during the Edo period
(from 17th to 19th century). This practice not only serves as an opportunity to improve our handwriting but also encourages
us to start the new year with a fresh mindset by writing auspicious words or New Year’s resolutions. As we engage in this
activity today, | invite you to reflect on the kind of year you hope to have and the goals you wish to achieve.

This year, we are honored to have the calligraphy class “Miyabikai” present a special calligraphy performance for the first time.
Additionally, you can enjoy a dance performance by the Kagura Club members of Iwakuni High School’s Sakaue Branch. With
more entertainment than ever before, we hope you will experience and enjoy traditional Japanese culture through these
performances and the New Year games featured in the second half of today’s program.

The fiscal year 2024 marks the 150th anniversary of Waki Elementary School’s founding. We have reached this milestone thanks
to the support and efforts of many people involved. As we set our sights on the 200th anniversary, we remain committed to
extend our history while fostering U.S.-Japan exchange activities as a vital part of this continued effort.

| hope that today’s event will serve as a meaningful opportunity for participating students and all attendees to strengthen mutual
understanding and forge lasting friendships.

Ake-mashite omede-to gozaimasu.

It is a pleasure to be here today, and on behalf of the MCAS Iwakuni community, | want to thank you for invitihng American children

to participate in this event.

This is my second time to attend this First Writing, and | am excited to be here to see the performance and appreciate the

beautiful artform of Japanese calligraphy once again. Unfortunately for me, it is also a reminder of just how terrible my penmanship

is in English.

This kind of exchange is a great way to learn cultures and traditions while renewing old acquaintances and making new friends

in the new year. Through an event lke this, | hope the children here today make connections with each other that last a lifetime.

| want to thank Waki Town, Waki Town Board of Education, and the Chugoku—Shikoku Defense Bureau for hosting such a great

event. Also, congratulations on the 150th anniversary of Waki Elementary School. | hope you enjoy today’s exchange, and | wish

you all a prosperous and healthy 2025.
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First writing of the year in Waki
MBOARZASEOE 70774

The New Year U.S.-Japan Joint Calligraphy Event KAKIZOME Program

9:30~ 521

Reception

10:00~10:15 FEX Opening Ceremony

ZHWED Opening Remarks
FENEREREESR BE TR
ARIGA Motohiro,
Director, Planning Department of Chugoku-Shikoku Dfense Bureau

MAETHIETE HY HE

TANAKA Masahiko,

Deputy Mayor of Waki town

KBEFEEMZEEMIIGE VFvy—RKR-5XA /v 7Kk
Col Richard M. Rusnok, Jr.,

Commanding Officer of MCAS Iwakuni

10:15~10:50 BENTA#—7 >R Calligraphy Performance
SEHZE [HR] &F

Volunteers from The Calligraphy Class “Miyabi Kai”
WORTEESFERIR ERRMET ST

Kagura Dance Club from Iwakuni High School Sakaue Branch

10:50~11:30 EEMWH New Year's Calligraphy

PFEREFEZEVWTAHFLLD !
Let’s enjoy writing your favorite words!

11:30~12:30 IEA#EY Japanese Traditional New Year's Game

F—LDHABEREULSBEUTELLD !
Let’s enjoy playing games with the team members!

12:30~13:15 BRE Lunch

AABTEUSBBEIREZBNEFLLD !
Let’s enjoy having lunch with everyone!

13:15~13:30 A& Closing Ceremony

SC=W®  Group Picture

SETEREIREZEHIHVET,
Group Pictures will be taken.

[(BREISE] dEMNEER [POC] Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau
Tel: 082-223-7142 Tel: 082-223-7142
& : PENEES Hosted by Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau

He : FIARE]. RKBEKEEMZESH Jointly Hosted by Waki Town and MCAS lwakuni



