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Good afternoon, everyone.

| am NISHIGATA, Director General of Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau.

| am grateful that so many people are with us here in Sinfonia Iwakuni today despite your busy
schedule.

We started to host this U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert in 2011 for the purpose of having an
opportunity to communicate with each other between students in MCAS Iwakuni and students in
local schools around the base through music, and this year marks the thirteenth time this concert
has been held.

This year, students from six Japanese and the U.S. schools that are Iwakuni Middle School and
M.C.Perry High School in MCAS Iwakuni, Iwakuni Municipal Marifu Elementary School, Waki Municipal
Waki Elementary School, Suo-Oshima Municipal Migama Elementary School and Otake Municipal
Ogata Junior High School are participating.

| heard that all the Japanese and the U.S. students had practiced jointly and made intense efforts
for today’s Friendship Concert. Although Japan and the U.S. have a different language, | think you
could deepen the bonds between Japan and the U.S. through music. Today, | am looking forward
to listening to the wonderful harmony that has been cultivated between Japan and the U.S. as a
result of your practice.

Also, | would like to ask audience including parents to enjoy today’s concert and help make it
exciting.

Finally, | would like to end my opening remarks by extending my cordial gratitude to all concerned
in MCAS Iwakuni, lwakuni City, Waki Town, Suo-Oshima Town and Otake City who cooperated
with us to host today’s concert. Thank you.
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Congratulations on the U.S-JAPAN Friendship Concert in Iwakuni, participated by M.C. Perry High

School and Iwakuni Middle School from MCAS Iwakuni, Iwakuni Municipal Marifu Elementary School,
Otake Municipal Ogata Middle School and Suo-Oshima Municipal Migama Elementary School.

We recognize that this concert is a wonderful event that brings students together from Japan and

U.S. beyond cultural and language barrier, and deepens their friendship through music performance
and chorus.

On New Year's Day this year, a significant earthquake hit Noto Peninsula in Ishikawa Prefecture
and brought tremendous damage to the region. Many lives were lost. We would like to express our
deepest sympathies to all those who have been affected by the earthquake and our deepest
condolences to those who lost their lives.

Currently, supporting network is growing nationwide for the early disaster recovery. The U.S. Forces
in Japan have also started Tomodachi Initiatives to deliver relief supplies to the affected areas and
more.

| believe such a wonderful relationship of trust between Japan and U.S. today has established as a
result of continued effort to hold exchange activities like today's concert over the years.

| sincerely hope that the students who will perform today will not only fully demonstrate the results

of their practice, but also respect each other as good neighbors and friends, and further deepen the
bonds between Japan and U.S.

Lastly, | would like to conclude my remarks by wishing that today's concert will be a wonderful and
memorable one for all of you, and that it will lead to the further development of exchange between
Japan and U.S.
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Minasan Konnichiwa.
It is my pleasure to be here today, and on behalf of the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni community,
| would like to thank each of you for attending.
| would also like to extend a personal thank you to Director General Nishigata; the Mayors of lwakuni,
Otake, Waki, and Suo-Oshima; the principals and teachers of the participating schools; and everyone
who has made this concert possible for their efforts in sponsoring, planning, and coordinating this
friendship exchange.
This U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert started as a joint concert for students of lwakuni City and MCAS
Iwakuni in 2011, and now it has become a great annual event encompassing the surrounding towns
of Otake City, Waki, and Suo-Oshima.
For those of you that have not had the chance to attend this concert in the past, well, you are truly
in for a treat today. Although our native spoken languages are so different, music is truly the great
universal language, and these talented students will no doubt demonstrate that to us today.
Music education was a very important part of my childhood. My grandmother was a high school
music teacher, and | participated in many concerts as a saxophonist in my youth. | consider music
e - education an essential pillar in a complete education.

ERHERRZEE I6E But beyond the specific musical skills | developed over all those years, the most important takeaways

o= from music education are things that | rely upon daily - how to build a team, how to communicate

'Jﬂ 1""'72/“/% with diverse groups of people, and how to motivate people towards a common goal.
| think that we do these things incredibly well as a greater Iwakuni community, and | am confident
that events like the Friendship Concert enhance those efforts.

Col Richard M. Rusnok, Jr. | know how hard these students and music teachers have worked to make this possible today. |
Commandin Offlcer of know that the parents here have also made many sacrifices to ensure their children can participate.
MCAS | | know these things because there is a tuba player and a trombonist on stage today that sit at my

dinner room table every day.

As we listen to the beautiful music today, let us collectively reflect on the fact that we are so lucky
to live in a place that values interactions such as this. | believe that Iwakuni continues to set the
standard with respect to community relations between a military installation and the surrounding
community and today is a highly visible reminder of that.

Thank you and please enjoy the concert.
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J3 FOARBTIZROANNER: JJ Waki Municipal Waki ES
V=581 [Soran Bushi]
JJ ERSASEII =R JJ Suo-Oshima Municipal Migama ES
[NAL—=Y AT HIET] [Pirates of the Caribbean]
fEdh : 75VRNFILN 1518 FA KA Composer: Klaus Badelt Conductor: MORIMOTO Miwa
JI EETIRBHINER J3 Iwakuni Municipal Marifu ES
[7A1RIL] [ldol)
{EdD : Ayase / #Rdb : (£ 1908 1518 . RIB £=E Composer: Ayase / Arranger: SATO Hiroaki Conductor: NAGAHATA Nanae
[&RUDORDO) [My Neighbor Totoro]
{Edh : ARG F/ R : NS EX BB KRB EE Composer: HISAISHI Joe / Arranger: KOJIMA Satomi  Conductor: NAGAHATA Nanae
J3 1729=-ZRLRT—=)L J3 Iwakuni Middle School
M.CARY—-NTRT—=)L M.C. Perry High School
TNV 3yTHRS—X(RFYR-0VhR) | [Little Shop of Horrors - Skid Row]
{Edh : PSR, ND—RFuavy B8R : FI AT, NI—RTv2a3y Composer: Alan Menken and Howard Ashman Songwriter: Alan Menken and Howard Ashman
1818 1 TATINRLR / HE : X% N\TF) Conductor: Michael Perez / Accompanist: Mizuki Hamagiri
[R<RARBIIZW] [Homeward Bound]
{Edh : T9-F—> /@i . D ANMNOR {EF LT F— Composer: Marta Keen / Arranger: Jay Althouse Songwriter: Marta Keen
1518 TATRLR/ 88 1 SXFNTFHY Conductor: Michael Perez / Accompanist: Mizuki Hamagiri
[Death is Gonna Lay His Cold Icy Hands on Me] [Death is Gonna Lay His Cold Icy Hands on Me]
W TURL-N—TR B8 TATIARLR/ HE L IXFN\TF Arranger: Andre Thomas Conductor: Michael Perez / Accompanist: Mizuki Hamagiri
JJ eAsls J3J Joint Chorus
FOARBIILFOANERL Waki Municipal Waki ES
SEHIMREM/NER Iwakuni Municipal Marifu ES
AR A SEIIL=5E/INER Suo-Oshima Municipal Migama ES
177=-2RILRT7—=) Iwakuni Middle School
M.CARY—-NTRT—=)L M.C. Perry High School
IRL=O%I [Do-Re-Mi]
16l : UFv—R-OTv—2 / G : N\SFiE F8§ Composer: Richard Rodgers / Arranger: ONOZAKI Kosuke
1B 1 O.\T—R9121t / BAER « RF¥—FW Songwriter: O. Hammerstein I / Japanese Lyrics: Pegi Hayama
1518 BL RF /8  HFE N Conductor: TSUBAKIDO Yoshiko / Accompanist: MORIMOTO Miwa
TLyhAyhT— ~HNOEET~] [Let It Gol
{E8 : TURTF 2729 —Y2=0RR, ON—KORR / iR 1 XB #F Composer: Kristen Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez / Arranger: OTA Sakurako
{E8 1 ZURT A 729—Y>=0RR, ON—NONXR / BFER : &F 0605T Songwriter: Kristen Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez / Japanese Lyrics: TAKAHASHI Chikae
1518 RIS CE/ % . HE RN Conductor: NAGAHATA Nanae / Accompanist: MORIMOTO Miwa
LS Break
JI AN DR JJ Otake Municipal Ogata JHS
[P RRRN] [The Washington Post]
1E88 : D3> 71Uy T2~/ @i 1 TLTIv Tz Composer: John Philip Sousa / Arranger: Frederick Fennell
1518 . RR E Conductor: ANDO Shiro
[FLUR-S17-3—] [Friend Like Me]
1E8D : 7S AT / RS © XEF B Composer: Alan Menken / Arranger: ASANO Yuri
1518 | BR ERB Conductor: ANDO Shiro
Jd 199=-3kLRT—1L JJ Iwakuni Middle School
M.CARY—-NTRT—=)L M.C. Perry High School
[E=R-P2E)—7—F] [Peace Jubilee March]
1Edh - h—L-*¥27 / Rl : DTALX-RDIT7ITVIY Composer: Karl King / Arranger: James Swearingen
1818 1 VRN 7—kyY Conductor: Christopher Hodge
[7ET10A] [Ascentium]
fEdh : TR-N\YIE— Composer: Ed Huckeby
1518 1 VAN 7— kYY) Conductor: Christopher Hodge
JJ eAas JJ Joint Ensemble
KUMILINFPER Otake Municipal Ogata JHS
177=-IRILR7—-) Iwakuni Middle School
M.CARY=-NTRT—=)L M.C. Perry High School
[ERT#KE999] [The Galaxy Express 9991
{E8D : 97h72FET/ iReh : SN S 1618 | R H8B Composer: TAKEKAWA Yukihide / Arranger: MIYAGAWA Seiji
Conductor: ANDO Shiro
[ExfLxEEN] [The Stars and Stripes Forever)
{Edh : P32 71Uy 24/ Gl : 7ORVa— LUk Composer: John Philip Sousa / Arranger: Andrew Balent
1518 | RR S8 Conductor: ANDO Shiro
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Hello everyone.

What we will be performing is "Nanchu Soran."

This Nanchu Soran is a dance that we remember
dancing with our fourth graders during the Sports Day.
This time, only the third-year students will be dancing
Nanchu Soran.

Each of us has been practicing hard for this U.S.-Japan
Friendship Concert in IWAKUNI.

Please enjoy watching everyone of us dance with one
heart.
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Migama Elementary School is located in Suo Oshima-
cho in the Yashiro Island, which is floating within the
Seto Inland Sea.We have a total of 22 students. The
school, with its long tradition, celebrates its 150th
anniversary this school year.

Today, the entire school students from the first grade
to the sixth grade, will perform. The third to six graders
are in charge of difficult notes and instruments, and
play multiple instruments by themselves. The first and
second graders will do their best, too, playing the
keyboard harmonica skillfully.All the 22 students have
practiced hard so far, so you will find them play with
confidence today. Also, please enjoy the valiant sounds
of large and small Wadaiko, Japanese taiko drums,
echoing in the world of "Pirates of the Caribbean."

U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert in IWAKUNI @
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We are from the Marifu Elementary School Brass Band
Club. We have 15 members in total from 4th to 6th
grade. We practice hard every day during lunch break,
and this year we performed at the Sports Day, the
Respect-for-Senior-Citizens Meeting, the lwakuni Festival,
and the Joint Concert of Marifu Elementary and Junior
High Schools.

We will perform with all our hearts today. Please enjoy
listening to us.
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Iwakuni Middle School
M.C. Perry High School
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This is the lwakuni Middle School and M.C. Perry High
School Combined Choir. These two choir meet every
other day at two different schools. Our performance
calendar has been very busy and this will be our 7th
concert for this year. The theme for our music selections
today is longing and hope. In American history, our
brightest hopes and dreams have come from our darkest
times. We hope that by sharing our music with you today,
it will inspire you to look for remember to have bright
dreams and shining hope. Thank you and we hope you
enjoy the performance.
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Otake Municipal Ogata JHS
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Hello everyone,
We are "Beauty and the Beast Band," the brass band
of Ogata Junior High School. This year, we won a gold
prize in the small band division at one of the competitions,
and we also participated in an ensemble contest. We
have been enjoying different types of experiences like
these every day. Today we will be performing "Friend
Like Me" and "The Washington Post.""Friend Like Me" is
an up-tempo fun song from the Disney film "Aladdin," a
theme song of Genie. "The Washington Post" is a patriotic
ST e march of the United States composed by John Philip
p s Sousa in 1889. It is one of the most famous marches in
the United States and many other countries.

c ' ‘ e L) We will try our best, Please enjoy.
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Iwakuni Middle School
M.C. Perry High School
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The M.C. Perry High School music department consists
of students in the 9th-12th grade. Our music department
offers band, choir, strings, piano, and guitar classes. At
Iwakuni Middle School, over half the students in the
school participate in band and choir. All members
enrolled in instrumental classes meet every other day
at their respective schools.

Our schools began participating in the Friendship Concert
when it began in 2011, and are proud to participate in
this program. We are excited to perform two contrasting
pieces of music for you today.

U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert in IWAKUNI w



Ep SEATE U.S.-Japan Joint practice
2024/1/30,2/14 January 30th and February 14th, 2024
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<poc>Local Coordination Division, Planning Department,
Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau

B8082-223-7142

Hosted by Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau
Jointly hosted by Iwakuni City, lwakuni City Board of Education and MCAS Iwakuni
Supported by Yamaguchi Prefecture, Otake City, Waki Town and Suo-Oshima Town




