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Happy New Year. | am Nishigata, Director General of Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau.

Today, we are having the 5th “U.S.-Japan Joint Calligraphy Event KAKIZOME (First Writing of the Year in Waki
Town).” | hope all the Japanese and U.S. children enjoy the large-scale calligraphy performance by Otake High
School calligraphy club and experience a traditional Japanese New Year's event “Kakizome"” which means the
first writing of the year, and some traditional Japanese New Year's games such as “Hanetsuki”, which is similar
to badminton.

| suppose this is the first time for many of you to meet each other. | hope you have a wonderful time and make
many friends by enjoying the First Writing of the Year and traditional Japanese New Year’s games together.
This is a short time, but | would appreciate it if all the parents and guardians also enjoy today's exchange event
with your children.

Finally, | would like to end my opening remarks by extending my cordial gratitude to Waki Town,Marine Corps
Air Station lwakuni, Otake High School, and all those concerned who cooperated with us on holding New Year's
U.S.-Japan Joint Calligraphy Event KAKIZOME today. Thank you.
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Happy New Year, everyone! My name is Masaaki Yonemoto, Mayor of Waki Town.

It is my great pleasure to welcome you all here today to the New Year U.S.-Japan Joint Calligraphy Event KAKIZOME.
| also would like to express my sincere gratitude to all those who have contributed to this event.
“KAKIZOME"- the first writing of the year - is a Japanese culture that spread during the Edo period from the
17th to the 19th century. It is not only to wish for good handwriting, but also to start a new year with a fresh
mind by writing words of congratulations or new year’s resolution in calligraphy. Let's write while thinking
about what kind of year you want this year to be and how you want to spend it.

The fiscal year 2023 has marked the 50th anniversary of the establishment of Waki town, and the fiscal year
2024 will mark the 150th anniversary of the opening of Waki Elementary School. We were able to reach these
milestones with the help of many people. Japan-U.S. exchange activities have also been an important part of
shaping this history. We would like to continue to steadily advance these activities one by one.

| hope that today's KAKIZOME event will provide an opportunity for the participating Japanese and U.S. students
as well as everyone involved to deepen mutual understanding and friendship. Thank you.

Ake-mashite omede-to gozaimasu.

It is a pleasure to be here today, and on behalf of the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni community, | want to
thank you all for attending and participating.

| am very excited to be here to see the performance and experience Japanese traditions. This kind of exchange
is a great way to learn cultures and traditions, while making new friends and having fun.

Last April 1, 2023, Waki Town marked 50th anniversary. Under catchphrase of “With a smile, connecting and
linking the heart and future of Waki Town" through an event like this, | hope the children of the next generation
can make further progress and development.

| want to thank Waki Town and the Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau for hosting such a great event.

| hope you enjoy'today s exchange.
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The New Year U.S.-Japan Joint Calligraphy Event KAKIZOME Program

KBEBFEEMEZEEMA—ILAAT N Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Girl Scouts
MARETADINFELE Waki Town's Elementary School Students
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Please draw lots for team division and receive a name tag of the same
color as the drawn lot.
Please put it on your clothes and wait until the Opening Ceremony begins.
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Opening Ceremony
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Opening Remarks
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YONEMOTO Masaaki, Mayor of Waki Town
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LtCol Jacob D. Schwinghammer, Commanding Officer of Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadron, MCAS Iwakuni
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Guest Performance by High School Calligraphy Club
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Calligraphy Club from Hiroshima Prefectural Otake High School

14:30~15:20 BARFELEICLDIETD
Calligraphy "KAKIZOME" Time by the Participants
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Girl Scouts
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Waki Town's Elementary School Students

15:20~16:10 IEABURETH
Japanese Traditional New Year's Games Exchange
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Participants will be divided into teams and have fun playing
New Year's games with the team members.
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Closing Ceremony
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Group Pictures
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Group pictures will be taken.
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