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15:00-17:45 (at 14:00)
Iwakuni City Culture Center Large hall

1-15-3, Yamate-machi, Iwakuni-shi, Yamaguchi-ken

Performers

Waki Municipal Waki Children's Center
Suo Oshima Municipal Agenosho ES
Iwakuni Middle School

M.C.Perry High School

Iwakuni Municipal Kawashimo JHS
Otake Municipal Otake JHS
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Good afternoon, everyone.

I’ m IMAKYUREI Manabu,

Director General of Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau. I am grateful that so many people are
with us here in Iwakuni City Culture Center today despite busy schedule.

We started to host this U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert in 2011 for the purpose of having an
opportunity to communicate with each other between students in MCAS Iwakuni and students in
local schools around the base through music. Last year, we were not able to host this event due to
COVID-19. Two years ago, we hosted but it was held online. So, we are able to host in-person
concert for the first time in a long time. This year, students from six Japanese and the U.S. schools
that are Iwakuni Middle School and M.C. Perry High School in MCAS Iwakuni, Iwakuni Municipal
Kwashimo Junior High School, Waki Municipal Waki Children’ s Center, Suo-Oshima Municipal
Agenosho Elementary School and Otake Municipal Otake Junior High School are participating.

I heard that all Japanese and the U.S. students have been making intense efforts for the
Friendship Concert. Although Japan and the U.S. have differences in culture and language, music
is a universal language. I would be delighted if this concert provides you with the opportunity to
learn and find something new about each other. I hope everyone will show the results of your
hard work and have an enjoyable time.

Also, I would like to ask audience including parents to enjoy today’ s concert and get excited
together. Finally, I should like to end my opening remarks by extending my cordial appreciation to
those who concerned in MCAS Iwakuni, Iwakuni City, Waki Town, Suo-Oshima Town and Otake
City who cooperate with us to host today’ s concert. Thank you.
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Hello, everyone, I' m Iwakuni Mayor Yoshihiko Fukuda.
I' d like to say thank you for inviting me to this “Japan-US Friendship Joint Concert” by students
from
- Iwakuni Middle School and M.C. Perry High School aboard Iwakuni base
- Iwakuni Municipal Kawashimo Junior High School
- Waki Municipal Waki Kindergarten
- Shuto Oshima Municipal Agenosho Elementary School and
- Otake Municipal Otake Junior High School
This in-person concert is held for the first time after three years and I’ m so glad to be able to
enjoy listening to your rendition “live.”
I believe that you all have put in a lot of time and energy to prepare for the concert tonight.
Though you may have experienced some gap between Japanese way of thinking and American
way of thinking about “MUSIC” while playing and singing together, I’ m sure that having been
able to experience different culture and ideas goes a long way.
And it is my hope that this “Japan-US Friendship Joint Concert” will help you pave the future of
your life as you mature into the society.
Also, I sincerely wish that Japanese and American children and students could cherish and
spread the friendship and mutual respect as good neighbors living in the same community.
Lastly, I’ d like to say that your hard work will pay off tonight and make this concert the best
one ever and I hope that Japan-US Exchange Events will continue to grow.
Thank you.



Address

It is my pleasure to be here today, and on behalf of the MCAS Iwakuni community, I would like
to thank each of you for attending.

1 would also like to extend a personal thank you to Director General Imakyurei, Mayors of
Iwakuni, Otake, Waki and Suo-Oshima, the principals and teachers of the participating schools and
everyone who has made this concert possible for their efforts in sponsoring, planning, and
coordinating this friendship exchange.

This U.S-Japan Friendship Concert started as a joint concert for students of Iwakuni City and
MCAS Iwakuni in 2011, and now it has become a great annual event with the participation of
students from Otake City, Waki, and Suo-Oshima Towns.

I was actually at the concert in 2019 and thoroughly enjoyed the performances, and I am
delighted to be back here today to once again share in the joy of music together in person both as
the commanding officer of the air station and a proud parent of a participating tuba player.

I am very excited to see your performances. Music is an integral part of our lives and is truly
T e v world’ s universal language. Having participated in many events like this in my youth as a

ML - v saxophonist, I know how hard these students and music teachers have worked to make this
IJ 3‘-“1— ]\ . 57\ ) W 7 j(& possible today. I hope this experience will create an even closer relationship between our school
children and the community as a whole.

. We are so lucky to live in a place that values interactions such as this. I believe that Iwakuni
Col Richard M. Rusnok, JI.  continues to set the standard with respect to community relations between a military installation
Commanding Officer of and the surrounding community and today is a highly visible reminder of that.
MCAS Iwakunt Thank you and please enjoy the concert.
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58 B BT Conductor : Keiko Kurokawa
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FSmile Again) FSmile Again)
fEdh: Pl BB/ fRED: Pl BB /Rl HE Composer : Mari Nkayama / Arranger : Mari Nkayama
g8 kB BF Song making : Mari Nkayama

Conductor : Akiko Nagata

[Time To Delight In Life ~150th Anniversary Cheap Version~J
Composer : Maashii / Arranger : Maashii
Song making : Children of Agenosho Elementary School and Maashii
Conductor : Akiko Nagata
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BB A7) RUX Conductor : Michael Perez
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Suo Oshima Municipal Agenosho ES
Iwakuni Middle School

M.C.Perry High School

fIt’s a Small WorldJ
Composer : Robert B. Sherman & Richard M. Sherman
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Iwakuni Middle School
M.C.Perry High School

[Great Gate of Kiev)
Composer : Modest Moussorgsky / Arranger : Eric Osterling
Conductor : Merrie King

FSuperstition)
Composer : Stevie Wonder / Arranger : Paul Murtha
Conductor : Merrie King

[The Forge of Vulcan)
Composer : Michael Sweeney
Conductor : Merrie King

EEHILITPER

faovx2x71)
fFEB:J. RO PU>TI>
1518 WA Mtk

F#:0 Lovel
16 : R Bt - ARE HIEB
1518 WA itk

Iwakuni Municipal Kawashimo JHS

fRomanesaue)
Composer : James Swearingen
Conductor : Kouya Yamamoto
fUbu LoveJ
Composer : Satoru Kurihara + Shingo Kubota
Conductor : Kouya Yamamoto

RITILRITPER

femyobbOoaLovav)
1EdD : AR / fRlD : 8B ¥
58 7l BT

[SING SING SINGJ
e IA - U/ iREE: LT
587l BT

[EES

Otake Municipal Otake JHS

My Neighbor Totoro Collection)
Composer : Joe Hisaishi / Arranger : Yousuke Fukuda
Conductor : Asako Negawa

[SING SING SINGJ
Composer : Louis Prima / Arranger : Kunitoshi Yamashita
Conductor : Asako Negawa
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Waki Municipal Waki Children’s Center

2 0 1 944 HITIHRIARSHEE & IHARLEE A —DIC2 D, i
HEERICETE Z CHRAMANIMAZ E6EEUTHEL ELE, 44
THEU T44EHICRVET,

AT, FIARPPREBEEL., REXVHRTEIREICHD. R
WIEBOELICORR > TOET., A&, MARBIEICHY. W
AN —BEE I Tl OB 0N > TWE T, BIfE. 0%
WS 5MRETH24 04D TELLEENI Z TR Z%X> TN
3

SHIZ. EFEDOICCH. FLH. DEHD6 34T, B5L. TR
VolFniZHnEd. FELEBEOHENEROMEE, ZLUTE
DOINT —DHFSERNCDRNVET XS - - . FWZADT, Mk
RPDTFEBEEN] TY,

In April 2019, the former Waki Kindergarten and the former
Waki Nursery School were merged and opened as Authorized
Waki Municipal Waki Preschool. This year marks the fourth
yvear since Waki Preschool was opened.

Waki Preschool is adjacent to Waki junior high school, and the
children can interact with each other, that can lead to the
revitalization of exchange activities. The elementary school is
also located nearby, providing the best geographical conditions
for integrated preschool, elementary school, and junior high
school education. Currently, we have about 240 children from
0-year-old to 5-year-old here.

Today, 63 children from the older groups of Niji class, Hoshi
class, and Tsuki class will be singing energetically. We hope the
students singing will reach your hearts and inspire you to
achieve world peace:--. “All the Children in the World” with
our hopeful hearts.

U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert
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Suo Oshima Municipal Agenosho Elementary School is
located on Suo Oshima Island in Seto Inland Sea, with a total of
42 students. Mt. Dake, known as Mt. Fuji in Oshima, rises in the
north of the Agenosho district, and the mountains of Shikoku
can be seen from the harbor in the south.

This year the school celebrates its 150th anniversary. The
students love this traditional school, which has been warmly
supported by the local people.

We will sing a song "Smile Again," with using sign language,
and a song "Inochi yorokobu toki” / "Time To Delight In Life"
to celebrate the 150th anniversary for Agenosho Elementary
School today. The song "Inochi yorokobu toki” was written by
the students of Agenosho Elementary School and Mr. Mercy of
a band group “Mountain Mouth” . There are many uplifting
words in this song. Please enjoy listening!

U.S-Japan Friendship Concert in IWAKUNI
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The Combined Iwakuni Middle School and M.C. Perry High
School Choir consists of students from grades 6 through 12.
This ensemble is specially formed for the opportunity to
perform in the 2023 Friendship Concert. All members of the
choir meet every other day at their respective schools to
practice and try to express music in a meaningful way to our
audiences. We sincerely hope you enjoy our program.
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The M.C. Perry High School music department consists of
students in the 9th-12th grade. Our music department offers
band, choir, string instruments, piano and guitar classes.

At Iwakuni Middle School, over half the students in the
school participate in band and choir. The students try to make
their performances entertaining and meaningful.

Our schools began participating in the Friendship Concert
when it began in 2011, and are proud to participate in this
program. We are excited to perform three contrasting pieces of
music.
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Iwakuni Municipal Kawashimo JHS
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Iwakuni Municipal Kawashimo Junior High School Brass
Band Club consist of 19 girls and 3 boys students, and we are
practicing enthusiastically to become a club that is supported
by everyone. We joined in Summer Ensemble Competition and
continuously Winter Ensemble Competition, and finally we
were able to get the Education Director’s Prize at Iwakuni
Regional Ensemble Contest last month.

Today, we put our hearts and souls as we sing each note so
that we can deliver a wonderful performance to express our
gratitude to those who have supported our activities.

U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert
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Otake Municipal Otake JHS
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Hello everyone. We are the brass band club of Otake Junior
High School.

We are 4 members of first-year students and 14 members of
second-year students and practice happily every day under the
slogan, "One note, one spirit". We had practiced eagerly that’ s
why we received the excellence award in the festival section
of the brass band competition in August 2022.

Last year, some members were disappointed that the
U.S-JAPAN Friendship Concert was cancelled. This time, this
concert will finally be held, all the members of the club are
excited and we have practiced hard, so please listen until the
end.

U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert in INAKUNI
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[POC] Local Coordination Division, Planning Department,
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