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Date: Sat, January 7, 2023 14:00~16:30
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Venue @ Waki Elementary School
1-13-1 Waki,WakiTown,Kuga,Yamaguchi
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Participants : Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Girl Scouts
Waki Town'’s Elementary School Students
Guest performance by
Calligraphy Club from Hiroshima Prefectural Otake High School
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Director General of
Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau
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Masaaki Yonemoto
Mayor of Waki Town
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Col Richard M. Rusnok Jr.

Commanding Officer of
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
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Happy New Year. I’ m Imakyurei Manabu, Director General of Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau.

Today, we are able to host First Writing of the Year in Waki Town for the first time in three years.

We started to host this event for the purpose of deepening mutual understanding through communication between
people from MCAS Iwakuni and people from local municipalities around the base.

Today, I ask all participants to try “Kakizome,” which is Japanese traditional event.

I suppose people from MCAS Iwakuni are not familiar with “Kakizome,” so I would like to briefly touch upon
“Kakizome.”

Japan has a culture called “Shodo” and we write word on paper with Mohitsu, which is writing tool and Sumi, which is
ink.

Shodo is one of art to show artistically written characters’ beautifulness as well as to express our emotion through its
written word and styles of characters.

Kakizome is Japanese traditional event at the beginning of a year in which people hold Fude with their fresh feeling and
write out their resolutions and goals of the year.

Everyone, please choose your favorite word and write it out.

After trying Kakizome, you have time to play Japanese New Year’ s games.

I suppose this is the first time for people from Waki Town’ s elementary school to meet people from MCAS Iwakuni.

Although we have a difference in language, I hope you have an enjoyable time through making new friends as many as
possible.

Japan and the U.S. also have differences in culture other than language, but it is important to build mutual reliable
relationship with understanding these differences.

I hope parents will also enjoy this event with your children though it is for a short time.

Finally, I should like to end my opening remarks by extending my cordial appreciation to Mr. Yonemoto, Mayor of Waki
Town, Col. Rusnok, Commanding Officer of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, and all those concerned who cooperate with
us to host today’ s event. Thank you.
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Happy new year, everyone. I am YONEMOTO the mayor of Waki town.

Although we had a two-year pause due to the COVID-19 pandemic, I am very happy that we can finally hold
this US-Japan New Year First Calligraphy Writing today. I would like to extend my deep appreciation to all the
people who have supported to make it happen.

The first writing of calligraphy is a Japanese culture that has come out in Edo period. It has the meaning of
not only to hope to improve your handwriting skills but also to make a fresh start by welcoming a new year by
writing happy wishes and resolutions of the year. So, please try your calligraphy thinking about how you want
this year to be or how you want to spend this year.

The restrictions are gradually getting less, but the coronavirus pandemic is still going on and we haven’ t
completely got the normal life back yet. However, even under this situation, it is significant to proceed with the
activities of the Us-Japan step by step.

I hope today’ s event will be an opportunity for all the participants both from the Us and Japan to deepen
understanding and friendship each other. Thank you.

Ake-mashite omede-to gozaimasu.

It is a pleasure to be here today, and on behalf of the MCAS Iwakuni community, I want to thank you all for
helping create this opportunity to further the connections between Americans and Japanese.

Waki town is a beautiful town. My family and I love to visit Hachigamine Park at all times of the year but
especially during Sakura season. It is also an amazing place for children to expend their excess energy and for
adults like me to act like a kid once again on the roller slide.

I am very excited to be here to see the performance and experience these unique Japanese traditions. Events
like this make living in Japan so special for Americans and form memories that are sure to last a lifetime.

I want to thank Waki Town and the CSDB for hosting such a great event. I look forward to meeting you
today as we further the bonds between our communities. I wish you all a prosperous and healthy 2023.
Thank you.
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The New Year U.S.-Japan Joint Calligraphy Event KAKIZOME Program
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Reception
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Opening Ceremony

CHULWED
Opening Remarks
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Manabu Imakyurei, Director General of Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau
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Masaaki Yonemoto, Mayor of Waki Town
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Col Richard M. Rusnok Jr. Commanding Officer of MCAS Iwakuni

14:15 ~14:30
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Guest Performance by Calligraphy Club
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Calligraphy Club from Hiroshima Prefectural Otake High School

14:30 ~ 15:20

HARFELEICLDESHSD
Calligraphy “KAKIZOME” Time by the Participants
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Girl Scouts
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Waki Town’s Elementary School Students

1 15:20 ~16:10
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Japanese Traditional New Year’'s Games exchange

16:10 ~ 16:20
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Closing Ceremony
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Group pictures will be taken.

(sree)] FEW@EGEHS [Contact] Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau
Tel 082-223-7142 Tel 082-223-7142
i FEwEG#ER Hosted by Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau

HAE Ao RET, RIBLRE BEAUE St Jointly Hosted by Waki Town and MCAS Iwakuni




