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Good afternoon everyone. I am Imakyurei, Director General, Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau.

Today, soccer-loving children from Suo-Oshima, Iwakuni city and MCAS Iwakuni are gathering here.
Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau hosts U.S.-Japan exchange program in Suo-Oshima town after an interval of
three years. So far, we have had U.S.-Japan exchange through soccer. It is great pleasure to hold U.S.-Japan
children’ s Kick Target this time.

World Cup will soon be held in Qatar. Japan National Team “Samurai Blue” and U.S. National Team “Stars and
Stripes” will participate in World Cup. Both U.S. and Japan will have formidable opponents in each group, but I
hope that U.S. and Japan will compete in the final game.

Today, American and Japanese children will form a joint team and play a match together. Some of children are
probably anxious because of their language barriers, but there is no language barrier in sports. Overcome the
language barrier and let’ s have a fun.

Lastly, I would like to conclude my address by expressing my gratitude to everyone concerned including Mr.
Fujimoto, Mayor of Suo-Oshima town, Colonel Rusnok, Commanding Officer, MCAS Iwakuni and Mr. Moriyama,
the superintendent of education in Iwakuni City.
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Hello, everyone. I am Kiyotaka Fujimoto, the mayor of Suo-Oshima town. I would like to give you a sincere
welcome to our town.

Suo-Oshima, located on the clear-blue Seto Inland Sea, is an island full of colors changing according to season. It
is also known as “the Island of Mikan, mandarin oranges” since 85% of mandarin oranges produced in
Yamaguchi prefecture are grown in Suo-Oshima.

In addition to that, in the past, since many people from Suo-Oshima moved to Hawaii, our island and the Kauai
Island of Hawaii have had friendly relations, and even today, we interact with each other. Because of the mild
weather, our town has a familiar name, “Hawaii of Setouchi” , too.

Moreover, in August this year, the signing ceremony of the declaration of friendship between Yamaguchi
prefecture and Hawaii was held. We were greatly honored and are hoping for the further interactions from now
on.

It has been difficult to hold an interactive event between the children from the US and Japan due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, but finally, this time, we are so happy to be able to hold “Kick Target” as the seventh event.
So, please make as many friends and memories as you can while interacting through games. We hope our
interactions of children here in Suo-Oshima will continue in the future.

Last but not least, I would like to thank the Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau, the Marine Corps Air Station of
Iwakuni and the Soccer Association of Oshima district for supporting us in holding this event. Thank you very
much.

DG IMAKYUREI Suo-Oshima Mayor FUJIMOTO, and Superintendent of Iwakuni City Education,
MORIYAMA, minasan Konnichiwa.

It is a pleasure to be here today, and on behalf of the MCAS Iwakuni Community, I want to thank
everyone for attending and participating today.

Suo-Oshima is a special place for the MCAS Iwakuni Community. We enjoy going to the beautiful
beaches, cycling or riding motorcycles, meeting the amazing people that inhabit this island, and, of
course, we love eating the delicious MIKANs. Many a day we look longingly south of the base and think
of our next visit here.

I see Suo-Oshima as a special place for the merging of cultures between Japan and the United States.
This was evident in August during the sister-state signing ceremony between governors of Yamaguchi
Prefecture and Hawaii State. Every day the Hawaiian cultural center here allows both Japanese and
American citizens to learn more about our shared heritage. We hope this relationship continues to
flourish in the future.

Today we celebrate a more local connection between Japanese and American children as they play Kick
target together. Today s games promote a healthy lifestyle and friendly competition while further
joining our communities together.

So, today, please enjoy the exchange and make friends. I hope this will remain a very fond memory for
many years for all of us especially as we enjoy the beautiful scenery of Suo-Oshima all around us.

I want to thank Suo-Oshima Town, Iwakuni city and CSDB for hosting such a great event. Thank you.
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U.S.-JAPAN Children Kick Target Program
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Venue SUO-OSHIMA Athletic Field

2 m | BABXEBEAYYH—AR—YILEH
Participation | H[EHIBE
XKBERSEMERMMI —ADVvH—
Soccer Sports Boy Scouts in Suo-Oshima Town

Children in Iwakuni City
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Youth Soccer

~
13:00~14:00 (R=E8X ZNEBREBEEY ET . BICBRIZEAL T AEANBI DI THR/EIESL,
=-{e/-1eydte1a1| Each participant will receive a name tag.
Please write your name in the name tag and wait until the opening ceremony.
14:00~14:20 ZHdLVNED TENELERRE SR F
Opening Remarks IMAKYUREI Manabu Director General of Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau

BEASHE B FFE
FUJIMOTO Kiyotaka Mayor of Suo-Oshima Town

KBEBEEMEERTSE UFvr—F - SR/VOKE/
Col Richard M. Rusnok Jr. Commanding Officer of MCAS Iwakuni

14:25~14:40 |7 ] F-LDIHhEE, BLLEBZLIET,

Practice Let’s enjoy playing soccer with your teammate!
<82&> Scoresheet
e NO) J-+®@ J-k® J—h+@ REBF—L
Field 1 Field 2 Field 3 Field 4 Team having a break
BB 188
14:50~15:00 st Romd | A B C D E
00~ 15- 208
15:00~15:10 | | 5 meerd | E A B C D
1O B 308
15:10~15:20 [ | 52— | D E A B C
OB 408
15:20~15:30 shroad | C D E A B
AN B 508
15:30~15:40 5t Roand | B C D E A
15:45~16:00 SRS SETHEAREEBZHNET,
S Group Picture Group pictures will be taken. )
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