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Good afternoon everyone. I am Haruo MORIRTA, Director General of Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau.

This year’s 11th US-Japan Friendship Concert is our first online concert unlike before.

Though we cannot get together in order to prevent the outbreak, however, thanks to efforts of all concerned, we are
able to hold Friendship Concert in a different form this year and I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to all of
you.

This time, Japanese students from 4 schools are going to have their performances and students from 3 schools at MCAS
Iwakuni participate the concert by sending message.

We can say music is our common language throughout the world. We decided to attempt to host this year’s online
Friendship Concert hoping to create opportunities we, who have different cultures and speak different languages, can
learn and find something one another by communicating through music even under this circumstances.

I hope Japanese and US students as well as their parents and teachers have pleasant time together at each schools or
houses.

I am looking forward to seeing you again in the near future.

Thank you very much.
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Hello, everyone! I'm Fukuda, the mayor of Iwakuni.

Congratulations to you all-students from schools on base and from Iwakuni city, Waki town, Suo-Oshima town and
Otake city-on the Kickoff of the annual Japan-US Friendship Concert.

This 11th annual concert is being held online. I assume that you didn’t have much practice time but I'm hoping that
each one of you will give your all to make this concert just as wonderful as before.

Concert like this will bring people of two different cultures together and help you get to know and understand each
other through music. This is a great opportunity to promote international exchange. City of Iwakuni continues to host a
wide variety of exchange events, so please participate in such events as much as possible.

Lastly, I wish everyone a good luck and I'll cross my fingers for you and the success of this concert.

Have a great time!
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On behalf of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and our elementary, middle, and high schools,

Minasan Konnichiwa.

It is obvious that this year’s concert looks far different from any previous year, and it is with deep regret that we
cannot join you in person today.

However, this year we join you in spirit.

In the knowledge that our friendship, and universal love for music, endures despite these unprecedented times.

Music is the perfect medium to represent the friendship between our two cultures.

Like an orchestra, each of us within the Iwakuni, Waki, Otake, and Suo-Oshima communities play a different
instrument.

Despite obvious differences in what, and how, we play, when we read from the same sheet of music we are able to form
a collective harmony that is something to behold.

Today’s concert is a manifestation of that harmony.

And while we from the air station cannot be with you physically today, we are here with you in spirit...

And don’t worry we'll be practicing for next year.

Arigato Gozaimasu.
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Iwakuni Municipal Takamori ES
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Simultaneous performance
Iwakuni Municipal Takamori ES, Suo-Oshima Municipal Okiura ES,
Ensemble by Otake Municipal Ogata JHS

TWE ARE THE WORLD/
Composer : Michael Jackson / Lionel Richie
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Iwakuni Municipal Takamori ES
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The Takamori Elementary School Wind Ensemble has 14
third graders, 10 fourth graders, 6 fifth graders, and 12 sixth
graders, for a total of 42 members, who enjoy playing together
with the motto of “positive and proactive participation.” In
addition to performing our school song at various school
ceremonies including the entrance ceremony and the
graduation, we have participated in many events such as the
school sports festival, wind ensemble competitions, local
festivals and cultural events, and consolation concerts.

One of the songs we are performing today, “Tsugaru Kaikyo
Fuyugeshiki (The Winter View of the Tsugaru Strait)” will
feature 2 lovely singers. Other songs will also have featured
solo sections. We hope you all enjoy our performance.

FIAREISE AR RS CRATINER)

Waki Municipal Waki JHS (Prerecorded performance)
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Hello, everyone! We are the Waki Town Municipal Waki
Junior High School Brass Band.
We currently have 8 seventh graders and 8 eighth graders, for
a total of 16 members. Due to the Covid-19 prevention, most of
this year’ s performances have been cancelled, which was a
big disappointment for all of us. We are very grateful for this
opportunity,
Because we are in the middle of the finals week, our
performance this year will be pre-recorded. We will do our best
for a wholehearted performance. We hope you enjoy it.
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U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert
Introduction of Participating Schools
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Suo-Oshima Municipal Okiura ES
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Otake Municipal Ogata JHS
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The Okiura Elementary School was founded 25 years ago,
and has 21 students.
We enjoy our school life every day with the school motto to
“be kind, smart, and strong.” We update our website daily to
introduce our school and share what is happening in our
school, so please search for “Okiura Elementary” online.
Today, 9 students will be participating in this concert to
represent the school. Everyone has been practicing seriously
and hard for this first online concert.
Please enjoy our performance.
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Hello, everyone!
We are the Ogata Junior High School Brass Band, Beauty &
The Beast Band.
This year, due to the prevention of Covid-19 infection, we were
unable to practice as we normally would, and many
performances were cancelled. We are glad and honored to
participate in the Japan-U.S. Friendship Concert at such a
difficult time.
This is our first time performing online, and it is very
nerve-racking. We will do our best to demonstrate all our
efforts made for this concert, so we can make our performance
enjoyable for you all to listen to.
We will be performing, “Aladdin Medley” , and “Treasure
Island” . We will put all our hearts into this performance.
Please enjoy.

U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert
Introduction of Participating Schools
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Happy Friendship Concert Day from Iwakuni Middle School. Our school has an enrollment of over 200
students. Of that number we are excited that about half of the students are enrolled in either choir or band. Our
Friendship Ensemble is an auditioned group open to students who love music and are willing to put in the extra
time for rehearsal. One of our favorite memories with doing the Friendship concert has been getting to know
other students and share an amazing musical experience with our student colleagues from Japanese schools. We
are sad that we are not able to perform with you today but we are looking forward to celebrating music and
friendship with you very soon. Good luck!
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Iwakuni Elementary School
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Iwakuni Elementary School is located on Marine Corps Air Station in Iwakuni, Japan. Our school has an
enrollment of over 300 students from grades 3 through 5. During the past three years, students in the White
Snake Choir participated in the US-Japan Friendship Concert. The staff and students are proud to call their school
mascot the White Snake. Each year our students look forward to developing close friendships with students from
local schools and sharing their love for music. The students at Iwakuni Elementary School look forward to
performing again in the Friendship Concert.
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Greetings from Matthew C. Perry High School aboard the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni. We have an
enrollment over 200 students with 60 of them enrolled across all of our music courses both during the day and
after school.

We are all disappointed that COVID19 has kept us from joining this annual opportunity to musically collaborate
together. Our instrumental & choral ensembles are looking forward to performing next year, meeting new friends
& colleagues, and building memories that will last a life time. On behalf of everyone here at Matthew C. Perry
High School, we wish you all a positive & successful performance today!
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