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Welcome Message from the President of the National Defense Academy of Japan

It is the greatest honor beyond expression for the National Defense Academy of Japan
to welcome the rugby teams of the Australian Defense Academy, the Britannia Royal
Naval College, and the Ecole navale of France. This is the first-ever edition of the Four-
Nation International Rugby Competition, which is held in Yokosuka, Japan.

I believe that the values conveyed by rugby are closely intertwined with those of every
participating institution: teamwork, fair play, eternal self-improvement, fighting spirit,
and sense of camaraderie. These are exactly essential qualities for officers in the future.
This is not just a sports program by the young people.

This is an exchange program by those honorable young cadets who dedicate their life to
the noble mission, which is the defense of their own country.

I am hopeful that this event provides an excellent and rare opportunity for every
participant to forge friendship and mutual respect on and off the field so that our future
officers gathering here can work together in the coming decades. Needless to say, it is
our sincere hope that this event eventually contributes to further strengthening the
friendship and defense cooperation among the four countries, which are Australia,
France, United Kingdom and Japan.

In closing, I hope all the four teams do their best and enjoy the game. For the guests
from abroad, please enjoy not just the competition but also Yokosuka and Japan. I wish
your stay here will be a splendid and memorable one.

1



H#¥E PROGRAM

09:00~ HASAaILEZ— Opening ceremony

FL1Ee 75X —HA FRA—JPN
IN—T%1 L3175 Halftime show
12:30~ HAAFILEZ— Opening ceremony

F285 mE-A—XF3J7 GBR—AUS
IN—T%91L17%F Halftime show
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09:00~ ASAaILEZ— Opening ceremony

£1:5 RE—HA GBR—JPN

12:30~ AAFILEZ— Opening ceremony

e A—ASU7P—T5X AUS—FRA
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09:00~ AAFILEZ— Opening ceremony

F1HEG "E—T>2X GBR—FRA
IN—D%14L17%F Halftime show
12:30~ FAartzLEZ— Opening ceremony
F285 A—ASUP7—HAEX AUS—IPN
IN—D%14L17%F Halftime show
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BRITANNIA ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE RUGBY

Britannia Royal Naval College in Dartmouth, England has been
training Naval Officers since 1905 and throughout that time,
sport has played a key role in developing teamwork, fitness,

courage and leadership.

Rugby has been played at the College since it opened, and the

team have competed annually in The Navy Cup as well as playing friendly
fixtures against other naval establishments and local civilian teams.

In the past ten years, the College has been fortunate enough to travel on
rugby tour to The United States Naval Academy Annapolis, Canada and Ecole
Navale for the first iteration of the International Cadets Rugby Competition in
2023.

The opportunity to play rugby overseas, build friendships and learn from their
international counterparts is a real privilege for the officer cadets and the vital

lessons they learn will stay with them throughout their naval careers.

The team and coaches are very excited to explore the beautiful country of
Japan and a huge thank you to the National Defence Academy for hosting the

event and for their outstanding hospitality.
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AUSTRLIAN DEFENCE FORCE ACADEMY RUGBY

The Australian Defence Force Academy (ADFA) is a tri-
service military Academy that provides military and
academic education for junior officers of the Australian
Defence Force in the Royal Australian Navy, Australian Army
and Royal Australian Air Force as well as international
trainee officers from 12 different countries.

The Academy was established in 1986 to consolidate the :
university education of prospective officers from the Navy, Army and Air Force
that had previously been conducted along individual service lines. A
partnership, that continues to this day, was entered into with the University of
New South Wales to deliver tertiary education on a new campus established in
Canberra to deliver degrees in Arts, Business, Science, Computer & Cyber
Security, Engineering and Technology.

Approximately 1,100 officer cadets and midshipmen are hosted by the
Academy divided into six squadrons and an additional squadron comprising
students completing their honours or advanced studies. While at the Academy
officer cadets and midshipmen conduct military training in addition to their
academic studies over three years before leaving for their individual services.
Some complete a fourth year to conduct honours study.

The Academy formed a rugby club at its inception and has competed in the
local Canberra rugby competition since 1986. The ADFA Rugby Club currently
fields first and second grade mens teams and a womens team. ADFA had the
great privilege to compete in the International Cadets Rugby Competition in
201709.
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ECOLE NAVALE RUGBY

The Naval School, located in Lanvéoc-Poulmic in Brittany, is
the institution forming the officers of the French Navy.
Founded in 1830, its mission is to prepare future navy
executives, offering rigorous training combining theory and
practice. Its strategic role is to ensure the training of
leaders capable of piloting ships and intervening in
complex situations, both in peacetime and in times of crisis.
The naval school is a prestigious institution, reflecting the
values of the navy, such as commitment, rigor and sense of duty.

Rugby has always occupied an important place within this institution. The
rugby team of the naval school, born in the 1950s, embodies both the spirit of
camaraderie and discipline that characterize this military training. Collective
sport par excellence, rugby promotes team spirit, surpassing oneself and
solidarity, essential qualities for future naval officers. Over the years, the
rugby team of the Naval School has distinguished itself through its
performance and commitment, by participating in high -level competitions,
especially within the university championship and military competitions.

The students of the naval school proudly wear the colors of their institution on
rugby terrains, where the competition goes hand in hand with the formation of
fundamental human values. The team is also a real vector of cohesion, a place
where the body of body is forged and where the values of the navy find a
natural extension on the ground. Thus, the Naval School, through its rugby
team, continues to promote essential values of leadership, fraternity and rigor,
both in the field and outside.
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A tale of National Defense Academy Rugby Football
Club

National Defense Academy (NDA) of Japan was
established in 1954, Cadets learn the leadership and
gentleman ship to be an officer of the Japan Self-Defense
Forces. Approximately two thousand cadets are living
energetically on OBARADAI, viewing Tokyo Bay and Mt.
Fuji. Study, discipline, and various competitions are
programed on the same platform to pursuit.

National Defense Academy Rugby Football Club (NDARFC)
was organized firstly in NDA, based on PHILOSOPHY by the first president of
NDA, Prof. Maki. As described in the memorial book, rugby was approved
favorably by Prof. Maki, since rugby fits the NDA policy.

Almost all freshmen of NDARFC are beginners, and they practice basic rugby
drills. But, in 1956, NDARFC won the Kanagawa Prefecture Five-University
League as well as the South Kanto-Region Championship. Unfortunately,
NDARFC took second place at the New University Tournament. The excellent
activities were highlighted, and NDARFC was awarded by the Japan Rugby
Football Union and the Kanagawa Prefecture Board of Education. Friendship
competitions with the following universities in offseason were regularly
scheduled every year. The University of Tokyo, Kyoto University, The University
of Tsukuba, and National Defense Medical College are national universities in
Japan, and their rugby football teams have their own traditions.

As international exchange programs, we had a friendly match with The
University of Edinburgh in 2008. Further, in 2013, we pursued the British
expedition as 60th anniversary of NDARFC. The rugby world cup 2019 was held
in Japan. At that time, we invited the Australian team of The Australian
Defense Force Academy in NDA. Four years later, we visited to France to join
the international competition according to the France world cup 2023. Again,
International Cadets Rugby Competition 2025 will be held in NDA. We are so
pleased to invite great teams from France, England, and Australia.
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