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Official Visit Statement

April 3, 2014

General Shigeru Iwasaki, Chief of the Joint Staff, Japan Self-Defense Forces made an official visit
to the United States from March 30 to April 4, 2014, at the invitation of General Martin Dempsey, the
U.S. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. General Iwasaki and General Dempsey met at National

Defense University.

This is General lwasaki’s fourth meeting with General Dempsey since assuming duties as Chief of
Staff of the Japan Joint Staff in January 2012. The two leaders discussed a wide array of Alliance

and regional issues.

Specifically, Generals Iwasaki and Dempsey addressed geopolitical trends in the Asia-Pacific
region and the need to strengthen deterrence and response capability of the Self-Defense Forces
(SDF) and U.S. forces through enhanced bilateral defense cooperation. They also discussed their
forces’ roles, missions and capabilites on the on-going process to revise the Guidelines for
U.S.-Japan Defense Cooperation.

The Generals agreed that U.S. forces and the SDF will continue to improve the effectiveness of
information-sharing and bilateral operations to deal effectively with common security challenges,

while maintaining a strong defense cooperation bond between the two long-term allies.



