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Bilateral Press Release

Adm. Samuel J. Locklear lll, Commander, U.S. Pacific Command, met with Gen. Shigeru
Iwasaki, Chief of Staff, Joint Staff in Tokyo on Feb. 3, 2014 to discuss the security environment

in the Asia-Pacific region and strengthening the U.S.-Japan Alliance.

The leaders reaffirmed the vital nature of the U.S.-Japan Alliance for the security of both

countries as well as for the peace, stability and economic prosperity of the Asia-Pacific region.

Adm. Locklear and Gen. lwasaki agreed that U.S. forces and the Japan Self-Defense Forces
will continue to improve the effectiveness of information-sharing and bilateral operations to deal
effectively with common security challenges, while maintaining a strong defense cooperation

bond between the two long-term allies.

The Admiral and General affirmed the U.S. forces and Self-Defense Forces cooperate closely
in order to deal with the threat of DPRK ballistic missile and nuclear capabilities. They also
shared recognition that they continue to encourage China to play a responsible and constructive
role in regional stability and prosperity, to adhere to international norms of behavior, and to
increase openness and transparency in their military.
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