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Bilateral Press Release

The Chief of Joint Staff, Japan Self Defense Forces, Gen. Shigeru lwasaki; and Commander,
U.S. Pacific Command, ADM. Samuel J. Locklear Ill met to discuss the security environment in
the Asia-Pacific region and on strengthening the U.S.-dJapan Alliance in Hawaii, the United
States 21 and 22 March 2013.

The officials acknowledged the U.S.—Japan Alliance is vital for the security of both countries
as well as to the peace, stability and economic prosperity of the Asia-Pacific region.

The officials agreed U.S. forces and the Japan Self Defense Forces will continue to deepen
operational cooperation and to improve the effectiveness of bilateral operations for the defense
of Japan and for regional peace, stability and economic prosperity while maintaining a strong
defense cooperation bond between the U.S. and Japan.
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