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Bilateral Statement

The Chief of Joint Staff, Japan Self Defense Forces, Gen. Shigeru lwasaki; and Commander,
U.S. Forces, Japan, Lt. Gen. Salvatore A. Sam Angelella met to discuss the security
environment in the Asia-Pacific region and on strengthening the U.S.-Japan Alliance in Tokyo on
December 6, 2012.

Both officials acknowledged the U.S.—Japan Alliance is vital for the security of both countries
as well as to the peace, stability and economic prosperity of the Asia-Pacific region. They also
reaffirmed the necessity to deal effectively with mutual security challenges.

Regarding North Korea’s announced missile launch, which it states is an earth observation
satellite, the officials agreed the event would harm regional peace and stability. The officials
reaffirmed continued close cooperation regarding information sharing between U.S. forces and
the Self Defense Forces as same as April 2012. The unified purpose is to protect the lives and
property of citizens of both nations if the launch is conducted in spite of diplomatic efforts.

The officials agreed U.S. forces and the Japan Self Defense Forces will continue to improve
the effectiveness of bilateral operations for the defense of Japan and for regional peace, stability

and economic prosperity while maintaining a strong defense cooperation bond between the U.S.

and Japan.

December 6, 2012
General Shigeru Iwasaki, JASDF Lieutenant General Salvatore A. Sam Angelella , USAF
Chief of Staff, Joint Staff Commander, U.S. Forces, Japan

Japan Self Defense Forces



