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Japan — Australia Chiefs of Staff Joint Press Release

1. The Australian Chief of the Defence Force, General David Hurley, made an
official visit to Japan on 25-26 October 2012, at the invitation of the Japan Self
Defense Forces Chief of the Joint Staff, General Shigeru Iwasaki. General Hurley
met with General Iwasaki in Tokyo on 25 October and they exchanged views on
the security environment in the Asia-Pacific and the importance of further
strengthening our defence relationship as agreed by Foreign and Defense
Ministers at the recent 2+2 Ministerial meeting.

2. The two Generals shared the view that the close relationship between Japan
and Australia is indispensable for the security of both countries as well as for
peace and stability of the Asia-Pacific. Australia and Japan are natural strategic
partners with shared values, strategic interests, and respective alliances with the
United States.

3. General Iwasaki and General Hurley emphasised the importance of cooperating
in multilateral frameworks and further strengthening cooperation on
international peace and stability including maritime security, United Nations
Peace Keeping Operations (PKOs), and humanitarian assistance and disaster
relief. Both welcomed Australia and Japan’s enhanced peacekeeping cooperation
between Australian Defence Force and Japanese Self-Defense Force personnel
deployed to the United Nations Mission in the Republic of South Sudan
(UNMISS).

4. General Iwasaki and General Hurley discussed the importance of trilateral
defense cooperation and exchanges among Australia, Japan and US, in addition to
bilateral cooperation. The two Generals underscored the importance of the JSDF
and ADF further enhancing practical defence cooperation in the future, including
through exchanges, training and exercises.
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