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Overview of MSF —who we are, what we do

Founded in 1971 by doctors and joumnalists in France, we:

B deliver emergency medical aid to all those who require it
and whose ‘authorities’ are unable or unwiling toprovideit

Etat d
B Intervene based on principles of neutrality, 4
impartiality and based on independent
evaluation of the needs !

B inform the intemational community of the plight of its patients
and those we want to help

We deliver aid to people affected by natural or man-made disasters, am
imespective of race, religion, creed or political affiliation.
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Overview of MSF - highlights 2013

B About 35,000 staff including 2.600intemational field staff

B Present in 72 countries worldwide —Athird of ourprogrammes are conflict related
B Annual budget of €952 million (about ¥140 billionyen)

B Logistics capacity of delivering assistance within 48 hours in emergency
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MSF PROGRAMMES
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CONFLICT SETTINGS

a— N AR =T EF SR EENTHY ET, FIETNEVET,

The Military and humanitarian interventions
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The Military and humanitarian interventions

— -

» Since the end of the cold war, there is development of
foreign military interventions with stated humanitarian
dimension:

— Under the banner of the UN
— Unilateral (Kosovo, Iraq, Syria, etc.)

* They are labelled “humanitarian intervention” and claim
to act on behalf of protecting victims of war and
oppression

» In the case of UN peacekeeping mission, they have the
official mandate to protect population & facilitate the
deployment of humanitarian assistance along with other
political goals
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The Military and humanitarian interventions
p— -

» humanitarian actors are often called to join and support
those interventions.

» Aid actors have adopted different attitudes with regards
to these calls.

» Some aid actors support the goals of the UN and/or
western democracies, and are eager to join

» ‘Dunantist’ aid actors sticks to limited ambitions
(ensuring the survival of people in times of war) and
consider foreign troops (UN or others) as a belligerent
among others.

P
L2 )

NBET 72 —b, BIZIET 7H=AZ L TlE, aly - XU VRN ANET 74—
MALZ LIZL T, BENENEEINDIDOIZ LS ONT, 727 % —OMBEOE
FoNELE, ZLT NGO BNADZ EICL-T, EHEMALaT) va ryBMllEh,
FTOXENPRD LILE LT,

DO ANBEXEMITZICER LT, BUREEROZBEELZERTHZ LI
AT, Bl IS BUR R EEZ L L S, AAEHELE A ) 7 —7
Lo ET,

LrL, WbhwbTatbrERZHEEVDLNDOILIRATLZDLLEVET, Tt
9 OIX 19 O FRFFIEEN O AILAE TT R, Zoiive < AT BiX, T ARIZEO
PIZ72 5 RETIERVWDTIE L WHI NG EZTY £9, LI #EEDOEFENRRKOFH
MThHD L, 2L T, AAEFEIL FIAIXEEE TH-TH, KB ITAS THORILSE
NERUREYEE RO LWV T2 LET, DLOIVUIEBER IH4Icks 0T
i, btV LT a2 U EREONEE RS> TWET,



MSF’s positon and principles

we believe that:

* The pursuit of development, security, peace, can enter
into contradiction with the goal to provide impartial aid
here and now to those who need it most

» To operate on all sides of the front lines, MSF has to
keep equal distance with all belligerents, including
foreign troops

(This only true for conflict situation)
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MSF and the Military in violent conflict environments, in
practice
el
» Our security relies on ‘acceptance’ and the perception of
neutrality

» as well as respect to provisions to protect medical
personnel in IHL

» Defining our own contextual analysis

» Maintaining independent organisational, decisional
structure and physical assets

» Our hospitals and health centres are ‘weapon free’
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MSF and the Military environment in complex
emergencies, in practice

—

+ Dialogue with all military actors in capitals or elsewhere

» Information about our objectives, activities and how we
work.

» Establish chain of command for problem solving

+ Patient transfer protocols
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Practice and pragmatism

—

» Afghanistan & Syria — lessons and limits in negotiations

* South Sudan — SPLA/UNMIS
» Somalia — use of armed protection

» Central African Republic - Lawlessness, criminality and
lack of infrastructure — A call to arms?
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Concluding remarks

« MSF has no perspective on political agendas during
conflicts or on their outcomes, humanitarian action is an
end in itself.

* MSF establishes the relationships necessary with all
armed actors to allow to deliver medical aid to all who

require it
Conclusion
« In practice, MSF needs to constantly balance the risk of
instrumentalisation of its operations, with the medical
and humanitarian principles that underpins them.
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