Defense Chronology

Year Date Major Events Year Date Major Events Year Date Major Events
1945 | Aug.15 | World War Il ends 1950 0Oct.26 | House of Representatives approves Peace Treaty and 1957 Jan.31 | Acting Prime Minister Kishi concurrently becomes, ad
Aug.17 | Higashikuninomiya Cabinet Japan-U.S. Security Treaty (House of Councilors interim, Minister of State for Defense
Aug.17 | Republic of Indonesia declares independence approval given Nf{vembﬂ 18) ‘ ) ) Feb.02 | Kotaki becomes Minister of State for Defense
Aug.28 | Provisional government of People’s Republic of Dec.26 | Inauguration of third reshuffled Yoshida Cabinet (third Feb.25 | Kishi Cabinet established
Vietnam established term) _ _ _ _ Mar.15 | House of Councillors passes resolution to ban atomic
Sep.02 | GHQ established 1952 Jan.19 | ROK procla|m§ sovereignty over neighboring ocean and hydrogen bombs
0ct.09 | Shidehara Cabinet established areas (Rhee L'""j). ! , May15 | UK. conducts its first hydrogen bomb test
0ct. 15 | General Staff Office and Military Command abolished Feb.28 | Japan-U.S. Administrative Agreement signed May20 | National Defense Council and Cabinet decisions
p i i Apr.26 | Maritime Guard established within the Japan Coast adopted on Basic Guidelines for National Defense
0Oct.24 | United Nations established N P N
Nov.30 | A an Guard Jun.14 | National Defense Council decision and Cabinet
ov. rmy and Navy OIS Apr.28 | Japan-Taiwan Peace Treaty concluded understanding adopted on First Defense Build-up Plan
1946 | Jan.04 | GHO orders purge from public office Apr.28 | Japan-U.S. Peace Treaty and Japan-U.S. Security Jun.21 | Kishi-Eisenhower talks; joint statement on the early
Jan.10 | First session of U.N. General Assembly (London, through Treaty enter into force withdrawal of the USFJ issued
February 14) : Apr.28 | Far East Commission, Allied Council, and GHQ Jul.10 | Inauguration of reshuffled Kishi Cabinet; Tsushima
Jan.27 | GHQ orders the on of Japanese Abolished becomes Minister of State for Defense
Fon.26 23{";;’;’{9EZ;”mkfs”S;';"fgfn‘::wam Islands May01 | May Day riot at Imperial Palace Plaza Aug.06 | Japan-U.S. Security Council inaugurated
: i1 “Iron Curtain® n May26 | U.S., UK., and France sign peace agreement with Aug.26 | USSR announces successful ICBM test
Mar. 05 C‘h”mh'" M fron L!na'” speect Germany Aug.27 | Trial startup of reactor at Tokaimura
Apr.05 | First meeing of Alied Council on Japan May27 | European Defense Community (EDC) Treaty signed Sep.10 | National Defense Council decision to produce P2V-742
Apr.24 | Civil of Okinawa Jul.21 | Subversive Activities Prevention Law promulgated and aircraft domestically, Cabinet report on September 17
May 03 | International Military Tribunal for the Far East opened enters into force 0Oct.04 | USSR launches the world’s first artificial satellite,
May22 | Yoshida Cabinet established Jul.26 | Japan-U.S. Facilities and Areas Agreement signed Sputnik 1
0Oct.01 | International War Crimes Tribunal in Nuremberg Jul.31 | National Safety Agency Law promulgated Nov.23 | World Congress of Communist Parties issues the
renders judgment Aug.01 | National Safety Agency established; Prime Minister Moscow Declaration
Nov.03 | The Constitution of Japan promulgated Yoshida concurrently becomes Director-General of the 1958 | Jan.01 | Japan becomes non-permanent member of the U.N.
Dec.19 | First Indochina War starts (through 1954) National Safety Agency; Coastal Safety Force Security Gouncil
1947 | Mar.12 | Truman Doctrine announced inaugurated ) Jan.01 | European Economic Community (EEC) starts
May03 | The Constitution of Japan takes effect gct ;g INanonaI ts.afeti Z’J:; I\r(]:suh%:;a(t:ea(:)inet imura Jan.14 IIiir;t oceag 8t)raining exercises (Hawaii, through
. ) ct. nauguration o ; ebruary
Jun.01 | Katayama Cabinet established f :
. v ! ! becomes Director-General of the National Safety Jan.31 | U.S. successfully launches an artificial satellite
Jun.05 | Marshall Plan announced Agency . . . . R A
: . . X o X Feb.17 | ASDF begins scrambling against aircraft intruding into
Aug.15 | India and Pakistan gain independence Oct.31 | U.K. carries out its first atomic bomb test territorial airspace
Aug.15 | First India-Pakistan conflict (through 1965) Nov.01 | U.S. carries out ts first hydrogen bomb test Apr.18 | House of Representatives passes resolution to ban
0ct.05 | Cominform established Nov.12 | Japan-U.S. Ship Leasing Agreement signed atomic and hydrogen bombs
Dec.17 | Police Law promulgated (National Rural Police and 1953 Jan.01 | Security Advisory Group in Japan inaugurated Jun. 12 | Inauguration of second Kishi Cabinet; Sato becomes
police forces Apr.01 | National Safety Academy (predecessor of National Minister of State for Defense
1948 Mar.10 | Ashida Cabinet established Defense Academy) established Aug.23 | Chinese People’s Liberation Army attack on Quemoy
Apr.01 | USSR imposes Berlin blockade (through May 12, 1949) May 21 | Inauguration of fifth Yoshida Cabinet intensifies
Apr.27 | Japan Coast Guard Law promulgated Jul.27 | Korean War Armistice Agreement signed Sep.11 F“J'Vamf”D“}":ﬁ “"J'ks (W%Sglﬂsgmny_D-C-): agreement
May 14 | Israel gains independence; First Middle East War starts Aug.12 | USSR carries out its first hydrogen bomb test on revision of the Japan-U.S. Security
through Febi 24, 1949) . - Oct.04 | Treaty Commencement of Japan-U.S. talks on the
(through February 24, ) Sep.27 | Yoshida and Shigemitsu talk revision of the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty
dun. 11 U.S..Serlmlte Vandenberg resolution 0ct.01 | U.S.-ROK Mutual Defense Treaty signed Oct.23 | Dulles talks with Chiang Kaishek; joint statement
Jun.26 | Berlin airlft starts . 0ct.30 | Ikeda-Robertson talks; joint statement issued on issued denying counteroffensive against mainland
Aug.15 | Republic of Korea (ROK) declares independence gradual increase in self-defense strength China
Sep.09 | North Korea established Dec.25 | Japanese administrative rule over Amami Islands Dec.17 | U.S. test-launches Atlas ICBM
0ct. 19 | Inauguration of the second Yoshida Cabinet restored _ _ 1959 | Jan.12 | Ino becomes Minister of State for Defense
Nov.12 | International Military Tribunal for the Far East renders 1954 | Jan.21 | US. launches world's first nuclear submarine (USS Mar.30 | Tokyo District Court rules the stationing of U.S. Forces
i Nautilus) . unconstitutional in the Sunagawa case
1949 | Jan.25 | Council for Mutual Economic Cooperation (COMECON) Mar. 01 Us carries out hydrogen bomb test at.B"f'”' Atoll Jun.18 | Inauguration of second reshuffled Kishi Cabinet; Akagi
established Mar.01 | Daigo Fukuryu maru (Lucky Dragon V) incident becomes Minister of State for Defense
Feb.16 | Inauguration of third Yoshida Cabinet Mar.08 | Mutual Defense Assistance (MDA) agreement signed Aug.25 | China-India border dispute
Apr.04 | North Atlantic Treaty signed by 12 nations (becomes May 14 | Japan and U.S. sign Land Lease Agreement on naval Sep.18 | USSR General Secretary Khrushchev proposes
effective August 24) (NATO established) vessels complete military reductions at U.N.
Apr.21 | Nationalist-Communist talks break up; Chinese Jun.02 | House of Councillors passes resolution prohibiting Sep.26 | Disaster relief teams dispatched after Typhoon Vera
Communist Army launches general offensive dispatch of troops overseas Sep.27 | U.S.-Soviet summit; joint statement issued at Camp
May06 | Federal Republic of Germany established (West Jun.09 | Promulgation of Defense Agency Establishment Law, David
Germany) Self-Defense Force_s_Law and Protection of National Nov.06 | National Defense Council decision to produce 200
Jul.05 | Shimoyama incident Secrecy Law pertaining to the MDA F-104 aircraft domestically, approved by Cabinet on
Jul.15 | Mitaka incident Jul.01 | Defense Agency established; Ground, Maritime and Air November 10
Aug.17 | Matsukawa incident Sl gelf-Def:nse FD'C‘;S mauggr?tedl Indochina sianed Dec.01 | Antarctica Treaty signed
Sep.24 | USSR declares possession of atomic bomb ul. eneva Agreement on armistice in ‘ndochina signe Dec.16 | Supreme Court reverses original ruling in the
B . . . Sep.03 | Chinese People’s Liberation Army shells Quemoy and case
Oct.01 | People’s Republic of China established Matsu for the first time 1960 TR A o Hinoki-cho
) ) ) ! o an. efense Agency moves to Hinoki-
Oct.07 ggmgz ?emocratlc Republic established (East Sep.08 | South East Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) formed by Jan.19 | New Japan-U.S. Security Treaty is signed (enters into
Dec.07 | ohi Y Party takes refude in Tai signing of collective defense pact force June 23)
ec. inese arty takes refuge in Taiwan i "
: ry : 9 : Dec.02 | U.S.-Taiwan Mutual Defense Treaty signed Feb.13 | France conducts its first nuclear test in the Sahara
1950 | Jan.27 | U.S. signs MSA agreement with NATO countries Dec.10 | | Cabinet Omura b May01 | U-2 reconnaissance plane belonging to U.S. shot down
Feb.14 | Sino-Soviet Treaty of Friendship, Alliance and Mutual Minister of State for Defense Y in Soviet airspace P ging to L.5.
Assistance signed 1955 Mar.19 | nau - — ' " _
) . guration of second Hatoyama Cabinet; Sugihara May24 | Disaster relief teams dispatched after the earthquake
Jun.21 ét');\tn Fqst_;er‘ljjulles, adviser to the U.S. Department of becomes Minister of State for Defense Y and tsunami in Chile s q
1025 | Ko W e Ly 27 1953 Apr.18 | Africa-Asia conference held at Bandung Jul.19 | Ikeda Cabinet established: Esaki becomes Minister of
un. orean fif (e 3_ uly 27, ) ) _ May05 | West Germany formally admitted to NATO State for Defense
Jun.28 | Inauguration of third reshuffled Yoshida Cabinet May06 | Live shell fire by U.S. forces at Kita Fuji Maneuver Area; Jul.20 | U.S. conducts successful underwater launch of Polaris
Jul.07 | United Nations Force formed for dispatch to Korea opposition to firing intensifies SLBM
Jul.08 | General MacArthur authorizes the establishment of the May 08 | Protests begin at Sunagawa Base Dec.08 | Inauguration of second Ikeda Cabinet; Nishimura
National Police Reserve, consisting of 75,000 men, May14 | Signing of Warsaw Pact (WPO starts) becomes Minister of State for Defense
;ngnthe expansion of the Japan Coast Guard by 8,000 Jul.31 | Sunada becomes Minister of State for Defense Dec.20 Eorn}ation of the South Vietnam National Liberation
N ) ] roni
N . : A Worl i A t Al H
Aug. 10 | National Police Reserve Ordinance promulgated and Aug.08 Q;?r:bsor: gucﬁwnﬂg:ﬁﬁn Against Atomic and Hydrogen 7961 | Jan.13 | National Defense Council decides (o reorganize GSDF
put into effect Aug.31 | Shigemitsu-Dulles meeting: joint statement issued on units (into 13 divisions); presented to Cabinet January
Aug.13 | Ordinary personnel recruitment for the National Police ug. Igemitsu-Du ing Joi 20
Reserve begins revision of Japan-U.S. Security Treaty
{s] . . Apr.12 | USSR successfully launches manned spacecraft
. N . N Nov.14 | Japan-U.S. Atomic Energy Agreement signed I K . .
Aug.14 | Masuhara appointed first Director-General of the X X N May16 | Military junta seizes power in a coup in ROK
National Police Reserve Nov.22 Inauguratlor] qf ihird Hatoyama Cabinet; Funada Jul.06 | Soviet-North Korea Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation
Sep.07 | National Police Reserve headquarters moves from the becomes Minister of State for Defense : and Mutual Assistance signed P, Loop
National Police Agency headquarters to Etchujima Dec. 19| Atomic Energy Basic Law p Jul.11 | Sino-North Korean Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation
Sep.15 | U.N. troops land at Inchon 1956 Feb.09 Housg of Representatives passes resolution to ban_ . and Mutual Assistance signed P, Loop
0Oct.25 | Chinese Communist volunteers join Korean War g;%r:ulgr?rn?ol;ydmgen bomb tests (House of Councilors, Ju.18 | Inauguration of second reshuffied Ikeda Cabinet;
Nov.24 | US. antnounces.t;hj seven principles for concluding a Feb.14 | Stalin criticized at the 20th Congress of Soviet Fuu_e da becomes M""St?r of State.for Defgn_se
peace treaty with Japan _ Communist Party in Moscow; Khrushchev proclaims Jul.18 | National Defense Council and Cabinet decisions
Dec.18 xgg 2;:092:9 G agrees to of policy of peaceful co-existence with the West Ao 13 gdop:ed ‘:_" Se?gndl_[)e‘;’er}lse Build-up Plan
i i ug. onstruction of Berlin Wal
1951 | Jan.23 | Minister of State Ohashi takes charge of the National War.23 Dgfse"se Agency moved to Kas;"g'ga_sik' 7062 | Ju.18 | nauguration of sacond reshufied keda Cabingt
Police Reserve Apr17 U_ R announces dissolution of Cominform (second term); Shiga becomes Minister of State for
Jan.29 | First Yoshida-Dulles talks (peace treaty negotiations) Apr.26 | First Japan-made destroyer Harukaze completed Defense
Mar.01 | Special recruitment of Military and Naval Academy Jul.02 | National Defense Council Composition Law Jul.23 | International Agreement on the Neutrality of Laos
graduates to serve as police officers 1st and 2nd class promulgated signed in Geneva International Conference
begins Jul.26 | Egyptian President Nasser nationalizes the Suez Canal Aug.15 | GSDF completes 13 division organization
Apr.11 | MacArthur was di as Supreme C of Sep.20 | First domestically-produced F-86F fighter delivered 0ct.15 | Type 61 tank first introduced
the Allied Powers Oct.19 | Joint ion on jon of Ji -Soviet i i ) i
Jul.04 | Inauguration of third reshuffled Yoshida Cabinet relations 0ct.20 Chlna»lndlg border dispute (through November 22)
(second term) 0ct.23 | Hungarian Revolution Oct.24 “.osv.el\rl:l\]/grlr;&oses sea blockade of Cuba (through
Aug.30 | U.S.-Philippines Mutual Defense Treaty signed " .
9 VP ) v s19 0ct.29 | Second Middle East War (Suez War; through November 0ct.28 | Premier of the Soviet Union Khrushchev declares
Sep.01 | Australia-New Zealand-U.S. sign ANZUS Treaty dismantling of missile bases in Cuba
Sep.08 | 49 countries sign Pelaze;'reaty with Japan; Japan-U.S. Dec. 18 | Japan joins the U.N. Nov.01 | Defense Facilities Administration Agency established
Security Treaty conclude Dec.23 | Ishibashi Cabinet established; Prime Minister ] 03 visi st i ini
00t.20 | Ozuki unit dispatched for the first time on a rescue Nov.09 | Shiga visits U.S. for first time as Minister of State for

relief operation to Kita Kawachi Village, Yamaguchi
Prefecture, in the wake of Typhoon Ruth

concurrently becomes Minister of State for Defense

Defense (through November 26)

Defense of Japan
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DEFENSE OF JAPAN 2019

Year Date Major Events Year Date Major Events Year Date Major Events
1963 Jun.20 | Agreement signed for U.S.-Soviet hotline 1971 Aug.02 | Nishimura becomes Minister of State for Defense 1976 Sep.15 | Inauguration of reshuffled Miki Cabinet
Jul.18 | Inauguration of second reshuffled lkeda Cabinet (third Aug.09 | India-Soviet Friendship Treaty signed Oct.29 | National Defense Council and Cabinet decisions
term); Fukuda becomes Minister of State for Defense Sep.30 | U.S.and USSR sign agreement on measures to reduce adopted on Defense Plan for Defense Build-up beyond
Aug.08 | Limited chlear Test Ban Treaty signed by US.-USSR-U. the danger of nuclear war FY1977
K. (entgr§ mtg fqrce on October 10) 0Oct.25 | U.N. General Assembly adopts resolution to admit Nov.05 | National Defense Qouncil and Cabinet dgcisions
Aug.14 | Japan joins Limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty China and expel Taiwan adopted on Immediate-term Defense Build-up and
Sep.16 | Malaysian Federation established Nov.24 | House of Rep resolution on IF:Iandlmg Major Items in Preparations for Defense
) ) N orces
Dec.09 | Inauguration of third Ikeda Cabinet weapons . A .
Dec.17 | ROK transits to civilian government, Park Chung-hee Nov.27 | ASEAN declares SEA neutrality Dec. 24 g?gltj::; ?:?Egeﬁzsbhsmd’ Mihara becomes Minister
becomes President Dec.03 | Third India-Pakistan conflict 1977 Feb.17 | Mito District Court renders judgment in Hyakuri Base
1964 Jun.15 | Limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty enters into force for Dec.03 | Esaki becomes Minister of State for Defense ’ suit e y
Japan Dec.05 | ASDF first domestic supersonic aircraft ASDF XT-2 Jun.30 | South East Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) dissolved
Jul.18 | Inauguration of third reshuffled lkeda Cabinet; Koizumi delivered (Treaty remains effective)
becomes Minister of State for Defense 1972 | Jan.07 | Sato-Nixon joint statement on the agreement of the Jul.01 | Implementation of two maritime laws, proclaiming a
Aug.02 | Gulf of Tonkin incident return of Okinawa and the reduction of bases 200- mile fishing zone and 12-mile territorial waters
Oct. 16 | China successfully carries out its first nuclear test Feb.08 | National Defense Council and Cabinet decisions Aug.01 | North Korea establishes military demarcation lines in
Nov.09 | Sato Cabinet established adopted on Outline of 4th Five-Year Defense Build-up Sea of Japan and Yellow Sea
Nov.12 | U.S. nuclear submarine (Sea Dragon) enters a Plan ) ! B ) ) ) Aug.10 | Defense Agency starts Emergency Legislation Study
Japanese port (Sasebo) for the first time Feb.27 | U.S. President Nixon visits China; China-U.S. Joint Nov.28 | Inaguruation of reshuffled Fukuda Cabinet; Kanemaru
1965 Feb.07 | U.S. starts bombing of North Vietnam Communique becomes Minister of State for Defense
Feb.10 | Diet debate on Mitsuya study Apr.10 Jap%n signs Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention Dec.29 | National Defense Council and Cabinet decisions
. - (BWC) adopted on introduction of F-15s and P-3C
Jun.03 | Inauguration of reshufiled Sato Cabinet; Matsuno Apr.18 | National Defense Council and Cabinet decisions 1978 | Apr.12 | Chinese fishing fleet infringes on waters around
becomes Minister of State for Defense P
Jun.22 | Japan-ROK Basic Trealy signed adopted on SDF deployment in Okinawa Senkaku Islands
su ' 0 Sapa d Indi z:)s ﬁ ‘ea S ?I' e‘ to September 22 May15 | Return of Okinawa Aug.12 | Treaty of Peace and Friendship between Japan and the
ep- econd India-Pakistan conflict (to September 22) May26 | SALT | and agreement to limit ABM signed during the People’s Republic of China signed in Beijing
Nov.10 | Icebreaker Fuji leaves on first mission to assist visit of U.S. President Nixon to USSR Sep.21 | Defense Agency announces modality and purpose of
Antarctic observation (through April 8, 1966) Jul.03 | India-Pakistan truce signed emergency legislation study
1966 | May16 | Cultural Revolution starts in China iy Jul.04 | ROK and North Korea make a Joint Statement for Nov.03 | Vietnam-Soviet Friendship Agreement signed
Jut.01 ;"a’,‘lcz 5009 from the NATO (rejoined peaceful unification Nov.27 | (ASDF) First Japan-U.S. bilateral training exercises
pril 4, . ) . Jul.07 | Tanaka Cabinet established; Masuhara becomes (east of Misawa and west of Akita, through December
Aug.01 Inauguratlor_\ of reshuffled Satc_) Qablnet (second term); Minister of State for Defense 1)
’éz;ggggasmya’"a becomes Minister of State for Sep.29 | Prime Minister Tanaka visits China; normalization of Nov.27 | Japan-U.S. Security Consultative Committee approves
. . o - diplomatic relations between Japan and China Guidelines for Japan-U.S. Cooperation, presented to
Oct.27 ?h't"a successfully carries outits first nuclear missile 0Oct.09 | National Defense Council and Cabinet decisions and approved by Cabinet following deliberation by the
est ! ) - adopted on Situation Judgment and Defense Concepts National Defense Council on November 28
Nov.29 | National Defense Council and Cabinet decisions in the Fourth Defense Build-up Plan, Key Matters for Dec.05 | Afghanistan-Soviet Treaty of Friendship, Good Relations
adopted on Outline of Third Defense Build-up Plan Inclusion in Fourth Defense Build-up Plan, and and Cooperation signed
Dec.03 | Inauguration of reshuffled Sato Cabinet; Masuda Measures to Enhance Civilian Control Dec.07 | Ohira Cabinet established; Yamashita becomes
becomes Minister of State for Defense Dec.21 | East-West Germany Basic Treaty signed Minister of State for Defense
1967 | Jan.27 | Outer Space Treaty signed Dec.22 | Inauguration of second Tanaka Cabinet Dec.25 | Vietnamese troops invade Cambodia (withdrawal
Feb.17 Inalfguratlon of second ?ato (?éblnet 1973 | Jan.23 | 14th Japan-US. Security G e C on b 2_6, 1989_) _
Mar. 14 | National Defense Council decision adopted on Key meeting agrees on consolidation of U.S. bases in 1979 | Jan.01 | U.S. and China normalize diplomatic relations, U.S.
matters for inclusion in Third Defense Build-up Plan Japan (Kanto Program) notifies termination of the U.S.-Taiwan Mutual Defense
(Cabinet decision on March 14) _ Jan.27 | Vietnam peace agreement signed (ceasefire takes Treaty after one year )
Mar.29 | Sapporo District Court renders judgment on Eniwa effect on January 28) Jan.07 | Fall of Phnom Penh, establishment of Heng Samrin
Case Feb.01 | Defense Agency publishes Peacetime Defense Strength regime announced . =
Jun.05 | Third Middle East War (through June 9) . Jan.11 | National Defense Council and Cabinet decisions
Jun.17 | Chi full i it its first hyd bomb Feb.21 | Laos Peace Trealy signed adopted on introduction of E-2C
un. ina successfully carries out its first hydrogen bom| Lo A -
test Mar.29 | U.S.forces complete tr?e.w withdrawal from Vietnam Feb.11 | Islamic Revolution takes place in Iran
Jul.01 | Formation of European Community (EC) May29 | Yamanaka becomes Muyster of State for Defer\se . Feb.17 | Sino-Viethamese War (through March 5)
Aug.08 | Formation of Association of Southeast Asian Nations Jun.22 | General Secretary Leonid Brezhnev of the Soviet Union Mar.26 | Egypt-lsrael peace treaty signed
(ASEAN) v!sns U.S.; convention on the prevention of nuclear war Jun.18 | SALT Il signed
) signed - Y
Nov. 25 auguratio of S?CO"U S.ato Cabinet Jul.01 | Commencement of SDF air defense mission on Jul.17 | Announcement of Mid-Term Defense Estimate
1968 | Jan.16 | Prime Minister Wilson announces withdrawal of U.K. Okinawa (FY1980-FY1984)
troops east of Suez Sep.07 | Sapporo District Court rules SDF unconstitutional Jul.25 | Minister of State for Defense Yamashita makes first visit
Jan.19 | U.S. nuclear-powered aircraft carrier (Enterprise) (Naganuma Judgment) to ROK as an incumbent Minister (through July 26)
enters a Japanese port (Sasebo) for the first time Sep.21 | Japan-North Vietnam establish diplomatic relations Nov.09 | Inauguration of second Ohira Cabinet; Kubota becomes
Jan.23 | Seizure of U.S. Navy intelligence vessel Pueblo by 0ct.06 | Fourth Middle East War (ends October 25) Minister of State for Defense
North Korea Oct.08 | Japan-Soviet summit (Moscow) Dec.27 | Soviet Union invades .
Feb.26 | New Japan-U.S. nuclear agreement signed ) ) . " . 1980 Feb.04 | Hosoda becomes Minister of State for Defense
X . R X Oct. 17 | Ten OPEC countries decide to reduce crude oil supplies " X
May 13 | First formal Vietnamese peace talks held in Paris Nov.07 | Pakistan formally withdraws from SEATO Feb.26 | Maritime Self-Defense Force takes part in RIMPAC for
Jun.26 | Ogasawara Islands revert to Japan Nov.25 ion of syecon d Tanaka Cabinet the first time (through March 18)
Jul.01 | Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty signed - a ! Apr. 11 Slnq-Sowet Treaty of Friendship, Alliance and Mutual
AuG.20 | Soviet and Eastern E t invad 1974 Jan.05 | Japan-China Trade Agreement signed Assistance lapses
ug. nglceh oasrl]ovaﬁisaem uropean troops invade Jan.18 | Israel and Egypt sign Egyptian-Israeli Disengagement May 18 | China tests an ICBM in the direction of the South Pacific
N . . Treaties Ocean for the first time
Aug.24 E?u'{ﬁepiiﬁi'gs out ts first hydrogen bomb test in the Apr.20 | Japan-China Aviation Agreement signed Jul.17 | House of C i special ittee for
i i Security Treaty, Okinawa, and Northern Territori
Nov.30 | Inauguration of second reshuffled Sato Cabinet (second ap" fg INZt_'D"aI [.)efenste.mM?.dlt‘;al (;ollege 0[:’"5 eartest issuesty Y, ories
term); Arita becomes Minister of State for Defense ay India carries out its first underground nuclear test AP . -
2 . R - Jul.17 | Suzuki Cabinet established; Omura becomes Ministe:
1969 | Jan.10 | National Defense Council decision to produce 104 Jul.03 | U.S. President Nixon visits USSR, Treaty on the u o?éltjatle forIDe P ished; Omui inister
F-4E aircraft domestically, approved by Cabinet Limitation of Underground Nuciear Weapon Tests Aug.18 | Interceptors begin to be armed with missiles
Mar.02 | Armed clashes between Chinese and Soviet for n (Threshold Test Ban Treaty) signed i ith li
) Chenpao Island (Damansky Island) Oviet Torces o 0ct.08 | Eisaku Sato, former Prime Minister, receives Nobel Aug.19 | Arming escorts with live torpedoes announced
Aor15 | No nhpKnrea shoots down l); S. EC-121 reconnaissance Prize Aug.21 | Soviet nuclear submarine has an accident off the main
pr. plane W ES. : Nov.11 | Inauguration of second reshuffled second Tanaka island of Okinawa
J South Vi . " Cabinet (second term); Uno becomes Minister of State Sep.03 | First meeting of the Japan-U.S. Systems and
un.10 | South Vietnam of F for Defense Technology Forum (Washington, D.C., through
Revolutionary Government . . . September 4)
Jul.25 | U.S. President Nixon announce Guam Doctrine (later Now.13 | Japan-China Marine Transport Agreement signed eptember 4) i
’ the Nixon Doctrine) Nov.15 | UN. forces in Korea discovers a North Korean Sep.22 | Iran and Iraq er.ner into full-fledged war _
Nov.21 | Sato-Nixon joint statement (extension of Japan-U.S. |nf||trat|or_1 tunnel . - 1981 Jan. 06 Eﬁzﬁgg&ﬁf?ded as Northern Territories Day (Cabinet
Security Treaty, return of Okinawa to Japan by 1972) Nov.23 | U.S. President Ford visits USSR, makes joint statement g
1970 | Jan.14 | Inauguration of third Sato Cabinet; Nakasone becomes on SALT I ) . Apr.22 | Defense Agency announces classification of the laws
Minister of State for Defense Dec.09 | Miki Cabinet established; Sakata becomes Minister of and regulations subject to the Studies on Emergency
Jan.24 | Formation of integrated WPO (Warsaw Pact) forces State for Defense Legislation ) ) )
(involving seven countries) 1975 | Apr.01 | Director General instructs to create draft plan for Jul.07 | Tokyo High Court renders judgment in Hyakuri Base
Feb.03 | Japan signs Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty giftzrl;: ;ogr)c s after FY1977 (second instruction TRE :Lmh, /i branch of Tokyo District Court rend
) ) - ) ul. lachioji branch of Tokyo District Court renders
Feb. 11 ggzgggsr?lﬁlsyn:;}wcﬁgjducm artificial satellite Apr.23 | U.S. President Ford declares end of Vietnam War judgment in 1st and 2nd Yokota Air Base noise suits
Drofitarati . Apr.30 | South Vietnamese Government surrenders Oct.01 | (GSDF) First Japan-U.S. bilateral exercises (in
Mar. 05 Nuclea.r. Noq Proliferation Treaty comes into force unconditionally communications) staged at Higashi Fuji Maneuver Area
Mar.31 | Yodo hijacking _ _ o Aug.01 | Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (through October 3)
Apr.16 | U.S. and USSR begin SALT | strategic arms limitation (CSCE) adopts the Helsinki Declaration (Helsinki) Nov.30 | Inauguration of reshuffled Suzuki Cabinet; Ito becomes
ta"fs Nov.17 | First summit meeting of most industrialized nations Minister of State for Defense
Apr.24 | China successfully launches its first satellite (Bambouillet, through November 17), held annually Dec.13 | Poland declares martial law and establishes the
Jun.23 | Automatic extension of Japan-U.S. Security Treaty Since Military Council of National Salvation
Aug.12 | West Germany-USSR sign non-aggression pact 1976 | Apr.05 | Demonstrators and police clash in Tiananmen Square 1982 | Feb.15 | (GSDF) First Japan-U.S. bilateral command post
0ct.20 | Publication of “The Defense of Japan,” the first white in Beijing, China (1t Tiananmen Incident) exercise (staged at Takigahara, through February 19)
paper on defense Aun.04 | Publication of second white paper on defense, he Apr.02 | Falklands dispute (ends June 14)
Nov.25 | Yukio Mishima commits suicide by ritual Jun.08 NﬁcT::fl\?on aPpr ?Jrl]ife(raiir:;eﬁ :at\f zor:e:in?:?;::ey;or Apr.25 | Israel returns all of Sinai Peninsula
ﬂg:%zgﬁzgfﬂ"}ﬁggfsm: Eastern Amy ’ Japan May 15 | Use of some sections of land within facilities and areas
il " ; o i located in Okinawa starts under the Special Land Lease
1971 Feb.11 | Signing of treaty forbidding the use of the seabed for Jul.02 | Socialist Republic of Vietnam (unified Vietnam) Law P
military purposes proclalmed_ : Jun.06 | Israeli forces invade Lebanon
Jun.17 | Agreement on the Return of Okinawa signed Jul.08 | Sub-Committee for Defense Cooperation (SDC) . > ’
. b established Jun.08 | BWC enters into force in Japan
Jun.29 | Okinawa Defense Agreement (Kubo-Curtis Agreement) . . . ) "
signed Aug.05 | Sapporo High Court renders judgment in Naganuma Jun.09 | Convention on Conventional Weapons (CCW), Protocols
Jul.05 | Inauguration of third reshuffled Sato Cabinet; Nikesut v | Wiand Il concluded !
Masuhara becomes Minister of State for Defense Aug.18 | U.S. military officers slain at Panmunjom by North Jun.29 | Commencement of Strategic Arms Reduction Talks
Jul.30 | Al Nippon Airways plane colides with SDF aircraft Korea ) (START-1) U.S--Soviet Union (Geneva)
(Shizukuishi) Sep.06 | MiG-25 forced to land at Hakodate Airport Jul.23 | 1981 Mid-Term Defense Estimate presented to and

approved by National Defense Council




Year Date Major Events Year Date Major Events Year Date Major Events
1982 | Aug.17 | U.S.-China Joint Statement about U.S. weapons sales 1988 | May29 | U.S.-Soviet Union summit talks (Moscow, through June 1991 | Nov.05 | House of Repr i ishes the C:
to Taiwan 1, instruments of ratification of INF Treaty exchanged) on National Security
Sep.09 | Supreme Court renders judgment on Naganuma Nike Jun.01 | Supreme Court renders judgment on an appeal against Nov.05 Cabinet i ; Mi ita b
Missile Base Case the enshrining of an SDF officer killed in an accident Minister of State for Defense
Oct.12 | China successfully tests SLBM water launch Jul.23 | Submarine and civilian fishing boat in collision (off Nov.26 | Clark USAF Base formally returned to Philippines
0ct.20 | Yokohama District Court renders judgment in 1st Yokosuka) Dec.05 | Ukrainian independence declared by Supreme Council
Atsugi Air Base noise suit Aug. 17 First_ joint verification of an _under_ground nuclear test of Ukrainian Republic
Nov.27 | Nakasone Cabinet established; Tanikawa becomes carried out by U.S. and Soviet Union (Nevada) Dec.08 | CIS agreement signed by leaders of Russia, Belarus
Minister of State for Defense Aug.20 | Ceasefire agreement reached in Iran-Iraq War and Ukraine at summit (Brest, Belarus)
1983 Jan.01 | U.S. establishes new Unified Combatant Command Aug.24 | Tazawa becomes Minister of State for Defense 1992 Feb.07 | Twelve EC countries sign the European Union Treaty
(Central Command) Sep.20 | First Japan-made T-4 medium trainer introduced (Maastricht Treaty)
Jan.14 | Government decides to pave the way for the transfer of Oct.17 | U.S.and Philippines sign negotiated agreement on Feb.25 | China promulgates and enacts Territorial Waters Act,
g}l"t?'g t:,”“;‘%wg'ef to the U.S. (Statement by the revised Military Bases Agreement designating the Senkaku Islands as an integral part of
Mar2s | U SIeP a ,'dne ¢ Recre ary) Strateic Def Nov.29 | Japanese and U.S. Governments sign memorandum China
ar. -o. President Reagan announces strategic Defense and detailed arrangements relating to FS-X joint Apr.01 | Custody of government aircraft (B-747) transferred to
Initiative (SD) development the Defense Agency
Jun.12 | Director Tanigawa first Minister of State for Defense to Dec.07 | General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev delivers speech Apr.01 | First female students enter National Defense Academy
inspect Northern Islands ) to the U.N. on the decommissioning of 500,000 Soviet of Japan
Sep.01 | KAL airliner shot down by Soviet fighters near Sakhalin troops Apr.27 | Tokyo District Court renders judgment in suits
Oct.09 19 BOK Gov_emm_em officials, including cabinet ) Dec.27 of ita Cabinet pertaining to the surrender of land for Atsugi Air Base
ministers, .kllled.m Burma l')y North Korean terrorists 1989 | Jan.07 | Demise of Emperor Showa May22 | North Korean soldiers invade the South Korean side of
Oct.25 | U.S. and six Caribbean nations send troops to Grenada the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) and fire guns
Nov.08 | Signing of negotiation statement for sharing military - n - P May23 | START-I Treaty signed between the U.S. and four Soviet
technology with the.U.S. based on the U.S. and Japan 1989 Feb.15 ﬁ_g\#]e}x%r;::;lisg:pletes the withdrawal ofits forces States iqc}uding Russia ) ) ) !
Mutual Defense Assistance Agreement . May25 | IAEA officials make the first designated inspection of
Dec.12 | (ASDF) First Japan-U.S. bilateral command post Feb.24 | Emperor Showa's funeral North Korea’s nuclear facilities (through June 5)
| - D . P Mar.09 | Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe (CFE) M " g "
exercise (Fuchu, through December 15) 4 (Vi Jun.19 | Announcement of “International Peace Cooperation
Dec.27 | Inauguration of second Nakasone Cabinet; Kurihara Mar. 09 Ztartfe d (Vlenna()j Security-Building M CSBM Law” (enacted August 10), announcement and
Minister of State for Defense ar. stoaTtle ;Rﬁz:r:‘a) ecurity-Building Measures ) enactment of “Plan to Amend Law Concerning the
i gains i joil Dispatch of Japan Disaster Relief Teams” (enacted
1984 Jan. 01 g;u;:;g:rl;%;ndependence from the UK. Goins ASEAN Mar. 15 | Hachioji branch of the Tokyo District Court renders Junpe 29) P ¢
Jun.11 | (MSDF) First Japan-U.S. bilateral command post Mar. 30 ﬁdﬂiﬂ[} G”:E the‘Srr:JI T)Ok?nta Air Brafie :mse suit Aug.10 | International Peace Cooperation Law comes into force
exercise (Yokosuka, through June 15) ar. © N System begins operations Aug.24 | China and the ROK establish diplomatic relations
Oct.16 | Defense Agency announces procedures, etc., of future Apr.01 | Consumption Tax Law enforced Sep.17 | Departure commences of 1st Cambodia Dispatch
Studies on Emergency Legislation in Studies on May 10 | START-I reopened at U.S.-Soviet foreign ministers Facilities Battalion (All units returned to Japan by
Legislation to Deal with Emergencies conference, agreement achieved (Moscow, through September 26, 1993)
ov.01 Kato b ofﬁgc_op ¢ f State for Def Gabinet Jun.03 lhlll:g g;llinet established; Yamasaki becomes Minister Sep-19.| Departure of Electoral Observer to Cambodia (Narita)
ato becomes Minister of State for Defense . ; : i
1985 | Mar.12 | U.S.-Soviet Union arms control talks begin of State for Defense Zip' 38 gFSE ;&::;rnsbl;z;:::f:r;ﬁm :;Zc(t?héllpplnes)
Apr.02 | USAF begins to station F-16 fighters at Misawa Jun.04 | Chinese martial law units fire on demonstrators in V. ty comes 'y efiective
Jun.04 | China announces the reduction of one million Tiananmen Square in Beljing (2nd Tiananmen incident tov-24 :J"St'hrdemmﬁ ?Ir St;ﬂ'(i'n C‘Ubl o (rr;”l)ppm%)
’ i Jun.20 | Supreme Court renders judgment in the Hyakuri Base Wwithdrawal from Philippines complete
personnel from the People’s Liberation Army ! - " N
N . - ! suit Dec.03 | U.N. Security Council adopts resolution to allow
Aug.12 gilrs;?;rcl;glslﬁf teams dispatched in response to the JAL Jun.22 | Yokohama District Court renders judgment in the military action by multinational forces in Somalia
Sep.18 | National Defense Council and Cabinet decisions Atsugi Air Base sut to vacate the premises Dec.12 o inister Cabinet
P adopted on Mid-Term Defense Program: National Jun.24 | Zhao Ziyang relieved of post as General Secretary of o1 Ne;\lkayama_becomes_lMlmster of Sltatt'e f‘Jt' Defelnse
Dgfe?sg COl_J"tC” gecti_sion fagdtqagnet understanding tzt;em(i)r(])mmumst Party of China, and replaced by Jiang ec.16 | UN. Securllitr)‘/nCu:mcl _ado;;ﬁs resolution to deploy
adopted on introduction of Patriof ; - ] -
Dec. 27 Det;’"ed armangements for the supply of military Aug.10 | Kaifu Cabinet established; Matsumoto becomes Dec. 18 | Security Council of Japan and Cabinet decisions
. technologies to the U.S. concluded Minister of State for Defense adopted on Modification of the Mid-Term Defense
Dec. 28 of second Cabinet Sep.26 | Vietham completely withdraws from Cambodia Program (FY1991-FY1995) ) _
(second term) Nov.09 | GDR permits free departures to the West (virtual Dec. 21 X?EES?;\T;?BI;ISS;T;S:l;r\}itrenders judgement in 1st
1986 | Feb.24 | First Japan-U.S. bilateral joint command post exercise demolition of the Berlin Wall __ e - - .
(Hinoki-cho, headquarters of USFJ, etc., through 1990 | Feb.13 | U.S.and Soviet foreign ministers agree on upper limit 1993 | Jan.03 | U.S.-Russia summit (Moscow); START-Il signed
February 28) of 195,000 U.S. and Soviet troops in Central Europe Jan.13 | Japan signs CWC
Apr.09 | Tokyo High Court renders judgment in 1st Atsugi Air and 225,000 US. troops in Europe Feb.25 | Supreme Court renders judgement in st Atsugi Alr
Base noise suit Feb.20 | Joint Military Technology Commission decides to Base noise suit and 1st and 2nd Yokota Air Base noise
Apr.26 | Accident at Chernobyl nuclear power plant in the provide “military technology related to FS-X" to U.S. suits
Soviet Union Feb.28 | Inauguration of second reshuffled Kaifu Cabinet; Mar.12 | North Korea announces secession from NPT
Jul.01 | Security Council Establishment Law enacted Ishikawa becomes Minister of State for Defense Mar.25 | Aegis ship (Kongo) enters service
Jul.22 | Inauguration of third Nakasone Cabinet; Kurihara Mar.03 | Japan-US. summil meefing (Kaifu, G.H.W. Bush, Peim Apr.08 | Death of UN. Volunteer (UNV) Atsuhito Nakata in
becomes Minister of State for Defense prings, through March 4) - o Cambodia
Aug.10 | U.S. announces suspension of its obligations to New May29 | Naha District Court renders judgment in administrative May04 | Multinational forces deployed to Somalia move to
Zealand under the ANZUS Treaty in treaty talks (San handling suit pertaining to Special Measures Law for United Nations Operation in Somalia Il (UNISOM Il
Francisco, through August 11) USFJ Land i i X May04 | Death of Superintendent Haruyuki Takada, a civilian
Aug. 15 | Japan, U.S., USSR open hotline operations Jun.19 | Japan-U.S. Joint C°T’“'“tee Cf“f"ﬁsé moves to police officer in Cambodia
repare necessary steps to return U.S. militan ~ : ot ;
Sep.05 | Government approves the first transfer of military By (2"3 feme) y May11 | Mozambique Dispatch Transport Coordination Unit
technology to the U.S. S begin departing for Mozambique (All units returned
Sep.22 | Conference on Disarmament in Europe (CDE) adont Jun.21 Japan_and the U.S. re_a_ch agreement in principle on the home by January 8, 1995)
p- " pe (CDE) adopts establishment of a ministerial conference on security May14 | United Nations Operation in Mozambique headauart
final documents (Stockholm) _ . ay nited Nations Operation in Mozambique headquarters
o . Aug.02 | Iraq invades Kuwait staff depart for Mozambique
Oct. 15 | USSR announces partial withdrawal of its troops from . . c
Afghanistan Aug.02 | US. Pfesldflf_ﬂ G'-H-W- Bush gives speech at Aspen May29 | North Korea conducts a ballistic missile test over the
0Oct.27 | First Japan-U.S. bilateral joint field training exercise 0ct.03 | German unification central Sea of Japan )
(eastern and southern part of Honshu island, etc., Oct.16 | Bill on Cooperation with United Nations Peacekeeping Jun.01 | Along with full operqtlon_of the private government
through October 31) Operations submitted to Diet plane _(B-747), Special Air Transport Squadron newly
1987 | Jan.24 | Security Council of Japan and Cabinet decisions Oct.24 | USSR conducts underground nuclear tests in the Arctic eSfﬁb[IShEU ! o
adopted on a program for the future build-up of Nov.10 | Bill on Cooperation with United Nations Peacekeeping Jun.09 \é\h_eddlng ceremony of His Imperial Highness the Crown
defense capacity Operations annulled rince . .
Jan.30 | Special Measures Agreement concerning the cost Nov.12 | Coronation of Emperor Jun. 11 | North Korea reserves the right to withdraw from the
sharing of the stationing of U.S. Forces in Japan signed Nov.23 | Great Thanksgiving Festival ,L\IIPSTII(I‘ ﬁ:tlr?l}fgt statemen}‘lstgued during first round of
(effective June 1) Dec.20 | Security Council of Japan and Cabinet decisions o e e
May 27 | Metropolitan Police Department arrests two employees . " Jul.12 | Disaster relief teams dispatched to Hokkaido in
y of Tosﬁiba Machine Co?, Ltd., in connection withpun);air gegzt;sd on Mid-Term Defense Program (FY1991- response to the earthquake off southwestern Hokkaido
exports that breach the rules of the Coordinating ) P (through August 12)
Committee for Multilateral Strategic Export Controls Dec.29 'l;‘augum",‘;l’.‘ 923“‘}"5";5?“”[';*’1 Kaifu Cabinet; lkeda Aug.04 | Signing of peace treaty in Rwandan civil war
(COCOM) to Communist areas TR Cef;""‘:z s e'g 5 de or te ;IT'S: T Aug.09 | Hosokawa Cabinet established; Nakanishi becomes
May29 | Director Kurihara first incumbent Director to visit China 1991 an. dbinet decision adoptec on establishment of the Gu Minister of State for Defense
(through J Crisis Countermeasures Headquarters .
on June 4 Jan.17 | Coalition forces launch air attacks against Kuwait and Sep.01 | US. Dob announces the Bottom Up Review
Jul.15 gg&l PXﬁthggr:l (;?sr;d:lrﬁéudgemem in 1stand 2nd : Iraq, Operation Desert Storm 9 Sep.13 Israe_l _and IPLOt sign a declaration of the principles of
- - provisional autonomy
y ; . H Jan.24 | Government pledges an additional U.S.$9 billion to N , . .
20| Ul Sty O it o Coris e a2
A Law C ing the Di h of Ji Di Relief Jan.25 | Cabinet decision adopted on ordinance on interim . N .
ug.26 | Law Concerning the Dispatch of Japan Disaster Relie measures for the airlifting of Gulf Crisis ref Oct. 13 | Japan-Russia agreement on prevention of marine
Teams enacted g ot aull Lhisis felugees accidents signed
N . (promulgated and enacted on January 29, annulled N 9 X .
Oct.06 ;‘:St J?]PS”EUB& lgleetlng on GOCOM held (Tokyo, April 19) Nov.01 | Maastricht Treaty comes into effect; European Union
oct21 | F ||'|0ug clo e;t f) F-1 stud Its decided and Mar.13 | Kanazawa District Court renders judgment on the 1st e?'tap“ShEd .
ct. 0 ow-ondalrcra or -1 study resuits decided an and 2nd Komatsu Air Base noise suits Dec.02 | Aichi Minister of State for Defense
Nov 06 announce cabinet - Kawara Mar.31 | WPO (Warsaw Pact structures) dismantled 1994 Feb.24 | Okinawa branch of Naha District Court renders
A fokeshit Cabinet estaplishe Apr.11 | Gulf War formally ended Lﬁtgsement in 1st, 2nd and 3rd Kadena Air Base noise
Nov.29 | KAL airliner blown up by North Korean terrorists over Apr.24 | Security Council of Japan and Cabinet decisions . ati o
the Bay of Bengal P by adopted on “Sending minesweepers to the Persian Mar.23 F!'S‘ female av!at!on students J_D!" MSDF
Dec.08 | INF Treaty signed Gulf” Mar.24 | First female aviation students join ASDF
Dec. 18 | Security Council of Japan approves a study on the Apr.26 | Total of six MSDF vessels, including minesweepers, Mar. 30 ‘Taokyo High 00_2"‘1 renders judgement in 3rd Yokota Air
. " . depart for the Persian Gulf ase noise sui
state of air defense on the high seas . . .
1988 Mar.02 | Revised plrotocol of the Speclgl Measures Agreement Jun.03 | Disaster relief teams dispatched after the eruption of Apr.28 g;atta (;abl[r;eft established; Kanda becomes Minister of
concerning the cost sharing of the stationing of U.S. Fugendake o_n M. Unzen_ . Jun.08 | U ge[) o[r) ebenie “Renort on Activit dp
Forces in Japan signed (effective June 1) Jul.31 | U.S.and Soviet leaders sign START-I in Moscow un. -5. DoD submits “Repor 0" ctivities and Programs
Mar.14 | Armed clashes between China and Vietnam in the Sep.06 | Soviet State Council approves independence of three for Cognterlng.ProllfeLatlon plenalmng to weapons of
waters around the Spratly Islands Baltic states mass destruction such as nuclear weapons
Apr.12 | Signing of official documents for the transfer of military Sep.17 | U.N. General Assembly approves 7 member nations, Jun.30 Minister of g‘abtln?t Def
technologies in certain areas of defense from the U.S. including North and South Korea, and 3 Baltic nations inister of state for Detense .
to Japan under the Mutual Defense Assistance Oct.09 | SDF personnel join U.N. teams carrying out inspections Sep.22 | U.S. DoD announces “Nuclear Posture Review

Agreement between the two countries

on Iraq chemical weapons for the first time

Defense of Japan

550

90U313)3Y




551

DEFENSE OF JAPAN 2019

Year Date Major Events Year Date Major Events Year Date Major Events

1994 Oct.21 | U.S.-North Korea talks, both sides sign “Framework 1996 Nov.18 | Basic NATO agreement to keep a multinational 1999 Sep.02 | North Korea announces the invalidation of the Northern
Agreement” relating to support for North Korean light stabilization force (SFOR) to succeed IFOR in Limit Line in the Yellow Sea and the establishment of a
water reactors, and provision of substitute energy Bosnia- Herzegovina new military demarcation line on the sea

Dec.01 | First Asia-Pacific Security Seminar (under the auspices Dec.02 | SACO final report approved by Japan-U.S. Joint Sep.23 | SDF personnel dispatched to implement the
of the National Institute for Defense Studies, through Security Council transportation of necessary resources for international
December 17) Dec.24 | Security Council of Japan and Cabinet decisions disaster relief operations in the Republic of Turkey

Dec.01 | Commander of U.S.-ROK Combined Forces devolves adopted on responses to foreign submarines traveling (through November 22)
operational control in peacetime to ROK forces underwater in Japanese territorial waters Sep.29 | Russian military unit advances into the Republic of

Dec.05 | START-I comes into force 1997 | Jan.02 | Disaster relief teams dispatched in response to the Chechnya

Dec.18 | Russia starts military operations against Chechnya Russian Nakhodka shipwreck and oil spill disaster Sep.30 | Disaster relief teams dispatched in response to the

Dec.20 | First visit to Japan by the ROK's naval training vessel ghrough March 31) atﬁmdenht atf uranium processing facility in Tokaimura
(Harumi, through December 23) fn'gg CWC enters i toffDefense Headauarters Oct.05 fnarl?ggrat(i)ocno;esre?ond Obuchi Cabinet; Kawara

Dec.26 | Kanazawa branch of Nagoya High Court renders pr. enters Into force . o g
judgement in 15t and 2nd Komatsu Air Base nise May12 | Russia-Chechnya peace treaty signed becomes Minister of State for Defense
suits Jun.09 | Self-Defense Official (Director General of the Inspection Nov.22 | SDF personnel dispatched to Indonesia for Timor-Leste

1995 | Jan.17 | Disaster relief teams dispatched after the Great Bureau) dispatched to the Organization for the Refugees Support (through February 8, 2000)
Hanshin- Awaji Earthquake (through April 27) Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) (through Nov.22 | Governor of Okinawa Prefecture declares the site

Mar.09 | Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization June 2002) proposed for the relocation of Futenma Air Station
(KEDO) established Jul.01 | Hong Kong reverts to China Dec.17 | U.N. Security Gouncil adopts a comprehensive

Mar.20 | SDF personnel dispatched teams to carry out rescue Jul.03 | The first artillery live-fire training by U.S. Marines Le,\?"\),:gt‘;«lag _relaltlng “; H‘ﬁ;&%]w'lss“e and establishes
operations in the sarin gas attack on the Tokyo subway stationed in Okinawa conducted on the mainland of In piace o .
system (through March 23) Japan (at Kita Fuj, through July 9) Dec.20 | Rule over Macao transferred to China

May 11 | NPT extended indefinitely Jul.16 | North Korean soldiers cross the Military Demarcation Dec.27 | Decision with the Japan Coast Guard on the “Joint

May19 | Enactment of “Act on Special Measures Incidental to Line (MDL) and exchange fire with ROK troops Response Manual for Suspicious Ships
Reversion of Lands in Okinawa Prefecture Offered for Sep.11 | Inauguration of second reshuffled Hashimoto Cabinet Dec.27 | Mayor of Nago City, Okinawa Prefecture announces the
Use by United States Forces in Japan” (effective June Sep.23 | Guidelines for New Japan-U.S. defense cooperation g“‘?p‘a"ce of alternative faciliies for Futenma Air
20) approved by Security Consultative Committee (SCC) m“" » v

Jun.05 | The defense authorities of Japan and the ROK both Nov.10 | China-Russia summit talks: China-Russian joint Dec.28 | Cabinet decision adopted on Government Policy for the
issue the “letter concerning the prevention of accidents statement signed (Beijing), and demarcation of the Relocation of Futenma Air Station
between aircraft of the Japan Self-defense Forces and China- Russian eastern border declared 2000 | Jan.17 | Anti-personnel mine disposal begins
military aircraft of the Republic of Korea” Dec.03 | Final Report of the Administrative Reform Committee Feb.16 | First qsse_mb_ly of the Research Commissions on the

Jul.28 | Vietnam officially joins ASEAN Dec.19 | Security Council of Japan and Cabinet decisions gogsntutlﬁ»r; in the Upper House (Lower House on

Aug.01 | 1stKEDO Meeting (Japan-U.S.-ROK) held (New York) adopted on Review of the Mid-Term Defense Program cruary 17)

Aug.08 | Inauguration of reshuffled Murayama Cabinet; Eto (FY1996-FY2000) Apr.01 E“ha_“")\e“} of the “Self-Defense Forces Personnel
becomes Minister of State for Defense 1998 | Mar.26 | Introduction of a system of SDF Ready Reserve thics Act )

Sep.04 | Japanese schoolgirl assaulted by three U.S. soldiers Personnel Apr.05 | Mori Cabinet established
based in Okinawa Apr.28 | The signing of an agreement to revise the Japan-U.S. Apr.14 | Russian Duma ratifies the Strategic Arms Reduction

Sep.15 | Ratification of Chemical Weapons Convention Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement Treaty Il (START-II)

0Oct.27 | Announcement of “Law Relating to the Treatment of May11 | India carries out underground nuclear tests (repeated May07 | Russian Acting President Putin officially assumes
Defense Agency Personnel Dispatched to International May 13) duties as President ) o
Organizations” (effective January 1, 1996) May22 | Naha branch of Fukuoka High Court renders judgement May08 | Defense Agency moves to the Ichigaya building

Nov.17 | Cabinet decision adopted on establishment of a in 1st, 2nd and 3rd Kadena Air Base noise suits Jun.16 | The Special Law for Nuclear Emergency Preparedness
consultation forum to discuss issues relating to U.S. May28 | Pakistan carries out underground nuclear tests (Establi;hment of nuclear disaster relief dispatch)
bases in Okinawa (repeated May 30) comes into force

Nov.19 | Prime Minister Murayama and U.S. Vice President Gore Jun.06 | U.N. Security Council resolution adopted that Jul.04 | Inauguration of second Mori Cabinet; Torashima
agree on the establishment of the Special Action condemns nuclear tests by India and Pakistan becomes Minister of State for Defense
Committee on Facilities and Areas in Okinawa (SACO) Jun.12 | Announcement and enactment of Basic Act on Central Jul.21 | Kyushu-Okinawa Summit (through July 23)

Nov.28 | Security Council of Japan and Cabinet decisions Government Reform Aug.25 | Replacement Facilities Council on the Relocation of
adopted on National Defense Program Outline for the Jun.12 | Revision of the International Peace Cooperation Law Futenma Air Station established
period from FY1996 promulgated and comes into force (the section Sep.13 | SDF personnel dispatched to dispose of Abandoned

Dec.14 | Security Council of Japan decision adoptedon concerning use of force enters into force July 12) Chemical Weapons (ACW) in China
Mid-Term Defense Program (FY1996-FY2000) (Cabinet Jun.22 | A North Korean submarine intrudes into the east coast Nov.20 | The 22nd Japanese Communist Party Convention
decision on December 15) » ) of ROK, seized by ROK forces decides to accept the SDF

Dec.14 | Security Council of Japan makes decision “Regarding Jul.27 | China publishes its first comprehensive defense white Dec.05 | Inauguration of second reshuffled Mori Cabinet; Saito
upgrading of Next-Generation Su?port Fighter paper, “Defense of China” becomes Minister of State for Defense
;?;?&?g;‘?é: asll)jlnelt)r?:::;i)r?]\t/::)thVI’ g(,j,i: eocfid ed Jul.29 | Bilateral search and rescue exercise between MSDF/ Dec.15 | Security Council of Japan and Cabinet decisions

O pp .g . ASDF and Russian Navy — the first full-fledged adopted on Mid-Term Defense Program (FY2001-

Dec.14 Formal signing of the Bosnian Peace Agreement in bilateral exercise between Japan and Russia FY2005)

Paris - . Jul.30 | Obuchi Cabinet established; Nukaga becomes Minister 2001 Feb.05 | SDF units dispatched to India for International Disaster

Dec.20 | IFOR, consisting mainly of NATO troops, replaces of State for Defense Relief Operation (through February 11), following the
UNPROFOR and formally commences operations Aug.31 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile which flies major earthquake which hit western India on January

Dec.26 | Tokyo ngh Court renders_ Jngement on rer_nanded through Japanese airspace 26
appeal trial for 1st Atsugi Air Base noise suit Sep.01 | Temporary freezing of Japan-North Korea Feb.09 | Personnel dispatched to UNMOVIC (through March,

1996 Jan.11 | Hashimoto Cabinet established; Usui becomes Minister normalization talks 2005)
of State for Defense Sep.02 | Additional sanctions on North Korea (suspension of Feb. 10 | Collision between Enime Maru and U.S. submarine

Jan. 26 START'_" ratified by US. Serlate — charter flights) implemented Mar.01 | The Ship Inspection Operations Law comes into effect

Jan.31 | SDF unit dispatched to United Nations Disengagement Sep.24 | Japan-ROK Fisheries Agreement concluded (Takeshima Mar.07 | Former Maritime Self-Defense officia is given a jai
Observer Force (UNDOF) Issue shelved) for providing o o

Mar.08 gg"l';?;sg:f %ﬂhﬁsg ?;r'zﬂlr?"fs"g:%e;zﬁ':gsn'gvgtalr Sep.30 | Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Treaty concluded officer of the Russian Embassy
and air force integrated exercises in the waters close Oct.21 | KEDO signed ) ) Apr.01 Inforrpatlon Disclosure Act (IDA) cometc,.lnto force
to Taiwan March 8-25 Nov.14 | Departure of GSDF dispatch units to Honduras Apr.01 | Collision between U.S. and Chinese military planes

Mar.23 | Taiwan holds its first direct presidential elections; Taiwan in region 18-D 1, retum Apr.26 | Koizumi Cabinet established; Nakatani becomes
President Lee Teng-hui re-elected Nouts ‘Fl? J‘a!’?"t')ece"?be_' 5) Jing all tree branches (a ot Minister of State for Defense

Apr.12 | Prime Minister Hashimoto meets U.S. Ambassador ov. rst joint exercise involving all three branches {a total Jun. 15 i Cooperation O (SCO)

Mondale (agreement reached on the total return of of 2,400 personnel from the GSDF, MSDF and ASDF) Aug.08 | Disaster relief teams dispatched for submarine rescue
Futenma Air Station, Okinawa, within five to seven (o Jima) . ship Chihaya to cooperate in raising the Ehime Maru
years after conditions are satisfied) Nov.20 | Norota becomes Minister of State for Defense (returned December 16)

Apr.15 | Signing of Japan-U.S. Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Dec.17 | U.S. and UK. forces initiate Operation Desert Fox Sep.11 | Terrorist attacks in the U.S. occur
Agreement and ts procedural arrangements (effective against lraq as a punishment for refusal to cooperate Sep.12 | UN. Security Council adopts resolution condemning
October 22) with UNSCOM inspections (through December 20) the terrorist attacks

Apr.16 | Cabinet decision adopted on promotion of solutions to Dec.22 | Cabinet decision adopted on introduction of Sep.19 | Prime Minister Koizumi announces immediate
issues relating to facilities and areas of U.S. forces in information gathering satellite ) measures in response to the September 11th terrorist
Okinawa Prefecture Dec.22 | Aha Training Area returned (the first resolved issue of attacks in the U.S.

Apr.17 | Japan-U.S. Joint Declaration on Security issued SACO) _ _ 0Oct.02 | In response to the September 11th terrorist attacks in

Jul.12 meeting of (Vienna) Dec.25 | Security Council approves Japan-U.S. Cooperative the U.S., NATO invokes Article 5 (on collective

Jul.20 | U.N. Treaty on the Law of the Seas goes into effect in Research on Ballistic Missile Defense Technologies self-defense) of the North Atlantic Treaty
Japan 1999 Jan.14 | Inauguration of reshuffled Obuchi Cabinet Oct.06 | International peace cooperation for the relief of Afghan

Jul.26 | First visit to Russia by MSDF ships (Viadivostok, Mar.23 | Discovery of a suspicious ship off the Noto Peninsula refugees (through October 12)
through July 30, Russian Navy’s 300th anniversary (Maritime security operations ordered on March 24) 0ct.07 | U.S.and UK. forces begin attacks in Afghanistan
naval review) Mar.29 | GSDF establishes first brigade (October 19, U.S. Forces sends special operation

Jul.29 | China conducts underground nuclear test (its 45th), then Apr.01 | Establishment of Committee for the Promotion of forces, first ground fighting)
announces moratorium on nuclear testing Information Gathering Satellites (Cabinet) Oct.08 | Government of Japan establishes the Emergency

Aug.28 | First visit by MSDF ships to ROK (Pusan, through May24 | Agreement between Japan and U.S. to amend the Anti-Terrorism Headquarters and decides upon
September 6) “Acquisition and Cross Servicing Agreement” (adding Emergency Response Measures at the first meeting

Aug.28 | Supreme Court renders judgement in lawsuit regarding cooperation for_operations to respon_d to_situation§ in Oct.29 | Anti-Terrorism Special Measures Law and other
mandamus pertaining to proxy signature with regard to areas surrounding Japan) approved in Diet (effective measures passed in the House of Councillors plenary
the Act on Special Measures Concerning USFJ Land September 25) session
Release May 28 | Act Concerning the Measures for Peace and Safety of Nov.02 | Anti-Terrorism Special Measures Law and Law to

Sep.10 | U.N. General y adopts the Comp! ive Test Japan in Situations in Areas Surrounding Japan Amend the Self-Defense Forces Law are promulgated
Ban Treaty (CTBT) promulgate_zd_ (enters into force August 25), Act for and enfqrced (strengthening penalties to ensure

Sep.18 | North Korean minisubmarine runs aground on the east Partial Revision of the Se_lf-Defense Forces Act secrecy is separa_tely enforced on_November 1,2002)
coast of ROK, ts crew intruding into ROK territory promulgated and enters into force ) Nov.25 | Based on the Anti-Terrorism Special Measures Law, an
(clearing operation completed November 7) Jun.15 Shqotmg incident between North Korean Naval ships MSDF supply vessel, minesweeper tender, and

Sep.26 | Hong Kong protest vessels (Baodiao) etc., intrude into which had crossed the Northern Limit Line and South destroyers depart for cooperation and support
Japan's territorial waters around the Senkaku Islands Korean Naval ships ) . activities "

Sep.27 | Taliban gains control of the Afghan capital, Kabul, and Jul.23 | Tokyo H[gh Co_un renders judgment in 2nd Atsugi Air Nov.27 | Exchange of fire in the Korean demilitarized zone (DMZ)
declares the establishment of the provisional Base noise suit . Dec.05 | U.S. and Russia complete implementation of START-I
government Aug.05 | First Bilateral Exercise of Search and Rescue Exercise Dec.20 | U.N. Security Council adopts a resolution establishing

0ct.03 | Russia-Chechnya ceasefire agreed between MSDF and ROK Navy (waters west of Kyushu) an International Security Assistance Force (ISAF)

Nov.07 | Inauguration of second Hashimoto Cabinet; Kyuma Aug.25 Thg Iéaw qonC?ng N_Ieass_;lref_ to Ens/lire the Peace Dec.22 | Afghanistan Interim Authority formed, with Hamid
becomes Minister of State of Defense g” ecg.' 'Wj’ apan in '.uf |?ns In Areas Karzai serving as Chairman

urrounding Japan comes into force Dec.22 | Suspicious boat incident in waters southwest of

Kyushu




Year Date Major Events Year Date Major Events Year Date Major Events
2001 Dec.29 | Russia troops from its base in Cuba 2003 Sep.22 | Inauguration of reshuffled Koizumi Cabinet (second 2005 Jul.14 | Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry announces
2002 Jan.29 | U.S. President G.W. Bush depicts “Axis of Evil” in the term) permissjon granted to Teikoku Oil for trial drilling in the
State of the Union Address Sep.30 | Cabinet decision adopted on establishment of award East China Sea
. . . . . for people engaged in dangerous activities (November Aug.05 | An MSDF vessel dispatched to conduct international
Feb. 15 g::éﬂi’;]ﬂeﬁf:??oﬁ?rﬁt;[_jl_%gt'gter"at'onal cooperation 3, 2003 Former SDF personnel are conferred the disaster relief activity in connection with the accident
P N . . award for people engaged in dangerous activities for of a small submarine of the Russian Navy off
Mar. 02 280 SDF_pergonneltd?patchfd ?n tttrl]e Flrsht j)|spa;csh the first time) Kamchatka (All units returned home by August 10)
B%'gf ering Group to Timor-Leste (through June 25, 0Oct.07 | Joint communique signed for the first time at Sep.09 | First China-Russia joint military exercises “Peace
Mar.06 | K District Court renders jud tin 3rd and Japan-China-ROK Summit meeting Mission 2005” (through August 25)
ar. 4?I1nf(f)amvgsuliirrlcl%asgunoirseg sﬁgtssju gement in Jrd an Oct.10 | Anti-Terrorism Special Measures Law remains in force Sep.09 | Five destroyers of the Chinese Navy, including
Mar-27 | Introduction of Candidates for SDF R P | for another two years Sovremenny Class, are navigating in the sea area
ar. S” "t’ uction of Gandidates for SDF Reserve Personnel 0ct. 15 | China launches its first manned spacecraft Shenzhou surrounding “Kashi” gas field near the median line
ystem - . . 5 between Japan and China in the East China Sea
Apr.22 | 2nd Western Pacific Submarine Rescue Exercise held Nov.19 | Inauguration of second Koizumi Cabinet Sep.21 | Inauguration of third Koizumi Cabinet
(the first multilateral exercise organized by Japan, L . .
through May 2) Nov.29 | Ambassador Oku and First Secretary Inoue shot to Oct. 12 | SDF units dispatched for Japan Disaster Relief
A death in the central region of Iraq operations in response to large-scale earthquake in
May04 | Russia completes returm of the Cam Ranh base to Dec.18 | Iran signs IAEA agreement Pakistan, etc. (Allunits returned home by December 2)
May20 | The United Nations Transitional Administration in Dec. 19 | Libya announces abandonment of weapons of mass 0ct-20. | GSDE and Hokkaido prefectural Polce conductjint
Timor-Leste (UNTAET) switches to the United Nations destruction program feld training agalpst torrorist éttacks for the ﬂ“rSt tmle
Mission Support in Timor-Leste (UNMISET) Dec.19 | Government decides to introduce ballistic missile 0ct.29 JWapeijr]-U.S. Sgcgrlty Consultative Committee (*2+2,
May24 | Signing of Treaty Between the United States of America defense system (Security Council of Japan and Cabinet NShington, D.C) jont announces Japan-),
and the Russian Federation on Strategic Offensive decisions) Fu{i?gfl ransformation and Realignment for the
Reductions Dec.30 | Relief materials transported by air in response to great . . _— —
May30 | Hachioji branch of Tokyo District Court renders arthquake in Iran under the Law concerning the Oct-31 | Tauguretion of i reshuffed Koizumi Cabinet
judgement in 5th, 6th and 7th Yokota Air Base noise Dispatch of Japan Disaster Relief Teams (January 1-2, ukaga becomes Minister of State for Defense
suits ’ 2004) Oct.31 | Partial amendment of t_he Antl-Terror_ls_m _Specml
Jun. 13 | U.S. withdraws from the Anti-Ballstic Missile (ABM) 2004 | Jan.22 | ASDF main contingent leaves for Kuwait Measures Law comes into force {vaidity is extended
Treaty Feb.03 | Departure of first SDF contingent for Iraqi humanitarian (? I one year )_ “ -
Jun.29 | Exchanges of fire between ROK patrol boats and North and reconstruction support activities Now.T1| Cabinet decision adopted on e G“"f.mme.’t‘f‘fﬂfc"""; fo
Korean patrol boats which crossed the NLL Feb.09 | Implementation of Irag-related response measures approved at the Jla pa nlljsg ISe Curllir;;CCI(?I’rI]S‘l’Jﬂaiiv ee matters
Jul.16 | U.S. Government releases “National Strategy for approved in Diet Committee held on October 29, 2005
Homeland Security” Feb.09 | MSDF unit for marine transport leaves for Kuwait Nov.27 | Field training under the Civi I;rotection Law takes place
Jul.29 | Basic Plan of the Futenma Replacement Facility agreed (return on April 8) o ’ for the first time in Fukui Prefecture
Sep.04 | Incident in central Sea of Japan (response to a Mar.04 | Disaster rellef_teams dispatched for the first time in Nov.30 | Tokyo High Court renders judgement in 5th, 6th and
suspicious ship) {ﬁfgfgﬁv&g" i :';‘ (Tanbacho, Kyoto Prefecture, 7th Yokota Air Base noise suits
Sep.17 | Japan-North Korea Summit held Kim Jong- I, the i i it i
P17 | Norin Korean Presdont, adimits and apologizes for Mar. 26 | Diet decides on installation of balistic missile defense Dec. 14 | The first East Asia Summitis held (Kuala Lumpur)
abductions ? system (FY2004 draft budget passed in the House of Dec.16 | U.N. General Assembly adopts resolution criticizing the
Sep.20 | U.S. Government announces “National Security Councillors plenary session) human rights situation in North Korea
" | Strategy” Apr.15 | First transport of Japanese nationals living overseas Dec.24 Sgcut”tg CO{{'JC” of Jlj’gaﬂ a_n? gab're‘ dec;sn;ns
; o Cabin st i implemented, 10 nationals transported from Iraq to adopted on 'Japan-U.s. Joint Development ot
Sep.30 Inauguratlor] qf reshuffled Koizumi Cabinet; Ishiba Ku\evait p q Interceptor Missiles Having Improved Capability of
becomes Minister of State for Dgfen§e Apri5 | Ceremony ing the 50th Jof the Ballistic Missile Defense”
0ct.01 | Personnel deployed to the Organisation for the ’ c 2006 | Jan.10 | Iran begins an uranium enrichment experiment
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) (Head of Defense Agency/ SDF . X o . "
Operations and Planning Branch) (through July 6) Apr.28 | UN. Security Council unanimously adopts Resolution Feb.04 | Japan-North Korea negotiations concerning abduction
06t.13 | First International Fleet Review in Jai 0 B 1540 calling for the nonproliferation of weapons of issue, normalization of diplomatic refations and
- ! pan (Tokyo Bay) mass destruction nuclear/missile issues are held (through February 6)
Oct. 15 | Five of those abducted retum to Japan May22 | Japan-North Korea Summit held (Pyongyang). Five Mar.06 | At the Japan-China intergovernmental conference,
Oct. 16 | U.S. Government issues statement that North Korea family members of abductees return to Japan China makes a proposal of joint development of gas
admitted to having a program to enrich uranium for Jun.01 | U.N. Security Council unanimously adopts Resolution field in East China Sea (through March 7)
nuclear weapons, during Assistant Secretary of State 1546 on reconstruction of Iraq Mar.27 | Partial amendment (measures for destructing ballistic
Kelly’s visit to North Korea . lati . : missiles, etc., establishment of Joint Staff Office, etc.)
Oct. 16 | Yokohama District Court renders judgement in 3rd, 4th Jun. 14 rS:SV en bils on legislation concerning cummger_my of the Defense Agency Establishment Law is enacted.
o e ponse measures passed in House of Councillors A d ‘ hy
and 5th Atsugi Air Base noise suits plenary session and conclusion of three treaties With the creation of the Joint Staff Office, the SDF
Oct.31 | Naha branch of Fukuoka High Court renders judgement approved establishes a joint operations posture
in the suit pertaining to the surrender of land for Sobe Jun.14 | Special Measures Law for the Embargo on Specific Apr.23 | Japan and the United States agree to the sharing of
Communication Site Ships passed expenses of relocation of U.S. Marine Corps in
Nov.01 | Introduction of stricter penalties in order to protect Jun.18 | Cabinet agreement for SDF's activities in Iraq for Okinawa to Guam as part of realignment of USF)
classified information (defense secrets) o : . MayO01 | The Japan-U.S. Security Consultative Committee
humanitarian and reconstruction assistance after . 5 - P
Nov.14 | KEDO Executive Board decides to freeze provision of reestablishment of Iraq sovereignty (joining (“2+2,” Washington, D.C.) announces the “United
heavy ol to North Korea from December muttinational forces) IStﬁth-Jalgtﬂ_ Roadmap for Realignment
Nov.18 | First SDF and police authority hold joint command post i i Interi mplementation
exorcioe i H Ek o ty J p Jun.28 Transfer of sovereignty to the |.|'an !nterlm Govt?rnment May 11 | The Governor of Okinawa Prefecture and Minister of
ercise in Hokkaido Aug.13 | U.S. helicopter crash at the university campus in State for Def i basi t on th
Nov.21 | NATO Prague Summit decides new membership for Ginowan City, Okinawa ate for Defense sign a basic agreement on the
seven countries in Central and Eastern Europe g o realignment of USFJ
y o Sep.27 | Inauguration of second reshuffled Koizumi Cabinet; May29 | First P-3C visit to Australia
Dec.02 | SDF personnel dispatched for the first time to the U.N. ini y
: > 0hno becomes Minister of State for Defense - :
Department of Peacekeeping Operations (UNDPKO) Oct.25 | PSI exercise for maritime interdiction operation hosted Jun. 01| SDF units dispatched to Indonesia to conduct
D North K it wil i . e n op - international disaster relief activity for damages from
ec.12 | North Korea announces it will resume operation and by Japan for the first time (in the offing of Sagami Bay i
establishment of nuclear-related facilities i the earthquake that occurred in central Java on May
Dec.16 | Kish I it A et and in Yokosuka Harbor, through October 27) 27 (through June 22)
ec. irishima, vessel equipped with Aegis air defense i i
systems, departs ﬂ?e ,’)’gn of vokosﬁka, according to Nov.10 | Intrusion of submerged Chinese nuclear POW"T".ed Jun.20 | The Government makes a decision to discontinue the
o N . submarine into Japan’s territorial waters-Maritime tivities of the GSDF conti t dispatched to |
revision (December 5) in Implementation Plan based security operations order issued (through November activities of the ¢ contingent dispatched to Iraq.
on the Anti-Terrorism Special Measures Law 12) ASDF units continue to support the United Nations and
P the multinational forces
Dec.17 | U.S. announces deployment of a missile defense i ice-Minis i i
system (ground- ar?d zea-based interceptor missiles Nov.16 &h'?;sgv\gfﬁs"f]'ﬂgg :LE%Z:?;e’f\sﬁiﬂ{rsuzixo’ﬁstS:S Jun. 23 | Agreement concerning provision of arms and military
and PAC-3) Jagpan’s territorial waters technologies to the United States is signed
2003 Jan.10 | North Korea announces it is leaving the Nuclear Ny " . - Jun.29 | Japan-U.S. Summit Meeting, joint document “The
Non- Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 9 Dec.10 | Security Council of Japan and Cabinet decisions Japan-U.S. Alliance of the New Century” announced
adopted on “National Defense Program Guidelines, R
Jan.24 | U.S. Department of Homeland Security established FY2005” and *Mid-Term Defense Program for Jul.05 | North Korea launches a total of seven ballistic missiles
Jan.28 | Establishment of Consultative Body on Construction of FY2005-FY2009” into the §ea of Japan . .
Futenma Replacement Facility concerning Futenma Air Dec.28 | MSDF ships dispatched to the offing of Thailand's Aul-13. | Tokyo High Court fenders judgement n 3rd, 4th and
Station Replacement Phuket Island to engage in the international disaster Atsugi Alr Base noise suits .
Feb.08 | Disposal of antipersonnel landmines complete (with relief activities for Indonesia’s Sumatra earthquake and Jul.31 | Partial enforcement of the Law for Partial Amendment
some exceptions) Indian Ocean tsunami disaster (through January 1, of the Defense Agency Establishment Law (inc.
Mar.20 | U.S. and U.K. Forces begin military in Irag 2005) reinforcement of facilities administration function of
Mar.27 | Act for Partial Revision of the Defense Agency 2005 | Jan.04 | SDF units dispatched to Indonesia to engage in ihe agency,establishment of he Equipment =
Establishment Act, etc. (changes in SDF personnel quota international emergency assistance in response to the Liaisgn Offices into thegProvinciaI Cooperation Offices)
and number of Ready Reserve Personnel) enters into major earthquake off the coast of Sumatra and } . peration
force tsunami in the Indian Ocean that occurred on Aug.16 | A Russian patrol boat fires on a Japanese fishing boat,
Mar.30 | International peace cooperation activities are December 26, 2004 (all teams returned home by glgll:gnonerg{elg gerrlljsrggmbers, The Government files
conducted for relief of Iraqi refugees (Airborne unit for March 23) A2 N gp ovs Aedis shi ) ith M
Iragi refugee relief returns to Japan on April 2) Jan.19 | The Japanese Government newly formulates measures ug. 29 ei al‘:yv depl ?}/5 'I?tgls ships equipped with SM-3 at
; o . to cope with intrusion of the submerged submarines in Okosuka naval tacili
May 01 .S. P LW, " N y
2y0 Umislitarrye ?)Igsrnatti((;)r‘ll\sl iﬁl:f;qd:: :ja/&?;;:;?;'{:]“on of major Japan’s territorial waters Aug.29 | The Counc!l Meeting on Measures for Relocation of
May13 | Hachioji branch of Tokyo District Court renders Feb.10 | North Korean Foreign Ministry releases a statement Eu}gnma Air Station established, and itsfirst meefing
iud P i f i implying its manufacture of nuclear weapons (May 11, €l . ) -
Myt Jl'J-'SQi’::’i‘;;:t“éhmfli";uz:]h;%‘;‘2:;:‘;‘:;;;’;%‘3[‘? suits announces the unloading of 8,000 spent nuclear fuel Sep.26 ébe C?bmetfestabllshed; Kyuma becomes Minister of
O S >t rods) tate for Defense
Securtty Iniiative (PSI) forthe first time Feb.17 | Okinawa branch of Nana District Court renders 0ct.09 | North Korea conducts an underground nuclear test
Jun.01 | U.S.-Russia leaders talk, enforcement of Treaty ; p N . .
Between the United States of America and the Russian judgement in 4th Kadena Air Base noise suit Oct.13 | Sanctions implemented against North Korea, which
Federation on Strategic Offensive Reductions Feb.19 Japan-U,S, Security Consultative Committe_e (“_2+2,” announced that it had conducted a nuclear weapon
Jun.06 | Three Armed Attack Situation Response related laws Was;hlngté)n, D.C.) — common strategic objectives test .
passed in the House of Councillors plenary session confirme . Dec.19. | U.N. General Assembly adopts draft resolution
7 ional peace ion activities are Mar.08 | ROK’s Government protest over Asahi Shimbun aircraft condemning abduction of foreign citizens by North
. for relief of affected people in Irag (Aitborne unit for approaching Takeshima without authorization Korea
relief of affected people in Iraq returns to Japan August Mar.14 | National People’s Congress adopts “Anti-Secession 2007 Jan.09 | Enforcement of the Law for Partial Amendment of the
18) Law” Defense Agency Establishment Law (reorganization of
i " - Mar.14 | A Japanese boat attacked in the Straits of Malacca the Defense Agency into the Ministry of Defense and
1.26 | L d N N o " .
du aﬁ‘(’ivIggggr?;?rlﬂgﬁige:gis“tll:r?cs:irﬁslrgg g:;nszgniﬁ”t?]: and three crew abducted (Released on March 20) stlp_u_lqtlon of_ the _SDF 'S |nt_err_1at|0nal peace cooperation
House of Councillors plenary session Mar.16 | Shimane Prefecture establishes “Takeshima Day” activities as its primary mission)
Aug.27 | First Round of the Six-Party Talks held (Beijing, through Mar.25 | Cabinet decision adopted on Basic Guidelines for the Jan.09 | Kyuma becomes Minister of Defense
August 29) Protection of Civilians Jan.12 | China conducts an anti-satellite test
Sep.12 | First PSI exercise held in the Coral Sea northeast of Apr.25 | Disaster relief teams dispatched after the railroad Feb.13 | North Korea agrees to disable all of its nuclear facilities

Australia (through September 14)

accident on JR West's Fukuchiyama Line

during the 5th Six-Party Talks
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Year Date Major Events Year Date Major Events Year Date Major Events
2007 Mar.05 | First Aviation Training Relocation associated with 2008 Sep.25 | The nuclear-powered aircraft carrier USS “George 2010 Feb.05 | Decision made to dispatch SDF units to United Nations
realignment of the U.S. Forces in Japan (Tsuiki, Washington” arrives in the port of Yokosuka for the first Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) (February 6,
through March 8) time deployment commences) (January 25, 2013, operation
Mar.13 | Australian Prime Minister Howard visits Japan, and the Sep.25 | China launches a manned spacecraft “Shenzhou 7,” completed)
Japan-Australia Joint Declaration on Security and conducts successful extravehicular activity for the Feb.27 | U.S.announces “Quadrennial Defense Review” (QDR)
Cooperation signed first time and “Ballistic Missile Defense Review” (BMDR)
Mar.23 | Emergency response procedures for destruction 0Oct.03 | U.S. DoD informs Congress of sale of PAC-3s, Mar.07 | Russia publishes new Navy doctrine
measures against ballistic missiles are prepared AH-64Ds, attack helicopters, etc., to Taiwan Mar.11 | ASDF Hyakuri Air Base, joint civilian use of runway
Mar.28 EStab'_'Shme"t of the GS_DF Central Readiness Force 0ct.10 | U.S. removes North Korea from its list of state Mar.26 | ROK naval patrol ship “Cheonan” sank in the Yellow
Mar.30 | A Patriot PAC-3 system is deployed at the ASDF Iruma sponsors of terrorism Sea by a torpedo attack from a North Korean
Air Base for the first time 0Oct.19 | Four Chinese naval warships including a destroyer sail submarine
Mar.30 S[_)F personnel dispatched for the United Nations through Tsugaru Strait for the first time Mar.26 | Partial enforcement of the Law for Partial Amendment of
Mission in Nepal (UNMIN) as military observers 0Oct.22 | Japan-India Summit Meeting: Japan-India Joint the Ministry of Defense Establishment Law (new
(through January 18, 2011) Statement on the Advancement of the Strategic and establishment of the 15th Bridge and reorganization of
Apr.16 | First Japan-U.S.-India trilateral exercise (MSDF, U.S. Global Partnership, and Joint Declaration on Security the Youth Technical School)
Navy and Indian Navy) Cooperation signed Apr.01 | Partial enforcement of the Law for Partial Amendment of
Apr.16 | Kanazawa Branch of Nagoya District Court renders 0Oct.24 | SDF personnel dispatched to United Nations Mission in the Mir]istry of Defense Establishment Law
judgment on the 3rd and 4th trials for the suits Sudan (UNMIS) (through September 30, 2011) (establishment of the job status of GSDF students)
pertaining to noisg generated py the Korpatsu Air Base Nov.02 | Four Chinese vessels pass between the main island of Apr.06 | U.S. announces “Nuclear Posture Review” (NPR)
May01 | Japan-U.S. Security Consultative Committee (“2+2,” Okinawa and Miyako Island and advance to the Pacific Apr.12 | 1st Nuclear Security Summit (Washington, D.C.,
D.C. the joint Ocean for the first time through April 13)
“Alliance Transformation: Advancing United i i i
States-Japan Security and DefensegCoo eration” Dec.02 | U.N. Security Council adopts Resolution 1846 on May 01 | Disaster relief teams dispatched in response to foot
" o " countering piracy off the coast of Somalia and mouth disease in Miyazaki Prefecture (through
May 18 ?Sﬂiym"tm”m positioned at the Yokota RAPCON Dec.20 | Security Council of Japan and Cabinet decisions July 27)
acili adopted on Review of the Mid-Term Defense Program L "
May29 | Supreme Court renders judgement in 5th, 6th and 7t (FY2005-FY2009) May19 | Signing of Japan-Australia ACSA N
Yokota Air Base noise suits Dec.23 | ASDF Airlift Wing that was deployed under the Law May23 ;"I‘ft MO[;@%%‘:?‘?’%E“#‘"{? to “;ﬁ Pac":'CJ 15
Jun.01 | Partial amendment (abolition of the Defense Facilities Concerning Special Measures on Humanitarian and armership Hor e first ime ( rough July )
Administration Agency and its consolidation into the Reconstruction Assistance in Iraq returns to Japan May 26 Eﬂﬂcsvﬂetm fll_f_ the /;CI;OH tlhe Preﬁer;';"m of the
Ministry of Defense, establishment of the Inspector Dec.26 | Chinese naval fleet of three destroyers sets off to aw-Water Line and Jevelopment ot Basic
General's Office of Legal Compliance and the Local Somalia for escort mission v |ﬂfga;‘m0ﬂ{_f9 D{J?ﬁm?'te Is?&dsgmsh? M;émtalmn_g
Defense Bureau, joint units of GSDF, MSDF and ASDF, - - - and Promoting Utilization of the Exclusive Economic
etc.) of the Ministry of Defense Establishment Law and 2009 jan. ?8 ?ASDF deplfogs fF 158 dto %klnaw%Hy_ak:nﬁu galse? Zone and Continental Shelf
the Self-Defense Forces Law enacted an. 15 tol?r:itrge?/eloe :]';?ﬁ aﬁgl Uesse %’; s 22':,, olicy Relating May27 | U.S. announces “National Security Strategy” (NSS)
Jul.04 | Koike becomes Minister of Defense . P " P : . May28 | Joint Statement of Japan-U.S. Security Consultative
P - Feb.10 | Order issued relating to the conclusion of withdrawal Committee (2+2”)
Jul.20 | Enactment of the “Basic Act on Ocean Policy duties for the Iraq Reconstruction Support Group by the Jun.08 | Kan Cabi bi
Aug.10 | Signing and entry into force of the Japan-U.S. General redeployment group un. an Gai Iﬂ&_!t estal IS_hed !
Security of Military Information Agreement Feb.17 | Signing of the “Agreement on the Relocation of USMC Jun.09 | U.N. Security Council adopts Resolution 1929
Aug.27 | Inauguration of reshuffled Abe Cabinet; Koumura in Okinawa to Guam” regarding additional sanction on Iran
becomes Minister of Defense Feb.27 | Naha branch of Fukuoka High Court renders judgement Jun.25 | Signing and entry into force of the Japan-Nato
Aug.29 | Enactment of the USFJ Realignment Special Measures in 4th Kadena Air Base noise suit Information Security Agreement !
Law Mar.13 | Cabinet decision adopted on Anti-Piracy Measures Law Jun.28 | Release of the U.S. “National Space Policy” (NSP)
Sep.01 | Local Cooperation Bureau, Equipment_ and Facilities Mar.13 | SDF mobilization order issued for maritime security Jul.01 | Partial enfprcemem of the Law fqr Partial Amendment
Headquarters, Inspector General’s Office of Legal operations as part of anti-piracy measures off the of the Ministry of Defense Establishment Law
Compliance, and Local Defense Bureau created Coast of Somalia and in the Guif of Aden (establishment of the job status of SDF recruits)
Sep.26 | Fukuda Cabinet established; Ishiba becomes Minister Mar.14 | Two MSDF ships are dispatched to protect vessels with Jul.13 | Cabinet decision aqopted on “Act on the Preseryalion
of Defense ties to Japan from the piracy off the coast of Somalia of the Law-Water Line and Developmeqt of‘B_asm
0ct.03 | The Six-Party Talks Joint Statement, the “Second- and in the Gulf of Aden Infrastructure of Remote Islands for Maintaining and
Phase Actions for the Implementation of the Joint Mar.27 | SDF action order for implementation of destruction Promoting Utilization of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Statement,” is announced " i il e i and Continental Shelf
8 o . measures against ballistic missiles is issued (through . .
0ct. 17 | First Japan-U.S.-Australia trilateral exercise (MSDF, April 6) Jul.29 | Naha branch of Fukuoka High Court renders judgement
U.S. Navy and the Royal Australian Air Force) Mar.30 | MSDF ships begin escort missions as part of in 1stand 2nd Futenma Air Station noise suits
Nov.01 | Anti-Terrorism Special Measures Law expires Order anti-piracy measures Aug.31 | Air transport activities by helicopter in aid of flood
issued on termination of response measures based on Apr.03 | Foreign Minister Nakasone signs Status of Forces dls_aster in P_aklstan (thro_ugh Ogtober 10)
Anti-Terrorism Special Measures Law ith Diibouti Sep.07 | Chinese fishing boat collides with Japan Coast Guard
v 4 Agreement with Djibouti trol i " the Senkaku Islands
Nov. 16 | Council for MOD Reform established Apr.05 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile which flies patrof Vesse! In walers near ine seniaku isiands
Nov.28 | Chinese naval vessel visits Japan for the first time through Japanese airspace Sep.10 Cabklnet d_f_tClSlOﬂ aliﬂpzed on dlsl?i?cf:_;)f SDE offlcers)
(through December 1) Apr.10 | Supreme Court renders judgement in 4th and 8th as Key military contact personne’ (military ODSErvers)
Dec. 18 | Aegis vessel MSDF Kongo conducts a successful test Yokota Air Base noise suits ‘Olzfll\ﬁl United NtaYrIIOHS Intggre:ted MISZSI70I1 in Timor-Leste
on counter-missile by ballistic missile May04 | 1st ARF Di ief Traini ilinpi (UNMIT) (dispatched on September 27)
lay st isaster Relief Training (Philippines) Sep.17 | | tion of reshuffled Kan Cabinet
Dec.19 | Front ters of 1st Corps ters of U.S. May15 | Order issued for P-3C to be dispatched to Djibouti for ep. nauguration of reshutller! tAn Lebinet
forces formed at USFJ Camp Zama in line with the counter-piracy activities off the coast of Somalia and in Oct.01 | Partial enforcement of the Law for Partial Amendment
USFJ realignment the Gulf of Aden of the Ministry of Defense Establishment Law (abolition
Dec.24 | “Improvement of next fixedwing aircraft” and May19 | “Agreement on the Relocation of USMC in Okinawa to of the lowest enlisted ranks) -
“Important issues among contents of Defense d Gugm" comes into force Nov.01 | Russian President Medvedev visits the Kunashiri Island
Cap_ablllty B_u!ldup in FY2008 . May25 | North Korea conducts the 2nd underground nuclear Nov.23 | North Korea shells the ROK’s Yeonpyeong island
Dec. 24 | Cabinet decisions adopted on “Changes of emergency test Dec.07 | Establishment of a governmental committee to review
response measures on destruction measures by ballistic Jun.02 | Basic Plan for Space Policy formulated information security, as a result of the leakage of the
missiles” ' e video showing the fishing boat collision off th
Jul.04 | North Korea launches a total of seven ballistic missiles 9 9 ©
2008 | Jan.16 | Enactment of the Replenishment Support Special . into the Sea of Japan Senkaku Islands
Measures Law (units depart for Indian Ocean on Jul14 | Ratification of G P " Cluster Muniti Dec.17 | Security Council of Japan and Cabinet decisions
January 24, 25) ul. atfication of Lonvention on Gluster Munitions adopted on National Defense Program Guidelines for
Jan.25 | New Special Measures Agreement concerning the Cost Jul.17 of Law Concerning the Prohibition of FY2011 and Beyond and the Mid-term Defense
Sharing on the Stationing of U.S. forces in Japan Manufacture of Cluster Munitions and Regulation of Program (FY2011 to FY2015)
signed their Possession . 2011 | Jan.11 | China conducts test flight of fighter aircraft touted as
Feb.19 | Collision between Aegis vessel MSDF and fishing boat Jul.24 A":_I-P_"acv Meas;]_res Law enacted, Order issued for the next-generation stealth aircraft
- ) ) anti-piracy operations
Feb.20 | U.S. Navy Aegis ship succeeds in shooting down P pracy o"f ? o can Jan.14 | Inauguration of reshuffled Kan Cabinet (second term)
%ﬂﬁgmg satellte outside the earth's atmosphere ’ multinational forces from Iraq Jan.21 | Signing of the new Special Measures Agreement in
’ ’ i i connection with cost-sharing arrangements on the
Feb.21 | Based on the Replenishment Support Special Aug.01 | Partial enforcement of the Law for Partial Amendment - p :

Law, l\ﬁSDF replen oo sh?ps resume of the Ministry of Defense Establishment Law (inc. 2‘:;':’;‘)‘”9 of U.S. Forces in Japan (comes into effect on
refueling U.S. ships in the Indian Ocean (through establishment of the Defense Council and the Special . ) )
Januarygw 201 8) (throug Advisors to the Minister of Defense, and abolition of Jan.27 gupreme Cour}t renders judgement in 4th Kadena Air

: L “Rac the Defense Councilors System) ase NoIse Sul
War. 18 ggﬁé;gt decision adopted on “Basic Plan on Ocean Sep.16 | Cabinet Kitazawa Feb.04 | The United States releases “National Security Space
" Minister of Defense Strategy” (NSSS)
Mar.26 | Enforcement of the Law for Partial Amendment of the .
Ministry of Defense Establishment Law (inc. 0Oct.05 | SDF units dispatched to aid international disaster relief Feb.05 | New START comes into effect
reorganization of the SDF Command and activities after the Padang earthquake in Indonesia Feb.23 | Japan Disaster Relief Team dispatched in response to
Communication Unit) (though October 17) the earthquake in New Zealand (through March 3)
Apr.24 | Announcement by U.S. Government that North Korea 0Oct.27 | Destroyer collides with ROK cargo ship in the Kammon Mar.11 | Four pirates that had shot at Japanese vessels off the
assisted with the construction by Syria of nuclear Straits Oman Coast in the Arabian Sea were arrested under
facilities destroyed in an air attack Nov.10 | North and South Korean ships engage in fire in the the Anti-Piracy Law
Jun.24 | First visit of MSDF vessel to China (through June 28) Yellow Sea ! Mar.11 | Great East Japan Earthquake strikes
Jun.26 | Agreement reached between the Government of Japan Nov.23 | Deployment Surface Force for Counter Piracy Mar.11 | Disaster relief teams dispatched in response to the
and Government of China on the joint development of Enforcement (DSPE) receives the IMO Award for Great East Japan Earthquake (through August 31)
natural gas in the East China Sea Exceptional Bravery at Sea Mar.12 | Nuclear disaster relief teams dispatched in response to
g . .
Jun.26 | Okinawa branch of Naha District Court renders Dec.01 | Lishon treaty omes into effect the Great East Japan Earthquake (through December
judgement in 1st and 2nd Futenma Air Station noise Dec.03 | Tokyo High Court rejects appeal by MSDF Lieutenant 26)
suits Commander in Aegis information leakage case (appeal Mar.16 | Cabinet decisions adopted on first disaster call-up of
Jul.07 | G8 Hokkaido Toyako Summit (through July 9) to Supreme Court) SDF Reserve Personnel and Ready Reserve Personnel
Jul.15 | Report by the Council for Reforming the Ministry of Dec.05 | START I lapses ln.the wake. of the Great Eas_t J.apan Eanhquake
Defense released Dec.17 | Security Council of Japan and Cabinet decisions Mar.16 | Disaster relief call-up order is issued to dispatch GSDF
Jul.17 | Tokyo High Court renders judgement in 4th and 8th adopted on the build-up of defense capability for Ready Reserve Personnel and Reserve Personnel
Yokota Air Base noise suits FY2010 (through August 31)
. . . i i issil Mar.19 | The coalition force led by the U.S., UK., and France
Aug.02 | Inauguration of reshuffled Fukuda Cabinet; Hayashi 2010 | Jan.11 | China announces that it has performed missile 0 ! UK., 2
9 becogmes Minister of Defense Yy interception test commence military operations against Libya
) : N i i i i Apr.11 | Reconstruction Design Council in Response to the
Aug.08 | Russian Armed Forces intervene in military clashes Jan.17 | Japan Disaster Relief Team dispatched in response to A
o between Georgian and South Ossetian fo:ges the earthquake in Haiti (February 14, operation Great East Japan Earthquake established
" N N Apr.15 | Disaster relief call-up order is issued to dispatch MSDF
Aug.10 | Armed groups attack public security facilities in completed)
9 Xinjiangg Uygphur Auton%mous Regiown China Jan.19 | “2+2” joint statement on the 50th anniversary of and ASDF reserve personnel (through August 31)
Aug.29 | TRDI receives of next-c SR Japan-U.S. Security Treaty Apr.27 | Partial revision to thg Environmenta! Imprpvement Law
""" | patrol aircraft XP-1 no. 1 ° Jan.29 | First test flight of Russian fifth-generation fighter PAK (extended target projects for subsidies to improve the
Sep.24 | Aso Cabinet established; Hamada becomes Minister of FA environment surrounding specified defense faciltes)




Year Date Major Events Year Date Major Events Year Date Major Events
2011 May02 | U.S. President Obama announces the killing of Osama 2012 Dec.04 | Launch of capacity building program in East Timor 2013 Nov.23 | China announces establishment of the “East China Sea
bin Laden, leader of the international terrorist Dec.07 | SDF action order for implementation of destruction Air Defense Identification Zone”
organization Al-Qaeda measures against ballistic missiles is issued (terminated Nov.24 | Iran and EU3 (U.K., France, Germany) +3 (U.S., China,
Jun.01 | SDF activity base in Djibouti initiates operation December 12) Russia) reach first phase agreement for the
Jun.21 | Japan-U.S. Security Consultative Committee (“2+2” in Dec.12 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile disguised as a comprehensive settlement of the nuclear issue
Washington, D.C.) joint statement; release of “Toward “Satellite” Dec.04 | National Security Council established
a Deeper and Broader Japan-U.S. Alliance: Building on Dec.13 | A Chinese aircraft violates Japanese airspace for the Dec.08 | The ROK announces establishment of new Air Defense
50 years of Partnership” first time (airspace surrounding the Senkaku Islands) Identification Zone
Jun.22 | U.S. President Obama announces guidelines to Dec.26 | Inauguration of second Abe Cabinet; Onodera becomes Dec.13 | Act on the Protection of Specially Designated Secrets
withdraw U.S. troops from Afghanistan Minister of Defense promulgated
Jun.24 | Exercise of the Basic Act on Reconstruction 2013 | Jan.16 | Abduction of Japanese nationals in Algeria Dec.14 | Chinese lunar probe successfully achieves soft lunar
Jun.28 | First meeting of the headquarters for reconstruction Jan.19 | A Chinese naval vessel may direct fire-control radar at landing
measures a helicopter based on a JMSDF destroyer Dec.17 | National Security Council and Cabinet decisions
Jul.08 | U.N. Security Council adopts Resolution 1996 to Jan.20 | SDF dispatch to the United Nations Disengagement adopted on “National Security Strategy,” “National
establish UNMISS Observer Force (UNDOF) ended (ceremony to return Defense Program Guidelines for FY2014 and beyond,”
Jul.09 | Independence of the Republic of South Sudan unit flag) and “Medium Term Defense Program (FY2014-
Aug.10 | Conducts its first navigation Chinese aircraft carrier Jan.20 | As a measure for the Transportation of Japanese FY2018)° ! )
Varyag Nationals Overseas (TJNO) prescribed in the Dec.23 Three Chlne§e vessels sail spgthwest of the main
Aug.24 | The Chinese fisheries patrol ships enter Japan’s Self-Defense Forces Act, SDF transports Japanese island of Okinawa to the Pacific Ocean
territorial waters near the Senkaku Islands jICtImS oftthe ﬁlgenan tjjostage czrfls from Algeria to Dec.23 $econd Rutszle_lntB%rey_;_clanls StSBN commissioned
Sep.02 | Noda Cabinet established; Ichikawa becomes Minister apan (feturn home on January 24) (incorporated into Pacific Fleel) -
of Defense Jan.25 | Security Count_:ll of Japan and Cablnet_demsmns Dec.27 Guvernu_r of Okinawa Prefecture approves application
Sep.09 | 24 Russian vessels sail through Soya Strait Jan.25 ?gggits?,;: l;:”g;g: Lgﬁ;;n?: g:g;l:(l;t%yf% :(201 8 I;or public Wa'ﬁ;éﬁimtfcm:;gpugi?r? ;;ljj;i?ma
Sep.19 | Detection of cyber attacks against defense industry " | Strategic Headquarters for Space Development 2014 | Jan.01 | Entry into force of the Japan-U.K. Information Security
Sep.27 qqpan»Phlllpplnes Summit (Tokyo), Japan-Philippines Jan.30 | A Chinese vessel directs fire-control radar at a JMSDF Agreement
JD",n statement made . R destroyer in the East China Sea Jan.07 | National Security Secretariat launched
Sep.29 Chlr?ese spaf:g laboratory “Tiangong 1_ launched Jan.31 | Three Chinese vessels sail northeast of Miyako Island Jan.15 | Collision accident between transport vessel and fishing
Sep.30 | Cabinet decisions adopted on “Promotion of the to the Pacific Ocean vessel in the Hiroshima Bay
operational Quasi-Zenith Satellite System project” and Jan.31 | Japan-Australia ACSA enters into force Jan.22 | Committee for Promoting the Mitigation of the Impact
“Promoting development and utizaton of aerospace” Jan.31 | Partial enforcement (regarding Japan-Australia ACSA) of Bases on Okinawa established
Oct.10 | ATR to Guam as part of the U.S. Forces realignment of partially amended laws, including the Self-Defense Feb.14 | Council for Promoting the Mitigation of the Impact of
(through October 28) ) ) Forces Act, etc. MCAS Futenma on Okinawa established
Oct. 11 | Supreme Court renders judgement in Tst Futenma Air Feb.01 | Partial enforcement (regarding pilot allowance) of Mar.01 | Three Chinese vessels pass between the main island
Station noise suit partially amended laws, including the Self-Defense of Okinawa and Miyako Island and advance to the
0Oct.24 | Signing and entry into force of the Japan-France Forces Act, etc. Pacific Ocean
Information Security Agreement Feb.07 | Russian fighters intrude into Japan’s territorial airspace Mar.03 | North Korea launches two ballistic missiles
Oct.31 | NATO ends operations in Libya Feb.12 | North Korea’s underground nuclear test Mar.11 | Japan Disaster Relief Team dispatched in response to
Nov.15 | Cabinet decision adopted on dispatch of SDF personnel Feb.20 | Naha District Court renders judgment on Henoko the missing Malaysian Airplane (through April 28)
as headquarters staff for the United Nations Mission in ! N - i .
. " environmental assessment case Mar.18 | Russian “annexation” of the Autonomous Republic of
the Republic of South Sudan (UNMISS) (departing Feb.23 | Meeting between U.S. President Obama and Prime Crimea
Nov.22 ;?xp?;?\iz:s’io::g:g:gs between the main island of ) Minister Abe - Mar.19 | A submarine seen navigating underwater in Japan's
. N N L i i contiguous zone (waters east of Miyako Island
Okinawa and Miyako Island and advance to the Pacific Mar.01 | Statement by the Chief Cabinet Secretary on niiguous ( Vi )
Ocean participation of Japan’s industries in the production of Mar.24 | Prime Minister Abe attends 3rd Nuclear Security
Dec.18 | Completion of U.S. troop withdrawal from Iraq the F-35A Summit (Hague, through March 25)
: h - N . Mar.15 | SDF dispatch for the MINUSTAH mission ended Mar.26 | North Korea launches two ballistic missiles
o0 l[)); 2;15&;0&“2? r%;?g.ﬁg circlayuucs?tl:gr? ”ofa tnﬁjesecondw (ceremony to return unit flag) Apr.01 | Partial enforcement (establishment of Faculty of
P : » Mar.22 | Entry into force of Japan-Australia Information Security Nursing at National Defense Medical College) of
next-generation fighter aircraft . . N
Agreement rtially amended | ncluding the Self-Defen:
Dec. 20 | Cabinet Decision on dispatching engineer units, etc. for Mar26 | Partia onorcement regaring it of Al Rescus partall amandeg laws, including the Seif-Nefense
United Nations Mission in the Republic of South Sudan | Wing's affiiation) of partially amended laws, including Apr.01 | Cabinet decision adopted on “Three Principles on
(deployed from January 11, 2012} (Operation the Self- Defense Forces Act, etc ' ’ Transfer of Defense Equipment and Technology”
completed on May 31, 2017) Mar.30 | Four Chi I sail Southwest of the main istand Apr.28 | U.S. and Philippines sign Enhanced Def
Guidelines for Overseas Transfer of Defense Equipment Apr.02 | North Korea announces that it will readjust and restart May02 | Two Chinese vessels pa.ss between the main island of
etc. - ; h . o
Dec.28 | Environmental impact statement for the Futenma g::j%asgglgjrﬂggggﬁ%ﬁzgﬁﬁ;;&ﬁ;;ﬁ&?ﬂgg"ed gléganwa and Miyako Island and advance to the Pacific
Replacement Facility construction project is submitted Six-Party Talks 9 May07 | Collisi 4 confrontation between Chi g
lo Okinawa Pref_ecture (through January 6’.201 2) Apr.26 | Cabinet decision adopted on “Basic Plan on Ocean N Vioetlrilx?:ezg vg(s]gers)r:)gcll?rn (therouZinmidl-rﬁJsls)an
2012 | Jan.11 | 1stAdvance unit for UNMISS starts departing Japan : Policy” May14 | “Protocol to amend the agreement concerning the
Jan.13 | Inauguration of reshuffled Noda Cabinet; Tanaka . . . : v y
becomes Minister of Defense May 07 | Two Chinese ves_s_els sail northeast of the Yonaguni relocaytvlon of th_e U.S. Marine Corps from Okinawa to
" . Island to the Pacific Ocean Guam” comes into force
Feb.10 | Establishment of the Re_m?s"_‘_’_c"‘f" Agenoy May27 | Three Chinese vessels pass between the main island May15 | The Advisory Panel on Reconstruction of the Legal
Mar.16 | Chinese government ship “Haijian” enters Japan’s of Okinawa and Miyako Island and advance to the Basis for Security submits its report
territorial waters near the Senkaku Islands , Pacific Ocean May21 | Yokohama District Court renders judgement in 6th, 7th,
Mar.26 | Transfer of ASDF Air Defense Command to Yokota Air Jul.04 | Signing of the Japan-U.K. Agreement Concerning the and administrative 1st and 2nd Atsugi Air Base noise
Bgse - ) Transfer of Arms and Military Technologies and the suits
Mar.27 | Prime Mlmster Noda attends the Nuclear Security Japan-U.K. Information Security Agreement May24 | Chinese fighter jets fly abnormally close to SDF aircraft
Summit . ) ) Jul.05 | China-Russia first joint naval exercise “Naval Jun.07 | Three Chinese vessels pass between the main island
Mar.30 | SDF action order for implementation of destruction Interaction 2013” (through July 11) of Okinawa and Miyako Island and advance to the
geizrﬁilrj]?tseg%ar;?ilsggilhsnc missiles is issued Jul.13 | Chinese naval fleets sail through Soya Strait to the Sea Pacific Ocean
of Okhotsk Jun.11 | Japan-Australia “2+2" (Tokyo)
Apr.13 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile disguised as a Jul.22 | China Coast Guard sign put up Jun A1 Chli)nese fighter jets+fly a(tzno{n:ally close to SDF aircraft
“Satellite” . o g
|.24 h I ift tween th i i
Apr.13 | Kim Jong-un becomes the First Chairman of the - ﬁ‘éfnefjaﬁg,"gi',';g‘f,:gﬁ;am,‘;zfjffsf;‘fm M Jun.19. | Sratogy on Defense Producton and Technologica
National Defense Commission advances to the Pacific Ocean for the first time ) "
. ; i > N N g Jun.21 | Partial enforcement of the Law for Partial Amendment
Apr.17 | Ten-month extension of SDF dispatch to support the Aug.21 | Three Chinese vessels sail through Osumi Strait to the fthe Ministry of Defense Establishment L.
United Nations Integrated Mission in Timor-Leste Pacific Ocean ?resp?)nslgltsoreyaﬂly ritﬁ'?rﬁenst :ys';n"r;e” aw
(UNMIT) (through February 28, 2013) : . . .
. i i ittee “042" Aug.22 | Russian bombers intrude into Japan's airspace Jun.29 | North Korea launches two ballistic missiles
Apr.27 | Japan-U.S. Security Consultative Committee “2+2 Aug.27 | Two Chi I between th in island of
joint statement ug. Ovmawglzzz‘ﬁiss:kso ’I);;?] d Zn de:gva:cgngnlqli ?’gci?ic Jun.29 | ISIL declares establishment of “Islamic State” and
Apr.29 | Three Chinese vessels sail through Osumi Strait to the Ocean ¥ caliphate
Pacific Ocean A Jul.01 | Cabinet decision adopted on “Development of Seamless
— . . N Aug.30 | “Direction of the MOD Reform” released , ialati b i
May 17 | Signing of the Japan-Australia Information Security M ) " Security Legislation to Ensure Japan's Survival and
Agreement Sep.08 8rll|_nese bon;b’ars flLy tljelthen the main island of Protect its Peo.ple .
Jun.04 | Inauguration of reshuffled Noda Cabinet (second term); sen.09 | U inawa Z" ) 'yg 0 Istan 3 of unidentifed Jul.08 | Japan-Australia Agreement concerning the Transfer of
Morimoto becomes Minister of Defense €p- n;‘“m;]';'l‘gy ﬁ!ﬁ’&;ﬂ'ﬁﬁ'ﬁ?ﬁ. %h"mi"s'ei" e Defense Equipment and Technology is signed
Jul.01 | 26 Russian vessels sail through Soya Strait (through 5ep.10 | 15t meefin of MOD/SDF Special Action Committ Jul.09 | North Korea launches two ballistic missiles
July 2) o e T 9020 01 ok A “n:‘;?c palbe Jul.13 | North Korea launches two ballistic missiles
Jul.03 | First PSI Air Interdiction Exercise hosted by Japan Sen.27 | UN Sezurity Coun}::il adopts ResoI{nion 2118 on Jul.25 | Enforcement of the Law for Partial Amendment of the
(Hokkaido, through July 5) P ellirriination of Syrian cher?]ical weapons Ministry of Defense Establishment Law (establishment
Jul.11 | Three vessels of Chinese Fishery Law Enforcement 0ct.03 | J US.S vl Consultati Cp ittee (242" of Vice-Minister of Defense for International Affairs)
Command (FLEC) enter Japanese waters near the ct. Tgﬁ%‘)' -S. Security Consultative Committee ("2+2”, Jul.26 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile
Senkaku Islands I “ Aug.01 | Enforcement of the Law for Partial Amendment of the
Jul.12 | One FLEC vessel enters Japanese waters near the 0ct.03 gggnré'ggﬂcr’]fgﬂgﬁe f;f;ggg:);";?heenﬂ tshelv?agrriﬁeergz?;s Ministry of Defense Establishment Law (quota for SDF
Senkaku Islands from Okinawa to Guam” - personnel posts of Internal Bureau, establishment of
Jul.12 | Enforcement o_f the Law for P_anial Ar_nendment of the 0ct.16 | Disaster relief teams dispatched after Typhoon No. 26 Air Tactics Development & Training Wing, etc.)
Law for Establishment of Cabinet Office . (through November 8) P w : Aug.8- | U.S. Central Command begins airstrikes on ISIL in
Aug.10 | South Korean President Lee Myung-bak visits N . L Northern Iraq
Takeshima Oct.23 | Five Chinese vessels pass between the main island of Aug.12 | Russian Armed Forces conduct exercises in the
Sep.07 | “Toward Slal_)le and Effective Use of Cyberspace by the ggng]wa and Miyako Istand and advance to the Pacific Northern Territories and Chishima Islands
MOD/JSDF" s released 0ct.30 | Three Chinese vessels sail southwest of the main Aug.19 | Chinese fighter jets fly abnormally close to U.S. Forces’
Sep.11 | Government’s purchase of the three Senkaku Islands island of Okinawa to the Pacific Ocean patrol aircraft
Sep.23 | SDF dispatch to the United Nations Integrated Mission Nov.12 | Japan Disaster Relief Team dispatched in response to Aug.20 pisa_ster _relief ?eam_s dispatched for lifesaving activities
in Tlnjor»Legte (UNMIT) endeq o typhoon disaster in the Philippines (through December in Hiroshima City, Hiroshima Prefecture (through
Sep.25 | The first Chinese aircraft carrier “Liaoning” 18) September 11) o !
commissioned _ _ Nov.15 | Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons Aug.28 | MOD formulates *Basic Policy Relating to the
0Oct.01 | Inauguration of reshuffled Noda Cabinet (third term) (OPCW) decides on detailed terms of the destruction of Development and Use of Space (revised)
0Oct. 16 | Seven Chinese warships pass through the waters Syrian chemical weapons, etc. Sep.01 | Japan-India summit meeting (Tokyo); “Tokyo
between the Yonaguni Island and the Nakanokami Nov.22 | Revisions of the Self-Defense Forces Act (e.g., gle%alre:)tlon for #.ap"an»lndm Special Strategic and
Island for the first time expanded category of people who may be transported oba anners_ ”.J
Nov.26 | F and partial (regarding by the JSDF, in the event of disasters, insurgencies, Sep.03 | Eto becomes Minister of Defense
Japan-U.S. ACSA) of partially amended laws, including and other i pr and Sep.03 | 2nd Reshuffled Abe Cabinet is established

the Self-Defense Forces Act, etc.

entered into force
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DEFENSE OF JAPAN 2019

Year Date Major Events Year Date Major Events Year Date Major Events
2014 Sep.10 | U.S. President Obama announces strategy to counter 2015 Jul.30 | Tokyo High Court renders judgment in 6th, 7th and 2016 Mar.04 | The government announces it would accept the court’s
administrative 1st and 2nd Atsugi Air Facility noise ion in the “Case regarding
Sep.22- | The United States and other coalition countries begin suits retraction order request for cancellation of the
airstrikes on ISIL in Syria Aug.17 | Seven Chinese vessels sail Tsushima Strait northward. reclamation permit based on provisions of Article
Sep.26 | Prime Minister Abe attends U.N. Summit Meeting on Subsequently, China-Russia naval combined exercise, 245-8, Paragraph 3 of the Local Autonomy Act
UN Peacekeeping Operations (New York) Joint Sea 2015 (I, is held (Sea of Japan) (August ( e o R ISU" ) a"t”F "
Sep.27 | Disaster relief teams dispatched after the eruption of 20-28). Following the exercise, five vessels sail Soya suspte n f andn V:,[Dr (Futenma Replacement Facilty
Mt. Ontake (through October 16) Strglt eastward (August 29), sail in thg hlgh seas in the construction project) o
Sep.29 | Afghanistan’ tis launched Bering Sea (statement by U.S. DoD official, September Mar.10 | North Korea launches two ballistic missiles
P- ghanistan's new government is launche 2), and enter into U.S. territorial waters near the Mar.18 | North Korea launches a ballistic missil
0ct.26 | Air Review the 60th anniversary of Aleutian Islands (statement by U.S. DoD official o orth Forea ‘aunchies  batistic misste
the MOD/SDF September 4) VU ’ Mar.22 | Terror bombing attacks occur in Brussels, Belgium
Nov. 16 | Candidate Onaga defeats incumbent Governor Aug.20 | Shelling incident occurs between North Korea and the Mar.28 | Two Chinese vessels sail through Osumi Strait to the
Nakaima in Okinawa gubernatorial election Pacific Ocean
Nov.21 | “Global Hawk” is decided as the model of unmanned Aug.22 | Russian Prime Minister Medvedev visits Etorofu Island Mar.28 | Establishment of Camp Von?gunl S
aerial vehicle . " Y Mar.29 | Enforcement of Legislation for Peace and Security (“Act
Nov.24 | ROK Armed Forces conduct military drillin waters near Aug.26 isn'gsno'ﬂtgh“sflfggﬁemem on the resolution of the conflict for the Development of the Legislation for Peace and
Takeshima Sep.15 | Presumed Russian aircraft intrudes into Japanese Security" and “International Peace Support Act”)
Nov.28 | Transport of supplies necessary for Japan Disaster . territorial airspace over the coast of the Nemuro Mar.31 | Nuclear Security Summit (Washington, D.C.) (through
Relief opera;iuns in reswpontszftu th(enoutbbrleak fl)fG ;he Peninsula pot0 A_‘Fﬁfll 1)Ch | oetwcen g
Ebola virus disease in West Africa (Republic of Ghana, oot . pr.07 ree Chinese vessels pass between the main islan:
through December 11) Sep.19 Iﬁeglslatlon for Peacg anq Security (*Bill for the i on of Okinawa and Miyako Island and advance to the
N N evelopment of Legislation for Peace and Security o
Dec.01 | SDF personnel dispatched to NATO for the first time and “International Peace Support Bill”) is passed in the Pacific Ocean »
Dec.04 | Five Chinese vessels sail through Osumi Strait to the House of Councillors plenary session Apr.08 | Three Chinese vessels pass between the main island
Pacific Ocean Sep.28 | Signing of the Agreement on Cooperation in the Field of 0_k_|nawa and Miyako Island and advance to the
Dec.04- | Chinese People’s Liberation Army begins exercise in of Environmental Stewardship Relating to the U.S. Pacific Ocean _
Western Pacific. Subsequently, some vessels transit Armed Forces in Japan, Supplementary to the Status Apr.14 | Disaster relief teams dispatched after the 2016
Soya Strait (December 24) and Tsushima Strait of U.S. Forces Agreement (SOFA) Kumamoto Earthquake (through May 30)
(December 27) and circle Japan 0ct.01 | Enforcement of the Law for Partial Amendment of the Apr.15 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile
Dec.10 | Act on the Protection of Specially Designated Secrets Ministry of Defense Establishment Law (unification of Apr.17 | Disaster relief call-up order for to Ready Reserve
enters into force actual unit operations into Joint Staff, establishment of Personnel is issued (through May 9)
Dec.19 | Joint Statement of the Japan-U.S. Security Acquisition, Technology and Logistics Agency, etc.) Apr.20 | China’s early warning aircraft flies between the main
Consultative Committee (2+2) Oct.01 | Technical Research and Development Institute and island of Okinawa and Miyako Island through to the
Dec.24 | Inauguration of the third Abe Cabinet, Nakatani Equipment Procurement and Construction Office are Pacific Ocean
becomes Minister of Defense abolished; Acquisition, Technology and Logistics Apr.23 | North Korea launches an SLBM
Dec.24 | Arms Trade Treaty comes into effect Agency is established Apr.28 | North Korea launches two ballistic missiles
Dec.26 | Deployment of U.S. Forces TPY-2 (“X-band radar”) to 0ct.03 | Shooting attack in Bangladesh (one Japanese national Apr.28 | Alleged murder case involving a civilian component
Kyogamisaki is completed is killed; ISIL Bangladesh claims responsibility for the member of the USFJ in Okinawa Prefecture
Dec.31 | Japan Disaster Relief Team dispatched in response to attack in a statement) ) Apr.29 | Transitional Government of National Unity of South
disappearance of AirAsia plane (through January 11) 0ct.07 | Inauguration of the third reshuffled Abe Cabinet Sudan is established
2015 | Jan.02 | ISIL releases video of Japanese hostages (videos of 0ct. 15 | Iwakuni Branch of Yamaguchi District Court renders May10 | AU.S. destroyer sails within 12 nautical miles of Fiery
the murder of the Japanese nationals subsequently judgment in 1st, 2nd and 3rd Iwakuni Air Base noise Cross Reef, Spratly Islands in the South China Sea as
released on January 24 and February 1) suits o part of the “Freedom of Navigation Operation”
Jan.09 | “Basic Plan on Space Policy” is decided by the 0ct.26 | U.S. naval destroyer USS Lassen sails within 12 May17 | A Chinese PLA fighter jet flies abnormally close to a
Strategic Headquarters for Space Development nautical miles of Subi Reef, Spratly Islands in the South U.S. Navy reconnaissance aircraft over the South China
Jan.21 | First Japan-U.K. Foreign and Defense Ministers’ China Sea and conducts Freedom of Navigation Sea
Meeting (London) Operation _ . ) May22 | U.S. President Obama visits Vietnam (through May 25),
Feb.06 | The United States releases “National Security Oct.27 | Cabinet verbal g regarding “R n of fully lifts arms embargo on Vietnam
Strategy” (NSS) reclamation approval based on the Act on Reclamation May31 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile
. . of Publicly-owned Water Surface pertaining to the X X . .
Feb.12 | Minsk agreement Il (German, French, Russian, and Futenma Replacement Facility construction project” Jun.07 | A Chinese PLA fighter jet conducts dangerous flight,
Ukrainian leaders agree on new ceasefire agreement) 0ct.28 | Written nofi ding start of consiruci ‘ approaching a U.S. Air Force reconnaissance aircraft at
Feb.13 | Two Chinese vessels pass between the main island of ct ritien notice regarcing start of construction work a high speed over the East China Sea
N N P related to Futenma Replacement Facility construction d
8k|nawa and Miyako Island and advance to the Pacific project is submitted to Okinawa Prefecture Jun.09 | A Chinese naval combatant vessel enters the
cean R contiguous zone near the Senkaku Islands for the first
Feb.14 | China’s intelligence gathering aircraft flies between the Nov. 11 Aaggg]essr:‘ézvry‘:gIc[)?ﬂggﬂlsy;%d:ﬁheﬁf {;\V;ES‘ time ¢
main island of Okinawa and Miyako Island through to genka?(u Islands (through November 12) Jun.15 | A Chinese naval intelligence gathering vessel sails in
the Paciiic Ocean (February 15) Nov.26 | Suitis instituted for “Case regarding retraction order Japan's territorial waters near Kuchinoerabu Istand
Mar.02 | North Korea launches two ballistic missiles V- reuquest for revocation of the !Ilandfillgpermit based on and Yakushima Island in Kagoshima Prefecture and
Mar.13 | Japan-France Agreement concerning the Transfer of provisions of Article 245-8, Paragraph 3 of the Local ﬂ]en sgxils within Japan’s contiguous zone north of
Defense Equipment and Technology is signed (Tokyo) Autonomy Act” (“administrative suit”) Kitadaito Islaqd. b thte _\aes:ﬁl
Apr.21 | National Defense Medical College instructor dispatched . il : duct; outside the
b | s A v b Sk s 1 15 e 2
outbreak of the Ebola virus disease in West Africa, etc. Miyako Island through to the Pacific Ocean (Air Force Jun. 16 | Five Chinese naval vessels sail between the main
(through May 29) spokesperson of China announces flight by PLA Air island of Okinawa and Miyako Istand and advance to
Apr.27 | Japan Disaster Relief Team dispatched in response to Force aircraft). At around the same time, four bombers the Pacific Ocean !
earthquake in Nepal (through May 22) and early warning aircraft conduct operations near the Jun.20 | Ten Russian vessels pass through the Soya Strait and
Apr.27 | The new “Guidelines for Japan-U.S. Defense main island of Okinawa and Miyako Island. move to the Okhotsk Sea.
Cooperation” is approved at the Japan-U.S. Security Dec.04 | Japan-U.S. Joint Press Release “Implementation of Jun.22 | North Korea launches two ballistic missiles
Consultative Committee meeting (“2+2,” New York) Bilateral Plans for Consolidating Facilities and Areas in Jul.2 | Bangladeshi militants take hostages (7 Japanese
Apr.30 | Promulgation and enforcement of the Special Okinawa” nationals are killed); ISIL claims responsibility on the
Measures Act on the Number of Years of the National Dec.07 | Three Chinese vessels sail through Osumi Strait to the Internet
Subsidization of Specific Defense Procurements Pacific Ocean Jul.8 | The U.S. and ROK decide on the deployment of THAAD
(so-called “Long-term Contract Act”) Dec.12 | Japan-India Agreement Concerning the Transfer of to U.S. Forces Korea
May09 | North Korea announces SLBM launch test was Defense Equipment and Technology is signed (New Jul.9 | North Korea launches a submarine-launched ballistic
conducted successfully Delhi) missile
May14 | Cabinet decision on “Bill for the Development of Dec.12 | Signing and entry into force of the Japan-India General Jul.11 | ASDF aircraft dispatched to Juba, the capital of South
Legislation for Peace and Security” and “International Security of Military Information Agreement Sudan, to transport Japanese nationals overseas due
Peace Support Bill" Dec.13 | Two Chinese vessels pass between the main island of to the situation deterioration in South Sudan (through
May14 | Cabinet decisions on “Responses to Foreign Naval Okinawa and Miyako Island and advance to the Pacific July 26)
Vessels Carrying Out Navigation through the Territorial Ocean Jul.12 | The arbitral tribunal renders a final award in which
Sea or the Intenal Waters of Japan that Does Not Fall Dec.26 | A China Coast Guard vessel carrying weapons that nearly all of the Philippines’ submissions are ruled in
Under Innocent Passage in International Law,” “The appear to be cannons intrudes into Japanese territorial favor of the Philippines with regard to arbitral
Government's Responses to lllegal Landing on a waters surrounding the Senkaku Islands for the first proceedings pursuant to the South China Sea
Remotg Island or its Surrounding Seas by an Armed time Jul.15 | Terror attack with a truck occurs in Nice, France
ggl)flf%efggg e ?grscpeo gz?:s‘g? Xi‘rsc?;fltnlf)rgt]gcetn;ﬁ?;i‘gr? en Dec.31 | Russia revises National Security Strategy Jul.18 | Chinese Air For_ce t_hat it will be
Ships Committing Said Acts Against Japanese Private 2016 | Jan.06 | North Korea conducts fourth nuclear test which it combat patrol in the South China Sea on a regular
Ships on the High Seas” called a “hydrogen bomb test” basis o
May21 | Two Chinese bombers fly between the main island of Jan.11 | Chinese Ministry of National Defense announces Jul. 19} North Korea launches three palhs}w mISS.I|ES
Okinawa and Miyako Island to the Pacific Ocean (Air organizational realignment of the Central Military Aug.3 | 2nd Reshuffled 3rd Abe Cabinet is established
Force spokesperson announces first flight by Chinese Commission (dismantlement of four general Aug.3 | Inada becomes Minister of Defense
Air Force aircraft in this airspace) departments, CMC’s introduction of multiple section Aug.3 | North Korea launches two ballistic missiles (one of
May 26 | China releases defense white paper, “China’s Military system) them fell into Japan’s EEZ)
Strategy” Jan.26 | Two Russian bombers conduct flight along the Aug.5 | 200 to 300 Chinese fishing vessels operate in the
May31 | Di MSDF as of perimeter of Japan waters near the Senkaku Islands. Chinese government
Combined Task Force (CTF 151) for counter-piracy Jan.30 | AU.S. naval destroyer sails within 12 nautical miles of vessels intrude into Japan’s territorial waters following
operations (through August 27) Triton Island, Paracel Islands in the South China Sea the fishing vessels for the first time (total of 15 vessels
Jun.11 | Naha District Court’s Okinawa Branch renders and conducts Freedom of Navigation Operation in 5 days / through August 9)
judgment in 4th, 6th, 7th and 8th Futenma Air Station Jan.31 | China’s intelligence gathering aircraft and early Aug.12 | Three Chinese naval vessels pass between the main
noise suits warning aircraft pass Tsushima Strait for the first time island of Okinawa and Miyako Island and advance to
Jun.12 | Two Chinese vessels pass between the main island of through to the Sea of Japan the Pacific Ocean
Okinawa and Miyako Island and advance to the Pacific Feb.01 | Chinese Ministry of National Defense dismantles seven Aug.18 | A Chinese early warning aircraft and two bombers fly
Ocean Military Regions and announces the establishment of over Tsushima and advance to the Sea of Japan
Jul.01 | U.S. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Dempsey five theaters of operations Aug.24 | North Korea launches a submarine-launched ballistic
releases National Military Strategy Feb.02 | Four Chinese vessels sail through Tsugaru Strait to the missile
Jul.03 | Disaster relief teams dispatched to support search of Pacific Ocean Aug.30 | Disaster relief teams dispatched after the heavy
missing persons in Mt. Ontake (through August 7) Feb.04 | A Chinese Navy AGI conducts round-trip northeast- rainfall due to Typhoon 10 in Iwate Prefecture (through
Jul.18 | Three Chinese vessels pass between the main island southwest passages near the contiguous zone southeast September 16)
of Okinawa and Miyako Island and advance to the of the Boso Peninsula (through February 8) Aug.31 | Disaster relief teams dispatched after the heavy
Pacific Ocean Feb.07 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile disguised as a rainfall due to Typhoon 10 in Hokkaido (through
Jul.29 | China’s intelligence gathering aircraft, early warning “Satellite” September 18)
aircraft, and two bombers fly between the main island Feb.16 | Locations of equipment deemed to be surface-to-air Sep.05 | North Korea launches three ballistic missiles (fell into
of Okinawa and Miyako Island through to the Pacific missile in Woody Island, Paracel Islands are confirmed Japan'’s EEZ)
Ocean (July 30) Sep.09 | North Korea conducts its fifth nuclear test




Year Date Major Events Year Date Major Events Year Date Major Events
2016 Sep.12 | First training relocation involves Tilt-Rotor/Rotary wing 2017 May24 | AU.S. naval destroyer sails within 12 nautical miles of 2017 Nov.23 | Four Chinese bombers and an intelligence gathering
aircraft outside of Okinawa Prefecture in the context of the Mischief Reef in the Spratly Islands in the South aircraft pass between the main island of Okinawa and
the realignment of the U.S. Forces (through October 5) China Sea and conducts the “Freedom of Navigation Miyako Island to reach the Pacific Ocean and
Sep.25 | Four Chinese bombers, two intelligence gathering Operation” (reported) thereafter pass between the main island of Okinawa
aircraft, and two fighter jets (probable) pass between May29 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile (fell into and Miyako Island again to fly toward the East China
the main island of Okinawa and Miyako Island and Japan's EEZ) Sea. An intelligence gathering aircraft passes between
advance to the Pacific Ocean (fighter jets [probable] May31 | Dispatch of SDF units to UNMISS s terminated the main istand of Okinawa and Miyako Island via
are observed for the first time passing) Jul.01 | Establishment of Southwestern Air Defense Force Sakishimalslands in the South Pacific and fies toward
Oct. 15 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile - ) o - the East China Sea
Y Jul.02 | A Chinese naval Dongdiao-class intelligence gathering Nov.28 | Chinese vessels pass between the main istand of
0Oct.20 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile ship sails within Japan's territorial waters near the Okinawa and Miyako Island and moves to the East
Oct.20 ;l:re_f Ch(;nedse navatl v;ehssgls pfe_isso through the Osumi southwest of Kojima Island, Matsumae Town, Hokkaido China Sea
rait and advance to the Facific Ucean Jul.02 | AU.S. naval destroyer conducts the “Freedom of i il f ’
Oct.21 | AU.S. destroyer sails around the Paracel Islands in the Navigation Operation” within 12 nautical miles of Triton Nov.29 lélggh Korea launches a ballistic missile (fands in Japan's
South phiga Sea as part of the “Freedom of Navigation Island, Paracel Islands in the South China Sea Dec.05 | Chinese vessels sail east bound from the Osumi Strait
Opleraytlon L A (reported) o . and advances to the Pacific Ocean
0ct.27 | China’s early warning aircraft and intelligence Jul.04 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile (lands in Dec.07 | A Chinese early warning aircraft and four bombers
gathering aircraft pass between the main island of Japan’s EEZ) . pass between )t,he main island of Okinawa and Miyako
Okinawa and Miyako Island and advance to the Pacific Jul.05 | Disaster relief teams dispatched in response to the Island to reach the Pacific Ocean and thereafter p):/iss
Ocean heavy rain in North Kyushu in July 2017 (through between the main island of Okinawa and Miyako Island
Oct.28 | Signing and entry into force of the Japan-U.S.- August 20) again
Australia Trilateral Information Sharing Arrangement Jul.05 | 16 Russian vessels pass through the Soya Strait and Dec.07 | A Chinese vessel passes between the main island of
Nov.01 | Cabinet Decision regarding changes to the procedures move to the Sea of Japan ' Okinawa and Miyako Island and moves to the East
{Of responding to lt)ifac}’ (reducing‘t_he nUthb;f of ShtiD? Jul.13 | Two Chinese bombers pass between the main island of China Sea
0 engage In counter-piracy operations off the coast o Okinawa and Miyako Island and advance to the Pacific : i
Somalia and in the Guif of Aden from two to one) Qcean. Four other bombers pass between the main Dec.09 Qf,g;ai?';;;: bbemgggstﬁgdmﬁg};:gf;;g”gi ggﬁg{:a and
Nov.15 | Cabinet Decision on changes in the “Implementation island of Okinawa and Miyako Island and fly toward Miyako Island to reach the Pacific Ocean and
Plans for the International Peace Cooperation the East China Sea thereafter pass between the main istand of Okinawa
Assignment for the United Nations Mission in the Jul.15 | Two China Coast Guard vessels sail in Japan’s and Miyako Island again to fly toward the East China
REDlEbt“C Ef SkOUth Sudan %N':;SS)" (mission of territorial waters in the southeast of Tsushima- Sea
“kaketsuke-keigo” was addet shimojima (Tsushima City, Nagasaki Prefecture) and ! ibarati
Nov.18 | The Russian Forces announces the deployment of north of Okinoshima (Munakata City, Fukuoka Dec.09 fTrt;?nlrt?]cg %ﬂ_’emmem declares fiberation of all areas
surface-to-ship missile on the islands of Etorofu and Prefecture) Dec.11 | Two Chinese bombers, two fighter jets (probable), an
Kunashiri Jul.17 | Two China Coast Guard vessels sail in Japan’s : intelligence gathering ‘aircraft and an electronic
Nov.23 | Signing and entry into force of Japan-ROK General territorial waters in the west-northwest of Henashisaki warfare aircraft pass between the main island of
Security of Military Information Agreement (Nishitsugaru County, Aomori Prefecture) and northeast Okinawa and Miyako Island to reach the Pacific Ocean
Nov.25 | Two bombers, two intelligence gathering aircraft, and of Tappizaki (Higashitsugaru County, Aomori Prefecture) and thereafter two fighter jets (probable) turn around
two fighter jets fly over the sky between the main Jul.20 | A Chinese electronic warfare aircraft, an intelligence and pass between the main island of Okinawa and
island of Okinawa and Miyako Island (four aircraft gathering aircraft and four bombers pass between the Miyako Island again to fly toward the continent. The
except the fighter jets fly from the south of Sakishima main island of Okinawa and Miyako Island and fly bombers, electronic warfare aircraft and intelligence
Islands) toward the East China Sea. Four bombers pass gathering aircraft fly toward the Bashi Channel via the
Dec.01 | Japan-France defense equipment and technology between the main island of Okinawa and Miyako Island south of Sakishima Islands on the Pacific Ocean side
agreement takes effect and advance from the East China Sea to the Pacific Dec.11 | President Putin visits Syria and announces withdrawal
Dec.10 | Two Chinese fighter jets, two bombers, and two Ocean of the main part of troops (The two bases in Syria will
intelligence gathering aircraft fly between the main Jul.24 | Chinese bombers pass between the main island of continue daily operation)
island of Okinawa and Miyako Island (four aircraft Okinawa and Miyako Island and fiies toward the East Dec.13 | Fall of a U.S. Forces helicopter window onto Futenma
except the fighter jets fly toward the Bashi Channel) China Sea Dai-ni Elementary School in Ginowan City, Okinawa
Dec.22 | The implementation Guidelines for Article 95-2 of the Jul.28 | Minister of Defense Kishida came into office Prefecture
SDF Law (decided by the National Security Council) Jul.28 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile (lands in Dec.17 | A Chinese intelligence gathering aircraft and two
Dec.22 | Transition to the joint production and deployment Japan’s EEZ) electronic warfare aircrafts pass between the main
phases of advanced interceptor missiles for BMD Aug.01 | China conducts a flag raising ceremony for the Support island of Okinawa and Miyako Island and fly to the East
(SM-3 Block I1A) (decided at the National Security Base in Djibouti China Sea
Council) Aug.03 | Minister of Defense Onodera came into office Dec.18 | A Chinese electronic warfare aircraft passes between
Dec.25 | Six Chinese naval vessels including an aircraft carrier Aug.09 | A Chinese electronic warfare aircraft passes between the main island of Okinawa and Miyako Island and flies
sail between the main island of Okinawa and Miyako the main island of Okinawa and Miyako Island and flies to the East China Sea
Island and advance into the Pacific Ocean (first time a toward the East China Sea Dec.18 | The United States releases the National Security
gglc?f?cseoﬁg;s)m carrier is observed sailing into the Aug.10 | AU.S. naval destroyer conducts the “Freedom of Strategy o
) ) . ) Navigation Operation” within 12 nautical miles of the Dec.18 | A Chinese Su-30 fighter jet’s advance to the Sea of
Dec.26 | Governor of Ok[nawa 0Onaga withdraws his cancellation Mischief Reef in the Spratly Islands in the South China Japan is confirmed for the first time
gf the reclamation approval (Futenma Replacement Sea (reported) Dec.19 | National Security Council and Cabinet approval on the
“am‘htyy construction project) - Aug.12 | A Chinese electronic warfare aircraft and two bombers “fundamental improvement in ballistic missile defense
Dec.27 | “China’s Space Activities in 2016 is released pass between the main istand of Okinawa and Miyako capability”
2017 Jan.09 | Six Chinese bombers, an early warning aircraft, and an Island and fly toward the East China Sea Dec.19 | The United States denounces North Korea for the cyber
intelligence gathering aircraft fly over the Tsushima Aug.13 | Two Chinese electronic warfare aircrafts pass between attack using malware “WannaCry” in May 2017
Strait and advance to the Sea of Japan the main island of Okinawa and Miyako Island and fly Dec.20 | A Chinese electronic warfare aircraft passes between
Jan.14 | Signing of Japan-Australia Acquisition and toward the East China Sea the main island of Okinawa and Miyako Island and flies
Cross- Servicing Agreement (ACSA) (Sydney) Aug.14 | A Chinese electronic warfare aircraft passes between to the East China Sea
Jan.24 | Two Russian bombers fly and circle around Japan the main island of Okinawa and Miyako Island and flies
Feb.08 | U.S. Navy P-3 patrol aircraft and Chinese military toward the East China Sea
aircraft fly abnormally close to each other (South China Aug.17 | Acar runs into pedestrians in Barcelona, Spain
Sea) o Aug.23 | Two Russian bombers fly and circle around Japan
Feb.12 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile Aug.24 | Six Chinese bombers, after passing between the main
Mar.02 | A Chinese early warning aircraft, six bombers island of Okinawa and Miyako Island, fly over the
(probable), and six fighter jets (probable) fly between Pacific Ocean in the south of Kyushu and Shikoku, turn
the main island of Okinawa and Miyako Island and around off the Kii Peninsula, and fly to the East China
advance to the Pacific Ocean (total of 13 aircraft, the Sea on a similar route (First time for a Chinese aircraft
largest fleet so far) to fly northeast bound after advancing to the Pacific
Mar.02 | Chinese vessels pass between the main island of Ocean)
Okinawa and Miyako Island and moves to the East Aug.26 | MSDF SH-60J helicopter falls into the sea west of
China Sea Tappizaki, Aomori Prefecture
Mar.05 | Chinese vessels sail west bound from the Osumi Strait Aug.26 | India announces agreement between India and China
Mar.06 | North Korea launches four ballistic missiles (three of on disagreement of border personnel at Doklam
them fell into Japan’s EEZ) following the confrontation of their forces
Mar.22 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile Aug.29 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile (flies over
Mar.23 | Chinese vessels pass between the main island of Japan)
Okinawa and Miyako Island and moves to the East Sep.03 | North Korea conducts sixth nuclear test which it called
China Sea a “hydrogen bomb test for ICBM”
Mar.27 | Transfer of MSDF TC-90 to the Philippines Sep.15 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile (flies over
Mar.27 | Completion of development of future transport aircraft Japan) ,
(XC-2) Oct.01 | Shooting in Las Vegas, United States
Apr.02 | Chinese vessels pass between the main island of
Okinawa and Miyako Island and advances to the Oct.10 | AU.S. naval destroyer conducts the “Freedom of
Pacific Ocean Navigation Operation” around the Paracel Islands in
Apr.05 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile the South China Sea (reported)
Apr.06 | U.S. launches strikes on Syria Oct.11 | AU.S. Forces helicopter conducts an emergency
Apr.16 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile landing and catches fire in Higashi-son, Kunigami-
Apr.18 | Chinese vessels sail west bound from the Osumi Strait gun, Okinawa Pre_f ecture . -
pr- N > Oct.17 | ASDF UH-60J helicopter crashed in the Pacific Ocean
Apr.20 | China launches its first unmanned cargo spacecraft south of Hamamatsu City, Shizuoka Prefecture
Tianzhou 1 . Nov.11 | Three U.S. carrier strike groups conduct joint exercises
Apr.24 | Chinese vessels pass between the main island of in the western Pacific (through November 14)
8:;?&’"8;’;""'“@ Island and advances to the Nov.18 | A Chinese intelligence gathering aircraft passes
. between the main island of Okinawa and Miyako Island
Apr.25 | Commencement of seawall construction (Futenma and flies toward the Bashi Channel
Replacement Facility construction project) Nov.19 | Four Chinese bombers, an intelligence gathering
Apr.26 | China’s first domestically built aircraft carrier is aircraft and an electronic warfare aircraft pass
launched between the main island of Okinawa and Miyako Island
Apr.29 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile from the East China Sea to reach the Pacific Ocean
May14 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile and thereafter pass between the main istand of
May18 | An object believed to be a small unmanned aerial Okinawa and Miyako Island again to fly toward the
vehicle (drone) flies over the front of the bridge of a East China Sea
Chinese government ship which is within Japan's Nov.20 | The United States re-designates North Korea as a
territorial waters near the Senkaku Islands State Sponsor of Terrorism
May21 | North Korea launches a ballistic missile
May 23 | Martial law is declared in Mindanao in the Philippines
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Year Defense Domestic International
2018 Jan.09 |Japan-U.S. Defense Ministerial Telephone Call Jan.12 | Japan-Estonia Summit (Tallinn) Jan.09 | North-South High Level Official’s Meeting
Jan.09 |FY2017 Japan-U.S. joint exercise (command post Jan.13 | Japan-Latvia Summit (Riga) Jan.10 |A Chinese (ol ine enters Japan’s Zzone near Island and
exercise) (through February 3) Jan.13 | Japan-Lithuania Summit (Vilnius) Taisho Island (through January 11)
Jan.21 | Participation in multilateral exercise Cobra Gold 2018 | Jan.14 |Japan-Bulgaria Summit (Sofia) Jan.11 | A Chinese vessel enters Japan's contiguous zone near Taisho Island
(through Fe_bruary 23) o Jan.15 | Japan-Serbia Summit (Belgrade) Jan.17 |AU.S. naval destroyer conducts the “Freedom of Navigation Operation” within 12 nautical miles of
Jan.15 |Japan-Spain Defense Ministerial Meeting (Tokyo) Jan.16 | Japan-Romania Summit (Bucharest) Scarborough Shoal in the South China Sea (reported)
Jan.26 |Japan-France Foreign and Defense Ministerial Meeting Jan.18 | Japan-Australia Summit (Tok Jan.19 [The U.S. National Defense Strategy is released
(2+2) (Tokyo) 2 apan-Australa Summit (Tokyo) Jan.29 |A Chinese intelligence gathering aircraft passes Tsushima Strait and advances to the Sea of Japan
Jan.26 | Deployment of the first F-35A at ASDF Misawa Air Feb.02 | Japan-U.S. Summit Telgphone Talk ’ from the East China Sea 4
Base Feb.06 |Japan-Germany Summit (Tokyo) . . . ; .
y . . Jan.29 |A Chinese vessel sails Tsushima Strait northward and after advancing to the Sea of Japan
Jan.27 | Japan-France Defense Ministerial Meeting (Tokyo) Feb.07 gs V'CMB_ Pffis'd:gl Pence pays courtesy visit to temporarily, sails the strait southward
Jan.29 | Disaster relief teams dispatched to provide water Feb.09 J:n;-ﬁl(';}l: sel:mrrﬁt (PyeongChang) Jan.31 [U.S. President Trump delivers the State of the Union address
fxﬁ?&”gﬁu@eﬁﬁm 23)300 City, Niigata Prefecture Feb' 14 JaSan-U S, Summit Teliphogne Talﬁ Feb.02 |The United States releases the Nuclear Posture Review (NPR)
Jan.30 | Disaster relief teams dispatched to provide water Feb. 14 | Japan-Norway Summit (Tokyo) Eeg gg x'ar'g]""fs d“""zs atsme f;_ft:"‘erge';“
Lake Ogawara in Tohoku Town, Kamikita Country, - uary
Feb.06 | Disaster relief teams dispatched in response to heavy Aomori Prefecture Feb.10 |Sri Lanka declares a state of emergency
snow in Fukui Prefecture (through February 10) Feb.23 | Japan-Chile Summit (Tokyo) Feb.14 |South African President Zuma resigns
Mar.06 | Japan-Canada Summit Telephone Talk Feb.15 | Ethiopian Prime Minister resigns
Feb.14 | Japan-ASEAN Cope North Guam 2018 exercise Mar.09 |Japan-U.S. Summit Telephone Talk Feb.15 | The United States and other countries denounce Russia for a large scale of damage caused by
program (through February 21) (Guam) Mar. 13 | Naha District Court renders judgement regarding the ransomware “Not Petya” in June 2017
Feb.15 DISFaslferéetl;ethekam[S’ dlfSD?tche(?hto herl]pF?pove S1n80)W demand of an injunctive order for actions that crush | Feb.16 |Ethiopia declares a state of emergency
in Fukui City, Fukui Prefecture (througl ruary the reef, etc. (Futenma Replacement Facility N i i
Feb.16 | State Minister of Defense Yamamoto attends the construction project) Feb.23 U«g- Australia Summit
Munich Security Conference (through February 18) Mar. 14 | Japan-Sri Lanka Summit (Tokyo) Feb.26 |A h!nese yessgl advances tg the Sea of Japan (through Februgry 28)
Feb.16 S?bi"?‘ D&Ci?iﬂn on tr_evisliopn of mg “Implet(nentation Mar. 15 | Japan-Germany summit telephone talk Feh.27 ?r gmhl?heg% ;r;tteg;]giﬁgcsee%athenng aircraft passes Tsushima Strait and advances to the Sea of Japan
lans for the International Peace Cooperation i i
Assignment for the United Nations Mission in the Mar.23 | Okinawa Prefectural Government appeals against Feb.27 |A Chinese Y-9 intelligence gathering aircraft's passage of Tsushima Strait Western Channel is
Renublic of South Sudan (UNMISS)” the judgement of the Naha District Court to the Naha confirmed for the first time
epublic of South sul ?"( ) ) Branch of the Fukuoka High Court (Futenma ' ' U o
Feb.21 Dlsa_ster relief teams dlsp_at_ched for collectlon_ of fuel, Replacement Facility construction project) Mar.01 |Russian President Putin introduces new weapons at the annual presidential address
gm-fln;ﬁ)hﬂl;# TOWI?YN‘fam'Lkga Country, Aomori Mar.31 |Return of the land at Makiminato Service Area Mar.05 | 1st session of the 13th National People’s Congress (NPC) (through March 20)
vefocture {throug arc _) . adjacent to Route 58 Mar.05 |ROK special envoys visit North Korea and meet with Chairman Kim Jong-un
Feb.26 (Jt?]fgﬂgﬁSME:r’\w ZA)/DR Invitation Program (Kanto Region) | Apr. 05 | Japan-Iraq Summit (Tokyo) Mar.09 |PyeongChang Paralympics (through March 18)
Mar.26 | Transfer of MSDF’s five TC-90 training aircraft o the Apr. 11| Japan-Bhutan Summit (Tokyo) Mar.18 | President Putin is re-elected as president (4th term)
Philippines completed Apr.12 | Japan-Switzerland Summit (Tokyo) Mar. 18 | The Turkish government announces taking control of Afrin, Syria
Mar.27 |22nd Forum for Defense Authorities in the Asia-Pacific | AP-17 | Japan-U.S. Summit (Florida) Mar.23 | Four Chinese bombers, an intelligence gathering aircraft and an electronic warfare aircraft pass
Region (Tokyo) (through March 28] Apr.28 | Japan-U.S. Summit Telephone Talk between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island to reach the Pacific Ocean and
Mar.27 |Establishment of the Ground Component Command Apr.29 | Japan-ROK summit telephone talk thereafter turn around, pass between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island again and
and the Amphibious Rapid Deployment Brigade, and May01 | Japan-Jordan Summit (Jordan) fly to the continent. At the same time, two fighter jets (probable) fly between the main island of
first reorganization to rapid deployment divisions/ May01 | Japan-Palestine Summit (Palestine) Okinawa and Miyakojima Island from the East China Sea
brigades N Mar.23 | Hostage siege in Trébes, south of France
Apr.06 | Launch of X-band communications satellite May02 | Japan-lsrael Summit (israel) Mar.23 |A U.S. naval destroyer conducts the “Freedom of Navigation Operation” within 12 nautical miles of
“Kirameki1” May04 | Japan-China summit telephone talk the Mischief Reef in Spratly Islands in the South China Sea (reported)
Apr.09 |Japan-Vietnam Defense Ministerial Meeting (Tokyo) May09 | Japan-China-ROK Summit (Tokyo) Mar.25 | Chairman Kim Jong-un of North Korea visits China (through March 28)
Apr.09 | Disaster relief teams dispatched to provide water May10 | Japan-U.S. summit telephone talk Mar.26 | China-North Korea Summit
(stﬁgglljy ﬁlﬁ)prti)lr:ﬁi)n Oda City, Shimane Prefecture May15 Japan—s_e_n_moa Su_mmit (Tokyo) Mar.26 |Presidential election in Egypt
firough Apt ] ) May16 | Japan-Fiji Summit (Tokyo) Apr.05 | Chinese vessels pass between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island and advances to
Apr.11 !?]lsaster "e"?f tt?‘ﬂnrs lé'SIPthhelﬂ fﬁrées%l']e 061_?3“0“3 May18 | Prime Minister Abe attends the 8th Pacific Islands the Pacific Ocean
;’rgfeesgtﬂ?ge(ﬂ?rouzha}\]prsillzg)m akatsu City, Oita Leaders Meeting (Fukushima) (through May 19) Apr.10 | An aircraft that appears to be a Chinese unmanned aircraft vehicle (BZK-005) files over the East
e . . May24 | Prime Minister Abe visits Russia (through May 26} China Sea (within Japan’s air defense identification zone)
Apr.20 |Japan-U.S. Defense Ministerial Meeting (Washington, ) P )
pr. D.C) e 9 910N, | May25 | Japan-France Summit (St. Petersburg) Apr.12 | China conducts a naval review on the South China Sea
S ~ . May26 |Japan-Russia Summit (Moscow) Apr.14 | The United States, United Kingdom and France conduct military operations against facilities
Apr.22 |Signing of the Japan-Canada Acquisition and May28 | Japan-U.S, summit telephone talk rolated o chemical weapons in Syria
Cross- Servicing Agreement (ACSA) -US. |
Apr.29 | Disaster relief teams dispatched to provide water Jun.07 |Japan-U.S. Summit (Washington, D.C.) Apr.18 Tr]woPCh[?ese bombers pass between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island to reach
supply supports in Irabujima, Miyakojima City, Okinawa | Jun.08 |Prime Minister Abe attends the G7 Summit in the ac! ic Ocean and fly toward the Bashi Channel
Prefecture (through May 2) Charlevoix (through June 9) Apr.19 | Two Chinese bombers, two fighter jets (probable), an electronic warfare aircraft and an intelligence
May 04 |Japan-Finland Defense Ministerial Meeting Jun.08 | Japan-Germany Summit (Charlevoix) gathering aircraft pass between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island to reach the
M J . S N Jun.08 |4 " . Pacific Ocean and thereafter the two bombers, electronic warfare aircraft and intelligence
lay06 | Japan-Estonia pgfense Ministerial Meethg un. japan-U.K. Summl.t (Charlevo!x) gathering aircraft fly toward the Bashi Channel
May09 | Defense authorities of Japan and China sign the Jun. 08 ) Japan-taly Summit (Charlevoix) Apr.20 | North Korea announces a halt to “nuclear test and intercontinental ballistic rocket test-fire” and
y:&n;ra#g:%gvsghmg%me and Aerial Jun.08 | Japan-Canada Summit (Charlevoix) abolishment of nuclear test sites
ommunicatl ! . Jun. 11 | Japan-U.S. Summit Telephone Talk Apr.20 | Two Chinese bombers pass between the main istand of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island to reach
May 10 | Signing of the on Defence Jun.12 | Japan-U.S. Summit Telephone Talk the Pacific Ocean and fly toward the Bashi Channel
and Exchanges between the Ministry of Defense of ; . . . . . . .
Japan and the Ministry of Defence of the United Arab | Jul.17 | Japan-EU Summit (Tokyo) Apr.20 | Aflight of carrier-based fighter jets (probable) of the Chinese aircraft carrier “Liaoning” over the
Emirates Aug.01 |Japan-Malta Summit (Tokyo) Aor 21 ET]_C:: Ocean IIS .cor:flg.nedﬂf]ur tpe f"f? t'm_e Liaoni between th Jand of OKi
~ i Ri : _Caint i y pr. inese vessels including the aircraft carrier “Liaoning” pass between the main island of Okinawa
May 10 ﬁga’&zﬁ;‘_ﬁﬁf@ﬂ@h{&gﬂgﬂ %I(Ijgyp ?r5a)t|on Program :ﬂg g; jzp::,ﬁaslms‘sr;?éfem;:; ;g?;f) and Miyakojima Island and advance to the East China Sea
May15 | Cabinet decision adopted on “Basic Plan on Ocean Segl 05 JaSan—E.culador Summit ’()Tukyo) Apr.24 | A Chinese vessel advances to the Sea of Japan (through April 29)
Policy” Sep‘ 10| Japan-Russia Summit (Vadivostok) Apr.26 tho Chinese bombers, two fighter jets (probable), an electronic warfare aircraft and an intelligence
: i i « " - - gathering aircraft pass between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island to reach the
May 18 g;ﬂg?ﬁ? t?felsl:%?ar?1natrig‘rl1lzlu}’r;:gg::hceoo";eprlaet?gﬁnmmn Sep.11 | Japan-Mongolia Summit (Vladivostok) Pacific Ocean. The two fighter jets (probable) turn around and pass between the main island of
. p - isaion i Sep.12 |Japan-China i i Okinawa and Miyakojima Island again to fly toward the continent. The two bombers, electronic
Assignment for the United Nations Mission in the p. p: Summit (Viadivostok) é
Republic of South Sudan (UNMISS)” Sep.24 | Japan-Turkey Summit (New York) warfare aircraft and intelligence gathering aircraft fly toward the Bashi Channel
May21 |Japan-Singapore Defense Ministerial Meeting (Tokyo) | Sep.25 |Japan-ROK Summit (New York) Apr.27.|The I_ ! V N Summit, P D o .
May 22 |Participated in the Pacific Partnership 2018 (through Sep.26 | Japan-lran Summit (New York) Apr.28 ? Chl?:s% |ntteg;lg_encse gathering aircraft passes Tsushima Strait and advances to the Sea of Japan
rom
June 2) o ‘ . Sep.26 | Japan-U.S. Summit (New York) May 08 Chinarﬁmfkmézlurmn
May?29 |Japan-U.S. Defense Ministerial Megting (Hawaii) 0ct.05 |Japan-Tajikistan Summit (Tokyo) y Y US. President T i i
Jun.02 | Defense Minister Onodera attends the 17th Shangri-La i h ay08 | U.S. President Trump announces withdrawal from the nuclear agreement with Iran
Dialogue (hosted by lISS) (through June 3) 0ct.08 | Japan-Vietnam Summit (Tokyo) May 11 | Two Chinese bombers and two fighter jets (probable) pass between the main island of Okinawa
g o o 0ct.08 | Japan-Cambodia Summit (Tokyo) and Miyakojima Island to reach the Pacific Ocean. Thereafter, the two fighter jets (probable) turn
Jun.02 | Japan-U.K. Defense Ministerial Meeting (Singapore) | oy g | japan-Laos Summit (Tokyo) around and pass between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakajima Island again to fly toward
Jun.02 | Japan-Philippines Defense Ministerial Meeting 0ct.08 | Japan-Thailand Summit (Tokyo) the continent. Two bombers fly toward the Bashi Channel. Two bombers, an intelligence gathering
(Singapore) p: (Tokyo) ! - d orT !
gap! o i 0ct.09 |10th Mekong-Japan Summit Meeting (Tokyo) aircraft and an electronic warfare aircraft pass between the main island of Okinawa and
Jun.02 |Japan-Germany Defense Ministerial Meeting § . N v Miyakojima Island from the Pacific Ocean in the direction of the Bashi Channel and move to the
(Singapore) 0ct.09 | Meeting with State Counsellor of Myanmar Aung East China Sea
Jun.02 |Japan-U.S.-Australia Defense Ministerial Meeting San Suu.Kyl (Tgkyo) ’ May 12 | Attack occurs near the Paris Opera House in the center of Paris, France
(Singapore) Oct. 12 | Japan-Lithuania Summit (Tokyo) May13 | Terror attacks by suicide bombers occur in churches in Subaraya, Indonesia
Jun.02 | Japan-Vietnam Defense Ministerial Meeting Oct.16 | Japan-Spain Summit (Madric) May 13 | China conducts the first sea trial of its first domestic aircraft carrier (through May 18)
(Singapore) Oct.17 |Japan-France Summit (Paris) May18 | A Chinese bomber and other aircraft conduct a takeoff and landing training in the South China S
Jun.03 |Japan-U.S.-ROK Defense Ministerial Meeting Oct. 18 | 12th ASEM Summit (Brussels) (through October 19) y inese fomper and other arcratt conduct a takeoft and landing training in the Sou ina Sea
(Singapore) | | ! ) (pointed out as Woody Island, Paracel Islands)
A . Oct. 18 | 2nd V4 plus Japan” Summit Meeting (Brussels) May 21 | The United States releases a new Iran strategy
Jun.03 |Japan-ROK Defense Ministerial Meeting (Singapore) 0ct. 18 |Japan-EU Summit (Brussels) N g . .
Jun.03 | Japan-France Defense Ministerial Meeting (Singapore) Octl 18 | Japan-Germany Summit (Brussels) May 25 ;onCg;ngﬁ_e bosmbers pass between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island through to
. 8 - e East China Sea
Jun.08 | Launch of the Maritime and Aerial Communication 0Oct.19 | Japan-Italy Summit (Brussels) May26 | The Inter-Korean Summit
Mechanism between the Defense Authorities of J; ' " y y
ang Coina 3PN | 0ct.19 | Japan-Singapore Summit (Brussels) May27 |AU.S. naval destroyer and cruiser conduct the “Freedom of Navigation Operation” within 12
Jun.14 |Japan-U.S. Defense Ministerial Telephone Call Oct.19 |Japan-Australia Summit (Brussels) nautical miles of Paracel Islands in the South China Sea (reported)
’ : ot Oct.26 |Japan-China Summit (Beijing) Jun.03 |A Chinese vessel passes between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island and
Jun.18 | Disaster Relief for Northern Osaka Prefecture ifi
Earthquake (through June 26) 0ct.29. | Japan-India Summit (Tokyo) L od :"Cvs"ces o t‘“lf Pacific Ocean " o
: ] . i i un. inese intelligence gathering aircraft passes between the main island of Okinawa and
Jun.19 g\gm 8 Joint Exercise for Rescue (JXR) (through June xg" gg japa”_wg'aés'a S‘.‘t";"l"t (hT"kWT) K Miyakojima Island to reach the Pacific Ocean and after flying toward the Bashi Channel, it turns
o _ V- apan-U.s. summit felephone Ta around and passes between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island again
JJurIL gg ;apaT-Us.l_Df_fer;se Mlmstterljl IM;gt;;gH(Tusvo) xEV-}Z japa"'QSEA_N g“mm_': ((g_'"gapme)) Jun.04 |A Chinese vgssel passes between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island and moves
ul. isaster Relief in Response to July looding V. lapan-Russia Summit (Singapore) to the East China Sea
s EIS:_StBtf ghrqu_gh AUQ:_SNS: ot cal ot Nov.15 |Japan-Singapore Summit (Singapore) Jun.12 |U.S.-North Korea Summit
ul. abinet Decision on disaster reliet call-up order for Nov.15 | 21st ASEAN+3 Summit Meeting (Singapore) Jun.17 |A Chinese vessel sails southeastward between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island
Ready Reserve Personnel in response to July 2018 Nov.15 |EastAsia S it (Si . 1o the Pacific Ocean
Flooding Disaster ov. astAsia umn.'ut ( mggporg) ” . . .
Jul.11 | Disaster relief call-up order for Ready Reserve Nov.15 |Japan-Indonesia Summit (S.|nga.pore) Jun.18 U:S. DoD announces suspension of the Freedom Guardian exercise
Personnel is issued (through July 31) Nov.15 | Japan-New Zealand Summit (Singapore) Jun. 19 [Kim Jong-Un visits China (through June 20)
Jul.13 | Signing of the Japan-France Acquisition and Nov.15 | Japan-Philippines Summit (Singapore) Jun.20 | China-North Korea Summit
Cross-Servicing Agreement (ACSA) Nov.16 |Japan-Australia Summit (Australia) Jun.22 |U.S. DoD announces suspension of the Korean Marine Exchange Program
Jul.31 | Japan-Russia Defense Ministerial Meeting (Moscow) | Nov.17 éapan-)Papua New Guinea Summit (Papua New Jun.23 | A Chinese vessel sails northward between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island to
Jul.31 | Japan-Russia Foreign and Defense Ministerial Meeting uinea) the East China Sea
(2+2) (Moscow) Nov. 18 | APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting (margin) Jun.24 | A Chinese vessel advances to the Sea of Japan (through June 29)
Aug.06 fDisgs‘te.rl_ relief t?ﬁl:“s diih)atche.d Cto prtnvivde watir and | Nov.18 éapan-)()hile New Guinea Summit (Papua New Jun.24 | Presidential election and general election in Turkey
00d in tozawa Vil'age, Mogami Gounty, Yamagata uinea) Jun.27 | Permanent ceasefire agreed in South Sudan
Prefecture (through August 8 - i i !
(through August 8) Nov. 18 | Japan-Canada Summit (Papua New Guinea) Jun.29 |A Chinese hospital ship enters Japan’s contiguous zone north of Taisho Island, Senkaku Islands
Aug.10 |J -U.S. Def Ministerial Telephone Call
Aﬂg 20 J:S:: In. di.a [fe?:::e I\;?l:?sfenr?al ’eﬂzzﬁz;e & xgv' ;3 j:sg:-?;:g;na;aso stu(q']rﬂlt ()TOkVU) Jun.29 |Relocation of the Headquarters of U.S. Forces Korea from Seoul to Pyeongtaek
- - V. -Jordan Summit (Tokyo)
Aug.21 |Japan-Sri Lanka Defense Ministerial Meeting
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Year

Defense

Domestic

International

2018 Sep.01 |FY2018 Exercise for the rescue of Japanese nationals | Nov.30 |G20 Buenos Aires Summit (Buenos Aires) (through Jun.29 |U.S. NBC reports that North Korea has increased its production of fuel for nuclear weapons
overseas (outside Japan) (through September 9) December 1) (enriched uranium) at secret sites
Sep.03 pi ian Defense Mini: Call Nov.30 |Japan-France Summit (Buenos Aires) Jul.01 | China Coast Guard is integrated into the People’s Armed Police
Sep.06 | Disaster relief in response to the 2018 Hokkaido Nov.30 |Japan-U.S. Summit (Buenos Aires) Jul.07 |Two U.S. vessels transit through the Taiwan Strait
Eastem lburi Earthquake (through October 14) Nov.30 | Japan-India Summit (Buenos Aires) Jul. 10 |ROK Government ofitsi “Ulchi exercise” in the summer of
Sep.07 | Cabinet Decision on disaster relief call-up order for Nov.30 |Japan-China Summit (Buenos Aires) 2018, followed by suspension of U.S.-ROK joint exercises
Ready Reserve Persomel i response t0the 2018 | oy 30| Tachikawa Branch of Tokyo Distict Court renders | Jul. 12| NATO SummitBrusses 2018
s Disaster ralief call fq R R judgement in 9th and 12th Yokota Air Base noise Jul.23 | “38 North,” a website dedicated to analysis of North Korea, the start of di
ep.07 Plsas er 'Ie. et ca -uphorderh or Ready Reserve suits of the main facility on the satellite launch site in D 1i “The report on August 22
ersonnel is issued (through September 24) Dec.01 | Japan-Russia Summit (Buenos Aires) that no new activity has been apparent since August 3
Sep.09 | Japan-ASEAN 'Defense VlcelenlsterlaI Forum (Nagoya) Dec.01 |Japan-U.K. Summit (Buenos Aires) Jul.27 |A Chinese intelligence gathering aircraft passes the Tsushima Strait from the East China Sea to
Sep.11 |Japan-Malaysia Defense Ministerial Meeting Dec.01 |Japan-Turkey Summit (Buenos Aires) reach the Sea of Japan. Thereafter it turns around, and flies to the East China Sea again
Sep.21 |Japan-Estonia Defense Ministerial Meeting Dec.01 |Japan-EU Summit (Buenos Aires) Jul.27 |A Chinese vessel advances to the Sea of Japan
Oct.02 |Minister of Defense lwaya came into office Dec.02 |Japan-Uruguay Summit (Montevideo) Aug.03 | China announces a successful launch test of its new model of a hypersonic projectile
0Oct.03 |International disaster relief activities in response to the - i i Aug.06 |A Chinese vessel sails westbound from the Osumi Strait to the East China Sea
f > Dec.02 |Japan-Paraguay Summit (Asuncion)
earthquake and tsunami in Indonesia (through October | e o | £y oka High Gourt renders judgement on a Aug.08 |A Chinese vessel sails eastbound from the Osumi Strait to the Pacific Ocean
0¢t.10 | Japan-Australia Defense Ministerial Meeting (Sydney) demand for an injunctive order for actions that crush | Aug.14 |A car attack occurs in London, UK.
. P ) - elng (syaney the reef, etc. (Futenma Replacement Facility Aug.28 |A Chinese vessel advances to the Sea of Japan (through August 29)
Oct. 10 |Japan-Australia Foreign and Defense Ministerial construction project) . L L N ; .
Meeting (2+2) (Sydney) Dec.11 | Japan-Ghana Summit (Tokyo) Aug.29 |A Chinese intelligence gathering aircraft passes the Tsushima Strait from the East China Sea to
0ct. 13 |FY2018 Tomodachi Rescue Exercise (TREX) Joint . P > 10Ky reach the Sea of Japan. Thereafter it turns around, and flies to the East China Sea again
. Disaster Response Exercise with U.S. Forces (through gec. 13| Japan-Mongolia S“m’_“'t (Tokyo) Aug.29 |14 Russian vessels sail through the Soya Strait and move to the Sea of Okhotsk (through August
October 14) ec. 18 | Japan-Zambia Summit (Tokyo) 30)
Oct. 14 |Troop review the SDF anni y Dec.18 glglt)igtr;%l ggtil’{lr;ttli/o%g\llracg} :r?sde %?gg]r:tn‘[lj?icuiﬂgﬂf\es Sep.01 |Two Rus.sian patrol aireraft fly and circle aroun.d Japan
Oct.19 | Japan-U.S. Defense Ministerial Meeting (Singapore) for FY2019 and beyond.” and “Medium Term Sep.01 %Sp'?grsnsl;grr] \Zl)essels sail through the Soya Strait and moved to the Sea of Japan (through
Oct. 19 |Japan-China Defense Ministerial Meeting (Singapore) Defense Program (FY2019-FY2023)” . . L .
A N Sep.06 |U.S.-India Foreign and Defense Ministerial Meetlng (2+2)
0ct.19 |Japan-U.S.-ROK Defense Ministerial Meeting )
(Singapore) Sep.09 |North Korea stages a military parade the 70th y of its asa
A . . nation in Pyongyang, without ICBM or other ballistic missiles
0ct.20 |Japan-ROK Ministerial Meeting (Singapore) “ N
. s . Sep.11 |Russia starts the exercise phase of a large scale military exercise “Vostok 2018” (through
Oct.20 Jsapan-ASE)AN Defense Ministers’ Informal Meeting September 17)
(Singapore]
. G
0Oct.20 SSth ASEAN)Defence Ministers' Meeting-Plus Sep.12 | Government of South Sgr??ﬂeand relevanto?f:gée(s; (i?]?llllé?mg anti-government forces sign the
(Singapore) g v N
Oct.24 | Disaster relief teams dispatched to provide water Sep. 14| Inter-Korean Llalso.n Office opens (Kaesong)
supply support in Suo-oshima Town, Yamaguchi Sep.18 |U.S. DoD releases its Cyber Strategy
Prefecture (through November 7) Sep.18 | The Inter-Korean Summit (through September 20)
Oct.29 |Keen Sword19/30FTX (through November 8) Sep.18 | Syrian Army accidentally shoots down a Russian aircraft
Dec.06 |Disaster relief teams dispatched for search and rescue Sep.19 | Three Russian aircraft, including a fighter, make a long-distance flight over the Sea of Japan (an
of U.S. aircraft crew off the coast of Shikoku (through Su-35 fighter is confirmed by scramble for the first time)
December 11) Sep.20 [U.S. DoD desi the Equi D Department of the Central Military Commission
Dec.11 |FY2018 Exercise for the rescue of Japanese nationals of China as a subject to sanctions
overseas (in Japan) (through December 1f‘) Sep.24 |U.S. DoD notifies Congress of the sales of weapons to Taiwan (worth US$330 million)
Dec. 20 |Incident of an ROK naval vessel directing its Sep.30 |AU.S. naval destroyer conducts the “Freedom of Navigation Operation” within 12 nautical miles of
fire-control radar at MSDF patrol aircraft occurs Gaven Reefs and Johnson South Reef in Spratly Islands (reported)
Dec.25 | Disaster "f"ef 1_93”}5 dlspatt%hedqur tshekﬂg't “’2_? in Sep.30 |A Chinese naval destroyer approaches abnormally close to a U.S. vessel
;?Z?g&i?e%ﬁmﬂgh%Igcreomub;f 37;” eki City, Gifu Oct.02 ﬁ] grgg:tsg r\]lieélsglezails northward between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island to
Dec.26 |1stannual meeting of the Maritime and Aerial 0ct.02 |1 tion of tin
Communication Mechanism between the Defense ct. nauguration of a new government in Iraq X o
Authorities of Japan and China (Beijing) 0Oct.02 |A Saudi Arabian journalist dies in the Embassy of Saudi Arabia in Turkey
Dec.28 |Footage of the incident of an ROK naval vessel Oct.04 |U.S. releases National Strategy for Counterterrorism
directing its fire-control radar at MSDF patrol aircraft Oct.16 |A U.S. bomber flies over the South China Sea
released Oct. 19 |U.S. and ROK Governments announce suspension of the Vigilant Ace exercise, a joint military
exercise scheduled for December 2018
Oct.20 | President Trump announces an intention to withdraw from the INF Treaty
Oct.20 | General election in Afghanistan (House of the People)
Oct.22 | Two U.S. vessels transit through the Taiwan Strait
Oct.22 |First ASEAN-China maritime exercise (Zhanjiang) (through October 28)
Oct.25 |Prime Minister Abe visits China (through October 27)
0Oct.25 |Israel-Oman Summit
Oct.28 | A Chinese vessel advances to the Sea of Japan (through October 29)
0ct.29 |A Chinese intelligence gathering aircraft passes the Tsushima Strait from the East China Sea to
reach the Sea of Japan. Thereafter it turns around, and flies to the East China Sea again
Nov.11 |Ceremony the 100th y of the end of World War | (Paris)
Nov.17 |APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting (Papua New Guinea) (through November 18)
Nov.19 |A U.S. bomber flies over the South China Sea (reported)
Nov.24 |Taiwan's President Tsai Ing-wen resigns as of the D ic Prog Party after
suffering a major defeat in the general election
Nov.25 |A Chinese vessel advances to the Sea of Japan (through November 26)
Nov.26 |A U.S. naval cruiser conducts the “Freedom of Navigation Operation” around Paracel Islands in the
South China Sea (reported)
Nov.26 |A Chinese intelligence gathering aircraft passes the Tsushima Strait from the East China Sea to
reach the Sea of Japan. Thereafter it turns around, and flies to the East China Sea again
Nov.28 |Two U.S. vessels transit through the Taiwan Strait
Dec.01 |U.S.-China Summit (Osaka)
Dec.05 |AU.S. naval destroyer conducts the “Freedom of Navigation Operation” around the Peter the Great
Gulf (reported)
Dec.06 |Yemen peace talks (through December 13)
Dec.07 |A Chinese vessel sails southeastward between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island
to the Pacific Ocean
Dec.08 |A Chinese vessel sails westward between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island to
the East China Sea
Dec.11 |A Chinese vessel sails southeastward between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island
to the Pacific Ocean
Dec.12 |A Chinese intelligence gathering aircraft passes between the main island of Okinawa and
Miyakojima Island to reach the Pacific Ocean. After flying to off the coast of Amami Oshima Island,
it turns around, and passes between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island again
Dec.14 |A Chinese intelligence gathering aircraft passes between the main island of Okinawa and
Miyakojima Island to reach the Pacific Ocean. After flying to off the coast of Amami Oshima Island,
it turns around, and passes between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island again
Dec.14 |A Chinese vessel sails northwestward between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island
to the East China Sea
Dec.27 |UAE reopens its embassy in Syria
Dec.27 |A Chinese intelligence gathering aircraft passes the Tsushima Strait from the East China Sea to
reach the Sea of Japan. Thereafter it turns around, and flies to the East China Sea again
2019 Jan.11 |Japan-France Defense Ministerial Meeting (Brest) Jan.08 Japan -Rwanda Summit (Tokyo) Jan.01 |AU.S. Aegis destroyer conducts the “Freedom of Navigation Operation” in Paracel Islands
Jan.11 |Japan-France Foreign and Defense Ministerial Meeting | Jan.09 Summit Jan.01 |Chairman Kim Jong-un expresses his intention to neither make and test nuclear weapons any
(2+2) (Brest) Jan.10 Japan -U.K. Summit (London) longer nor use and proliferate them in his “New Year's Address” in 2019
Jan.14 | Multilateral exercise Cobra Gold 2019 (Thailand) Jan.22 | Japan-Russia Summit (Moscow) Jan.07 |Kim Jong-un visits China (through January 10)
(through February 23) Jan.23 | Japan-Brazil Summit (Davos) Jan.07 |AU.S. vessel conducts the “Freedom of Navigation Operation” within 12 nautical miles around
Jan.17 | Meeting between Defense Minister lwaya and Acting Jan.29 | Japan-Qatar Summit (Tokyo) Paracel Islands
Secretary of Defense Shanahan (Washington, D.C.) . ] h Jan.15 | ROK releases Defense White Paper 2018
Jan.21 | FY2018 SDF Joint Exerci d post ; Feb.04 |Japan-Germany Summit (Tokyo) X e X
an. oint Exercises (command post exercise) ~ ; : Jan.17 |United States releases the Missile Defense Review (MDR)
(through January 26) Feb.15 |Japan-Australia Summit (Tokyo) § " ’
Jan.21 | The MOD . e . Feb.20 |Japan-U.S. Summit Telephone Talk Jan.24 |Two U.S. vessels transit through the Taiwan Strait
. published its final statement regarding the p; Pl N . . . " "
incident of an ROK naval vessel directing its Feb.28 |Japan-U.S. Summit Telephone Talk Jan.24 | A Chinese vessel sails northwestward between the main istand of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island
fire-control radar at MSDF patrol aircraft Mar.08 | Japan-Palau Summit (Tokyo) to the East China Sea ! )
Jan.23 |Japan-Australia Defense Ministerial Meeting (Tokyo) Mar.24 | Replacement of government aircraft from B-747 o Feb.02 |U.S. provides Russia with formal KIOtICe to wnhdrayvaljrom the INF Ireaty o
Jan.23 | Disaster relief teams dispatched in response to forest 777 Feb.11 |Two U.S. destroyers conduct the “Freedom of Navigation Operation” around the Mischief Reef
fire in Tokigawa Town, Hiki County, Saitama Prefecture | Mar.31 |Return of the land at Makiminato Service Area near | Feb.16 |A Chinese vessel advances to the Sea of Japan (through February 24)
(through January 25) Gate 5 Feb.23 | A Chinese intelligence gathering aircraft passes the Tsushima Strait from the East China Sea to
Jan.24 | Disaster relief teams dispatched in response to forest | Apr.04 | Japan-Panama Summit (Tokyo) reach the Sea of Japan. Thereafter it turns around and flies to the East China Sea again
fJ'E’len”;rTag%be City, Wakayama Prefecture (through Apr.16 | Naha Branch of Fukuoka High Court renders Feb.25 |Two U.S. vessels transit through the Taiwan Strait
U V_ ) o . judgement in 3rd and 5th Futenma Air Station noise | Feb.27 |2nd U.S.-North Korea Summit Meeting (through February 28)
Feb.05 | Japan-Finland Defense Ministerial Mecfing (Tokyo) suits Mar.04 |Russia notifies U.S. of the suspension of Russia’s obligation under the INF Treaty
Feb.05 | Disaster relief teams dispatched in response to swine | Apr.23 | Japan-France Summit (Paris) ) . R
fever outbreak in Aichi Prefecture, etc. (through . Mar.15 |51 people are killed in a shooting incident in Christchurch, New Zealand
s Apr.24 | Japan-ltaly Summit (Rome) i " i it I i [E—— :
February 9) ' . Mar.19 |Aflight by a Chinese Y-9 patrol aircraft within Japan’s air defense identification zone in the East
Apr.24 | Japan-Poland Summit (Bratislava) China Sea is confirmed for the first time
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Year Defense Domestic International
2019 Feb.14 | Disaster relief teams dispatched in response to swine | Apr.25 | Japan-Slovakia Summit (Bratislava) Mar.24 | General election in Thailand (House of Representatives)
fF%Vber[ngl'Jy‘bZrS?k in Tahara City, Aichi Prefecture (through | Apr.25 | 3rd “V4 plus Japan” Summit Meeting (Bratislava) Mar.24 | Two U.S. vessels transit through the Taiwan Strait
: - ] ) ) Apr.25 | Japan-Czech Summit (Bratislava) Mar.25 |U.S. President Trump recognizes Israel’s sovereign right over the Golan Heights
Feb.19 |Disaster relief teams dispatched in response to swin . . " A -
fever outbreak in Mizunapmi City, Gifu p?efecture ® | Apr.25 | Japan-EU Summit (Brussels) Mar.28 |A Chinese vessel sails eastbound from the Osumi Strait to the Pacific Ocean
(through February 21) Apr.26 | Japan-U.S. Summit (Washington, D.C.) Mar.30 |Four Chinese bombers, an intelligence gathering aircraft, and two presumed fighter jets fly from
Feb.20 |Air rescue in response to a radar losing track of an F-2 | Apr.28 | Japan-Canada Summit (Ottawa) the East China Sea. After passing between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island and
of Tsuiki Air Base iirei-Seiden-no-gi fly over the Pacific Ocean, they turn around, and pass between the main island of Okinawa and
Apr.30 |Taiirei-Seiden-no-gi Miyakojima Island again
Mar.03 |Pacific Partnership 2019 (through May 19
Mar.08 | ADMM-Plus MediSine Fiel(d Traigin Ezerci]se (MEDEX Apr.01 |A Chinese intelligence gathering aircraft and two bombers fly from the East China Sea. After
: 2019) (Lucknow) (through March 198 passing between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island and fly over the Pacific
Mar 12 |23rd F<(Jrum for De(fensegAuthoritie _) the Asia-Pacii Ocean, they turn around, and pass between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island
. d s in the Asia-Pacific again
l;g)glon (Tokyo Defense Forum) (Tokyo) (through March Apr.02 | Three Russian vessels sail southbound from the Tsushima Strait southward and move to the East
China Sea
Mar.12 | Turnover ceremony for the UH-TH parts, etc., grant of A i i o " ko
: pr.02 |A Chinese vessel sails northwestward between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island
a pom.on of the parts, etc. . . N to the East China Sea
Mar. 26 | Establishment of Camp Amami and Camp Miyakojima Apr.05 | A Chinese vessel sails southward between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island
Mar.27 | Disaster relief teams dispatched in response to swine temporarily to the Pacific Ocean
f’%%hogtob)reak in Seto City, Aichi Prefecture (through Apr.05 | A Russian patrol aircraft flies from off the coast of Sanin through off the coast of the Noto
. . . . . Peninsula
Mar. 28 ?el\?(grsﬁt[)?g:fktﬁla%?] grlgpagh:ﬂ:rl‘l}l ;?g%%qﬁﬁet?tﬁxwgh Apr.06 | A French vessel transits through the Taiwan Strait
April 1) ’ Apr.09 | General election in Israel
Apr.02 | Cabinet Decision on the “Implementation Plan for Apr.15 | A Chinese vessel sails between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island southeastward,
i eace C i i in Sinai and advances to the Pacific Ocean temporarily. However, on the same day, the vessel sails
Peninsula” between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island northwestward to the East China Sea
Apr.05 | Disaster relief teams dispatched in response to forest Apr.15 | Four Chinese bombers and an electronic warfare aircraft fly from the Bashi Channel, pass between
fire in Sakuho Town, Nagano Prefecture (through April the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island, and fly to the East China Sea
Apr.15 | U.S. Government notifies Congress of the sales of weapons to Taiwan (worth US$500 million)
Apr.09 |Air rescue in response to the crash of an F-35A fighter Apr.17 | Presidential election in Indonesia
of Misawa Air Base Apr.21 | Bomb attacks by Islamic extremists occur simultaneously in Colombo and other places, Sri Lanka
Apr.10 fDisaster relief teams dispatched in response to swine Apr.24 | Kim Jong-un visits Russia (through April 26)
ever outbreak in Seto City, Aichi Prefecture (through | X . . . . .
April 1 3)b eakin Seto City, Aichi Prefecture (throug Apr.26 | Five Russian vessels sail southbound from the Tsushima Strait to the East China Sea
Apr.17 | Japan-Phili Defense Meeting (Tokyo) Apr.28 | Two U.S. vessels transit through the Taiwan Strait
Apr.17 | Disaster relief teams dispatched in response to swine Apr.28 | Four Russian vessels sail northbound from the Tsushima Strait to the Sea of Japan
Levelr ou)tbreak in Ena City, Gifu Prefecture (through Apr.29 | China-Russia joint naval exercise “Joint Sea 2019” (Qingdao) (through May 4)
pril 19)
Apr.19 |Meeting between Defense Minister Iwaya and Acting
Secretary of Defense Shanahan (Washington, D.C.)
Apr.19 |Japan-U.S. Security Consultative Committee (2+2)
(Washington, D.C.)
Apr.23 |Japan-Bulgaria State Defense Minister-Level Meeting
2019 May 02 |Japan-Vietnam Defense Ministerial Meeting (Hanoi) May 01 |Kenji-to-Shokei-no-gi May 03 |A Russian patrol aircraft passes the Tsushima Strait from the Sea of Japan, and flies to the East
May01 | Sokui-go-Choken-no-gi China Sea. Thereafter, it passes through the Tsushima Strait again, and flies to the Sea of Japan
May 17 |Cabinet Decision on revision of the “Implementation May06 |Japan-U.S. Summit Telephone Talk May 04 | North Korea launches ballistic missiles
Plans for the International Peace Cooperation May17 |Enactment of the revised Act on Prohibition of Flight | May06 | Two U.S. vessels conduct the “Freedom of Navigation Operation” within 12 nautical miles of Gaven
Assignment for the United Nations Mission in the of UASs around and over Key Facilities Reefs and Johnson South Reef
Republic of South Sudan (UNMISS)” May27 |Japan-U.S. Summit (Tokyo) May 06 | Five Russian vessels sail northbound from the Tsushima Strait to the Sea of Japan
May17 ‘If::\?gft(fl:tgel'lelgfl(tﬁ]a'?;igrlgpaigrfidclllri] I;E::Peocr;a?emewme May29 |Japan-Bangladesh Summit (Tokyo) May09 |North Korea launches ballistic missiles
(through May 20) ! T May30 |Japan-Laos Summit (Tokyo) May 11 | Three Russian vessels sail eastbound from the Tsugaru Strait to the Pacific Ocean
May18 |Disaster relief teams dispatched to rescue stranded May 31 |Japan-Malaysia Summit (Tokyo) May19 | Federal election in Australia
residents due to heavy rain in Yakushiima Island, May 31 |Japan-Cambodia Summit (Tokyo) May 19 | A U.S. vessel conducts the “Freedom of Navigation Operation” within 12 nautical miles of
Kagoshima Prefecture (through May 20) May31 | Japan-Philippines Summit (Tokyo) Scarborough Shoal in Zhongsha Islands )
May 19 | Disaster relief teams dispatched in response to water | Jun.06 |Tokyo High Court renders judgement in 10th and May22 | Two U.S. vessels transit through the Taiwan Strait
supply failure, etc. due to heavy rain in 11th Yokota Air Base noise suits May23 | Pakistan conducts a test launch of ballistic missiles
:iam'l"%eﬁgujgf Island, Kagoshima Prefecture Jun.10 | Japan-Switzerland Summit (Tokyo) May 26 |A Chinese vessel sails southward between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island, and
" h Viay . Jun.12 | Japan-Iran Summit (Teheran) advances to the Pacific Ocean temporarily. However, on May 30, the vessel sails northward
lay 21 ;gm 9 Joint Exercise for Rescue (JXR) (through May Jun.14 | Japan-U.S. Summit Telephone Talk between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island to the East China Sea
. o i ’ . y May 27 | Taiwan conducts a military field exercise “Han Kuang 35” (through May 31)
- Jun.26 | Japan-France Summit (Tokyo)
May22 | Japan-Singapore Defen.se. Mln.lstenal Meetlng (Tokyo) Jun. 27 Jagan-EU Summit (Osa(:a) yol May?29 |A Chinese intelligence gathering aircraft flies from the East China Sea. After passing between the
May 23 |Japan-Qatar Defense Ministerial Meeting (Tokyo) g ! ¥ main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island and flying over the Pacific Ocean, it turns around,
May27 | Disaster relief teams dispatched in response to forest | Jun-27 | Japan-india Summit (Osaka) and passes between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island again. In addition, just
fire in Hinohara Village, Tokyo (through May 29) Jun.27 | Japan-Argentina Summit (Osaka) around the same time, a Chinese electronic warfare aircraft flies over the East China Sea to near
May27 |Disaster relief teams dispatched to rescue missing Jun.27 | Japan-Egypt Summit (Osaka) the Tsushima Strait _
persons due to ship collision off the coast of Jun.27 | Japan-Australia Summit (Osaka) May 30 of 2nd Modi of India
Chiba Prefecture (through May 31) Jun.27 | Japan-China Summit (Osaka) Jun.01 |U.S. DoD releases the Indo-Pacific Strategy Report (IPSR)
May 27 E:Zﬁtguﬁlllje{r}mmﬁc?llig?dtg}}%?rénu T?IS‘I}SR:%U forest | jun.28 | G20 Osaka Summit chaired by Prime Minister Abe | Jun.08 | Two Russian vessels sail eastbound from the Soya Strait to the Sea of Okhotsk
May30 | Japan-Russia D f’ Ministerial N? fi K (through June 29) Jun.08 | Two Russian vessels sail northward between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island
ay P 1a Detense Ministerial Neeting (_TD ¥0) . Jun.28 | Japan-U.S. Summit (Osaka) Jun.10 |Chinese vessels including the aircraft carrier “Liaoning,” sail southward between the main island
May 30 Jzapgn»ﬂukssm Foreign and Defense Ministerial Meeting | jq 25 | Japan-U.S.-India Summit (Osaka) of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island to the Pacific Ocean
Jun.01 (J;a:]gzsﬂna Defense Ministerial Meetin Jun.28 | Japan-Germany Summit (Osaka) Jun.12 | Three Russian vessels sail northbound from the Tsushima Strait
: (Siﬁgapore) 9 Jun.28 | Japan-U.K. Summit (Osaka) Jun.13 | Commercial vessels, including one related to Japan, are attacked near the Straits of Hormuz
Jun.01 |Japan-China Defense Ministerial Meeting (Singapore) Jun.28 |Japan-Thailand Summit (Osaka) Jun.14 |China Coast Guard vefssels sail in the Japanese contiguous zone around Senkaku Islands for the
o ) o " Jun.29 | Japan-South Africa Summit (Osaka) longest-ever period of 64 consecutive days
Jun.01 (Jélﬁg’;p%rse) Australia Defense Ministerial Mesting Jun. 29 | Japan-Brazil Summit (Osaka) Jun. 16 |A chings vessel ais northvestward between the min isan of Okinawa and Miakojima sland
) § to the East China Sea
-U.S.- inisteri i Jun. 2! japan-R it (Osak:
T e ROK Defense Miniteral Meeting 9| Japan-Russia Sumit (Osaka) Jun. 16 | A Chinese intelligence gathering aircraftfies from the East China Sea. After passing between the
‘ - ) main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island and flying over the Pacific Ocean, it turns around,
Jun.04 g'ee;g?;r bz}“ﬁgﬂz‘z@ﬁ%ﬂg:‘sﬁgiw;ya and Acting and passes between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island again
Jun. 05 Disasterym"ef toams dspatohed in rgspunse 0 swine Jun.18 | Two Canadian vessels transit through the Taiwan Strait
’ fever outbreak in Yamagata City, Gifu Prefecture, etc Jun.20 | Two Russian long-range bombers fly around Japan, and intrude into Japan's territorial airspace
(through June 8) ’ R twice when flying northward over the Pacific Ocean
Jun.17 | Establi of Aegis Ashore Promotion Jun.20 |Iran shoots down a U.S. drone over the Straits of Hormuz
Headquarters Jun. | President Xi Jinping visits North Korea (the first visit to North Korea by a Chinese president since
Jun.21 | Disaster relief teams dispatched in response to forest 20-21 | the last visit by then President Hu Jintao 14 years earlier in 2005. President Xi visits North Korea
fire in Kitagawa Vilage, Aki County, Kochi Prefecture for the first time in about 11 years since his last visit in 2008 as Vice President)
(through June 22) Jun.21 | Two Russian vessels sail eastbound from the Soya Strait
Jun.29 | Disaster relief teams dispatched in response to swine Jun.23 | Two Russian vessels sail westbound from the Soya Strait
Tﬂerzoutbreak in Nishio City, Aichi Prefecture (through Jun.30 |Leaders of U.S. and North Korea meet at Panmunjom
25 Re\yisiln of the Guidelines Regarding Off-Base U.S. Jul.02 | China conducts the first test launch of anti-ship ballistic missiles in the South China Sea from
. v ? " N h s June through July (reported)
Aug.07 TalInaarHUAISrclr)szte?g:(:;Igir:isstlzri\;aliﬁzet'n (Tokyo Jul.06 | Two Chinese vessels sail southbound from the Tsushima Strait
ug. P - ing (Tokyo) Jul.08 |U.S. Government notifies Congress of the sales of weapons to Taiwan (worth US$2.2 billion)
Jul.15 | Two Russian vessels sail westbound from the Soya Strait
Jul.22  |A Chinese vessel sails northbound from the Tsushima Strait, and advances to the Sea of Japan
temporarily. However, on July 23, the vessel sails southbound from the Tsushima Strait to the East
China Sea
Jul.23 | Two Chinese bombers and two Russian bombers pass through the Tsushima Strait and fly
southward over the East China Sea. Thereafter, the two Chinese bombers fly northwestward to the
continent, while the two Russian bombers pass between the main island of Okinawa and
Miyakojima Island and fly over the Pacific Ocean. After turning around, the Russian bombers pass
between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island again, fly northward over the East
China Sea, and pass through the Tsushima Strait again. In addition, an early warning and control
aircraft A-50 that reportedly supports the Russian bombers intrudes into Japan’s territorial
airspace over Takeshima Island
Jul.24 | China releases the 10th Defense White Paper “China’s National Defense in the New Era” (for the
first time in about four years)
Jul.25 |AU.S. vessel transits through the Taiwan Strait
Jul.25 | North Korea launches ballistic missiles
Jul.27 | Two Chinese vessels sail southward between the main island of Okinawa and Miyakojima Island to
the Pacific Ocean
Aug.01 |Two Russian vessels sail westbound from the Soya Strait
Aug.06 |North Korea launches ballistic missiles
Aug.24 |North Korea launches ballistic missiles
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