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JSDF Marching Festival 2018

Japan Self-Defense Forces (JSDF) Marching Festival 2018
took place at the Nippon Budokan in Tokyo for three days
from November 21st to 23rd. The festival is the JSDF’s
largest music event held annually around November as part
of the JSDF Day commemoration. This year, U.S. Army
Japan Band, and U.S. Marine Corps III Marine Expedition-
ary Force Band participated in the Festival as guest bands.
Additionally, the Bagad de Lann-Bihou¢ French Navy Band
and Singapore Armed Forces Central Band took part in this

festival for the first time and second time respectively.
The theme of the Festival of this year is “Challenge.”

The Festival consisted of five chapters including “Chal-
lenge of Ground”, “Challenge of Maritime” and “Challenge
of Air”. Splendid harmony was delivered by the Japan
Ground Self-Defense Force (JGSDF) Central Band, the Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Forces (JMSDF) Tokyo Band, the
Japan Air Self-Defense Force (JASDF) Central Band, the

JGSDF Northeastern Army Band and Western Army Band.
Along with the band performances, drill performance by the
JGSDF 302nd Military Police Company, fancy drill by the
National Defense Academy Guard of Honor, and taiko drum
performance by the JSDF JIEI-DAIKO (Japanese Drum)
Teams fascinated audiences with its unity and powerfulness.

In the finale, “SEIMEI” and “Jupitar” were performed by
all the bands, and JSDF vocalists sang “Minna ga minna

eiyu” together. All the participating bands played “FEikan wa
kimini kagayaku” as they exit the hall and brought the
marching festival to a closure.

Audiences left the venue, and they seemed to be totally
fascinated and utterly impatient for the next year’s
marching festival.
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Defense Minister’s Courtesy Call to, and the Visit to JGSDF
Narashino Training Area by, His Majesty King Abdullah I
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

On November 26th, Minister of Defense Iwaya made a courtesy
call to His Majesty King Adbullah II Ibn Al Hussein, King of
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, who was visiting Japan to
hold Japan-Jordan Summit Meeting.

On the next day, His Majesty King Abdullah II together with
Prime Minister Abe and State Minister of Defense Harada,
visited JGSDF Narashino Training Area where they received a
briefing on the outline of the Special Forces Group (SFG) and
observed training displays by the SFG. After the program, His
Majesty King Abdullah II praised the highly trained skills of
the SFG and expressed his appreciation to the Group and others
for arranging this occasion. The visit to Narashino Training
Area by the two leaders served as a great opportunity to further
strengthening Japan-Jordan defense cooperation.

T he INdo Southeast/AsiaT
Deployment 2018 (ISEAD18)

From August 26th to October 30th, the JMSDF carried out the Indo Southeast Asia Deployment 2018 (ISEADI1S).

Along this deployment, the JMSDF conducted joint exercises Peace and stability in the region is a major premise for the
with various countries in the Indo-Pacific region to enhance free and open Indo-Pacific. The JMSDF will pursue further
operational and cooperative capabilities. It contributed to peace cooperative measures with each country.

and stability in the region and improved mutual understanding

and trust between Japan and all participating countries.

Activities
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(Military Band Development) in Papua New Gumea

The MOD/JSDF has provided assistance for the military band
development of the Papua New Guinea Defence Force Band
since 2015. On the occasion of the Gala Dinner of the Asia-Pacif-
ic Economic Cooperation (APEC) Economic Leaders’ Meeting,
which was hosted by the Government of Papua New Guinea on
November 17th, the Papua New Guinea Defence Force Band
performed to welcome heads of states and other guests upon
their arrival at the venue. This military band is truly a “bond”
which ties the two countries tightly together. This marked a
significant step in Japan-PNG defense cooperation.

Prime Minister/Abeland/Mrs§Abe.

UN Project for Rapid Deployment of
Enabling Capabilities Activities Undertaken
in Asia and the Surrounding Regions

As part of the UN Department of Field Support’s UN Project
for Rapid Deployment of Enabling Capabilities which aims to
launch peacekeeping operations (PKO) immediately, 19
JGSDF officials were deployed to Vietnam from November
5th to December 14th to train military engineers in the opera-
tion of engineering equipment.
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Following the commitment, 125 JGDSF personnel have
been deployed to Africa for a total of 7 times since 2015 to
provide engineering equipment training to 211 military

Japan has earned solid credibility for its activities and
transport units, which are indispensable for smooth PKO.
To support rapid deployment of PKO and bring about high

quality operations, Prime Minister Abe expressed commit- engineers from various African countries.
ment to provide engineering equipment and operational
training at the UN High-level Meeting on PKO (the 1st
Leader’s Summit on Peacekeeping) in September 2014.

The MOD/JSDF will continue to utilize its experience and
high capabilities to maintain its commitment to this project.
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Status of Scrambles through

Measures against Piracy off the Coast of
Somalia and in the Gulf of Aden
through the Second Quarter of FY 2018

Following data shows the records of the measures against piracy off the coast of Somalia and in the Gulf of Aden from July
through September.

the First Half of FY 2018

The JASDF scrambled 561 times through the first half of
FY2018, which marked the same number as the same period
of the previous year. The breakdown of scrambles by coun-
tries and regions was about 61% against Chinese aircraft,
about 38% against Russian aircraft, and 1% against other

*‘ Number of Scrambles by Fiscal Year

(As of September 30, 2018)

(Times)

Aerial Activities of P-3C Patrol Aircraft

off the,\Coast of Somaliaand in the*Guif of Aden
Record of Mission (July through September)

Escort Operations Performed by
JMSDF Units in the same area
Record of Mission (July through September)

1. | Number of flights: 60 flights
(Accumulated Total (AT): 2,128 flights)

2.| Flight hours: Approx. 410 hours (AT: Approx. 16,160 hours)

3.| Number of visually confirmed commercial ships:
Approx. 4,700 ships (AT: Approx. 176,600 ships)

4.| Number of times of information sharing to Japanese

Approx. 200 times (AT: Approx. 13,670 times)

destroyers, foreign warships, and/or commercial ships:

1. | Number of escort operations: 7 times (The 828th —
834th escort operation under Japan’s Anti-Piracy Measures Law)

2. | Number of escorted vessels: 8 vessels(AT 3,855 of escorted vessels

since the start of operations under Japan’s Anti-Piracy Measures Law)

[Breakdown]
Japanese-registered ships: 0 (AT: 19)
Foreign ships operated by Japanese shipping companies:
3 (AT: 682)
Foreign ships other than above: 5 (AT: 3,154)

*The above record does not include the st - 41st escort operation performed as
Maritime Security Activities.

Zone Defense performed in the same area
Record of Mission (July through September)

1. | Number of days: 73 (AT: 1,360days)

2.| Number of commercial vessels confirmed:
Approx. 220 (AT: 17,880vessels)

aircraft, although some are based on supposition. 1.200 1,168
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JSDF’s First Female Fighter Pilot to Debut

On August 24th, First Lieutenant Misa Matsushima completed F-15 operation training at Nyutabaru Air Base to become the
first woman in the JSDF to qualify as fighter jet pilot. The MOD/JSDF will continue its efforts to promote activities of

motivated and skilled women in the JSDF.
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T-7 Primary Trainer Aircraft

In this edition, we will take a closer look at the T-7 primary trainer aircraft.

Specifications:

The T-7 was introduced as the successor of the previous trainer aircraft, the T-3. It
is the first aircraft that JASDF aviation cadets are trained to operate. Its characteris-
tic turboprop engine increased maneuverability and reduced noise. The aircraft is
equipped with air conditioning for better livability.

D>Length: 8.59m
>Wingspan: 10.04m
D>Height: 2.96m

>Crew: Two

D>Maximum speed: 203kt

The T-7 plays an active role in providing a gateway to success to aviation cadets [>Maximum range: 950km

dreaming of soaring the skies.

Visit JDF website to see more photos and web-only articles.  WWWW. Mo d .80 .j p/e/j df/



Kumano Kodo

n Wakayama Prefecture, which is located on the southwest- Kumano Sanzan were included as part of the Sacred Sites and
ern part of the largest penninsula in Japan called Kii Pilgrimage Routes in the Kii Mountain Range when they were
Penninsula, there are three shrines called Kumano Sanzan, registered as a UNESCO World

and the road leading to them is called the Kumano Kodo. Heritage Site in 2004.

Kumano Kodo is a wide-spanning road that splits in five The JMSDF Yura Base Facility is

directions to Mie Prefecture, Nara Pefecture, Wakayama located in Yura-cho, Hidaka-gun in

Prefecture, and Osaka Prefecture, and it offers travelers colorful Wakayama Prefecture. This facility

nature scenes to enjoy. provides support during official sea

trials conducted for submarines and
various supports for port calls as an
advanced supply base around Kii
channel and its periphery.

Kumano Sanzan faith originates in nature worship. This
worship of gods residing in waterfalls, rocks, and trees spread
from the imperial family to the general populace during the
period spanning the 8th century to the 16th century.

@ Courtesy Call by Mr. Jean-Pierre Lacroix, Under-Secretary-General
for Peacekeeping Operations, the United Nations (Nov. 21)

® Courtesy Call by Ret. Admiral Dennis Blair,

UN!Under Secfe?ary General for
Chairman of Sasakawa Foundation U.S.A. (Nov. 28) PKO Mr. Jean-Pierrejliacroix

RetAdmlralDenms Blair,

Sasakawa Peace/Foundation U.S.A.
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— Public Affairs Division, Ministry of Defense, Japan TEL:+81-3-3268-3111 (switch board) Web:http://www.mod.go.jp/e/index.html
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November 2018: "We Are Tomodachi Autumn 2018” Released
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