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(Press Release)
July 31, 2026
Ministry of Defense Japan

Visit of ATLA Commissioner Aoyagi to the United Kingdom

From 15 to 16 July 2026, ATLA Commissioner Aoyagi visited the United Kingdom and held
the Japan-UK Defence Capability and Industrial Council (the DCIC) and a GCAP meeting
with Mr. Rupert, the UK National Armaments Director (NAD), and other officials.

At the DCIC, the both Commissioner and NAD signed the Terms of Reference (ToR) and held
wide-ranging discussions on the defence equipment policies of both countries, the progress of
Japan-UK defence equipment and technology cooperation, and opportunities for future
collaboration.

At the GCAP session, the both Commissioner and NAD welcomed the conclusion of a
Contract between the Global Combat Air Programme (GCAP) International Government
Organization (GIGO) and the Joint Venture “Edgewing” in July this year, and discussed to
continue to move the programme forward and accelerate the development steadily.

The participants concurred that discussions under the framework of the Council and the
GCAP meeting should be further strengthened in order to translate these discussions into
tangible outcomes.

Note:

At the Japan-UK Summit Meeting held in June 2026, the leaders of both nations agreed to establish
the Japan-UK Defence Capability and Industrial Council (the DCIC) as an upgraded official-level
dialogue framework on defence equipment and technology cooperation between Japan and the United
Kingdom. The Council succeeds the Japan-UK High Level Steering Panel (the HSLP), which had
been held since 2014.



