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Bilateral Field Training Exercise “Iron Fist 23” with III Marine Expeditionary Force

The Japan Ground Self-Defense Force (JGSDF) conducts the bilateral field training exercise
“Iron Fist 23” with the III Marine Expeditionary Force (IIl MEF) to further strengthen the
deterrence and response capabilities of the alliance between Japan and the United States of America.

1. OBJECTIVE
To develop joint response capabilities by conducting bilateral and joint exercise of amphibious

operations.

2. PERIOD
February 16 (Thu) to March 12 (Sun), 2023

3. VENUE
(1) Training Area
Hijiyudai Maneuver Area, Tokunoshima Island, Kikaijima Island,
Camp Hansen (training area), etc.
(2) Aviation Base
Camp Takayubaru, etc.

4. MAIN TRAINING ITEMS
(1) Staff Exercise
(2) Field Training Exercise
Joint Terminal Attack Controller Training
Waterborne Training
Airborne Training
Infantry Warfare Drill
Live Fire Training
Logistics and Medical Training
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5. EXERCISE PARTICIPANTS
(1) JSDF
A. JGSDF
* Training Commander:
Lieutenant General Maeda Tadao, Commanding General, Ground Component Command
» Participating Units:
Ground Component Command
(Amphibious Rapid Deployment Brigade, 1st Airborne Brigade, and Ist Helicopter
Brigade)
Western Army (Western Army Aviation Unit)
B. JMSDF
Mine Warfare Force (LST JS "Osumi")
(2) The United States Forces
A. U.S. Marine Corps
* Training Commander:
Lieutenant General James W. Biermann, Commanding General, IIIl MEF
* Participating Units:
31st Marine Expeditionary Unit
B. U.S. Navy
The 7th Fleet
(USS America LHA-6, USS Green Bay LPD-20, and USS Ashland LSD-48)

6. SIGNIFICANCE

(1)  The field training exercise "Iron Fist" with the U.S. Marine Corps, which has been conducted
jointly with the I Marine Expeditionary Force in California since 2006, will be conducted with the 111
METF in the Western Pacific for the first time.

(2) The exercise to materialize joint (combined) operations between the JSDF and the U.S. Forces by
integrating airborne operations by 1st Airborne Brigade with the bilateral amphibious operations.

(3) The exercise that incorporates the training relocation of the MV-22 Osprey based on the Joint
Committee Agreement in September 2016.

7. COUNTERMEASURES AGAINST COVID-19 and Influenza

(1)  Those participating in the exercise must take appropriate measures against infectious diseases
in accordance with the policies of the Japan Ministry of Defense/Japan Self-Defense Force.

(2) Ifone is suspected of being infected with COVID-19, he/she will be quarantined at a prepared
facility and have them take PCR testing. In addition, we identify close contact people and isolate
them to prevent further spread of infection.

(3) If the above personnel tests positive for COVID-19, we will quarantine the patient based on
instructions from the local health center to prevent co-infection, and if the condition of the patient
becomes serious, we will immediately transfer the patient to an emergency hospital nearby.



